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Background 

 

1. Deeply concerned about  the case of the 

eighteen year-old girl who was raped in 

Văleni, Vaslui county, Romania, while she was 

returning home from school, and the fact that 

the defendants in that case appeared for trial 

while still at liberty, non-governmental 

organizations members of the informal 

network Breaking the Silence on Sexual 

Violence addressed, on June 25th, 2015, a 
formal request to the Ministry of Justice to 

make publicly available the national 

implementation instruments of the Directive 

2012/29/EU, which establishes minimum 

standards on the rights, support and 

protection of victims of crime.  

 

2. On August 3rd, 2015, these non-

governmental organizations sent/submitted 

an open letter to the Offices of the Prime 

Minister, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry 

of Labour, Family and Social Protection, the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of 

Health, the Ministry of Education and the 

Superior Council of Magistracy. The open 

letter called for workshops with the 

participation of the civil society and the 

adoption of an inter-institutional action plan 

for ensuring the protection, special assistance 

and respect of the rights of victims and 

survivors of sexual violence. 

 

3. Consequently, following the positive 

response of the Superior Council of 

Magistracy, an inter-institutional working 

group was created. The membership of the 

working group is comprised of 

representatives of non-governmental 

organizations active in the field of gender-

based violence and public institutions with 

relevant mandates, namely: the Ministry of 

Justice, the Superior Council of Magistracy, 

the Ministry of Health, the National Agency 

for Equal Opportunities Between Women and 

Men (part of the Ministry of Labour), the 

General Inspectorate of Romanian Police, the 

Prosecutors’ Office attached to the High Court 

of Cassation and Justice, and the Senate 

Commission on Human Rights, Cults and 

National Minorities. The working group met 

almost monthly starting on August 31st, 2015 

at the headquarters of the Superior Council of 

Magistracy. 

 

4. The working group discussed different 

aspects of violence against women. A 

proposal for the establishment of specialist 

support services for victims of sexual violence 

(Sexual Assault Referral Centres - SARCs) 

within the structure of each county hospital 

was advanced. These centres would allow 

victims to receive integrated services free of 

charge, including: medical assistance, forensic 

examination, psychological and legal 

counselling, social aid, and long-term 

counselling services. These services would be 

provided by organizations with gender-

sensitive approaches.  

 

Furthermore, the group addressed questions 

related to the issuance of the protection order 

in cases of domestic violence. To ensure the 

effective protection of victims, the group 

highlighted the importance of authorities 

issuing this order with urgency. The scope of 

the order should also be broadened with 

regard to protected subjects and the time of 

its request. Thus, the protection order should 

cover all forms of violence against women, 

including sexual violence. Victims should be 

able to request a protection order at all times 

during the span of the criminal proceedings. 

These measures constitute minimum 

standards for combating violations to 
women’s human dignity. 

 

5. This joint opinion is the result of 

discussions regarding the domestic 

implementation of the Istanbul Convention 

(the Convention). It was elaborated by four 

non-governmental organizations’ members of 

the informal network Breaking the Silence 

on Sexual Violence, namely Equality and 

Human Rights Action Centre – ACTEDO, the 

Association for Liberty and Equality of 

Gender – A.L.E.G., Association of Women 
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against Violence AFIV - ARTEMIS, and the 

East European Institute for Reproductive 

Health – IEESR. 

 

6. This joint opinion analyses various aspects 

and provisions of the Convention which still 

require transposition into domestic law, 

without aiming to be an exhaustive or 

comprehensive analysis of the primary, 

secondary or tertiary legislative instruments 

or of the institutional framework which 

regulates this field. 

 

7. The purpose of this joint opinion is to 

highlight those aspects and provisions that 

require closer attention in light of the 

information available regarding the extent of 

violence against women in Romania and of 

the experience of non-governmental 

organizations in dealing with victims. 

 

 

Recommendations for the national 

implementation of the Istanbul 

Convention 

 

 

First of all, the authors of this joint opinion 

welcome the efforts of the public institutions 

taking part in the sessions of the working 

group to discuss the problem of violence 

against women. The authors also address 

special thanks to the Superior Council of 

Magistracy for hosting these sessions. 

 

Moreover, the authors appreciate the effort of 

all the agents involved in the national 
implementation of the Istanbul Convention. 

We also recognize the activities and 

achievements of the National Agency for the 

Equality of Opportunities between Women 

and Men, and we express our confidence in 

continuing this fruitful collaboration in the 

future. 

 

At the same time, we also wish to draw 

attention to the main challenges facing the 

adequate and effective implementation of the 

Convention’s provisions, so that this 

instrument may become an efficient tool for 

preventing and combating violence against 

women. 

 

The Istanbul Convention represents the first 

international treaty which provides a 

complex juridical framework concerning 

violence against women. It establishes an 

independent monitoring mechanism as well 

as binding obligations upon its Member 

States. The Convention also addresses the 

social, economic and cultural causes of 

violence against women. According to the EU 

Agency for Fundamental Rights, one in three 

women in Romania (28,5% women) is a 

victim of physical and/or sexual violence in 

her lifetime. In this context, the Convention 

carries the great potential to significantly 

reduce the number of women victims of 

violence in Romania, provided that its 

provisions are implemented and afforded 

adequate financial resources by the 

Romanian State. 

 

The authors of this joint opinion advance the 

following recommendations to ensure the 

adequate domestic implementation of the 

Convention: 

 

1. The implementation of Articles 1-3 of the 

Convention in a clear strategy dealing with 

the problem of violence against women, as an 

act of discrimination, violation of 

fundamental rights, and manifestation of 

historically unequal power relations between 

men and women, as reflected in conceptions, 

traditions, stereotypes, beliefs and social 
behaviours, in accordance with the Preamble 

to the Convention. Romania is currently the 

EU Member State with the lowest indicator of 

gender equality (33.7/100 in 2012).1 Despite 

this indicator, Romania not only lacks 

                                                           
1 The European Institute for Gender Equality, 
Measuring Gender Equality in the European Union, 
2005-2012, available at: 
http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-
publications/gender-equality-index-2015-
measuring-gender-equality-european-union-
2005-2012-report.  

http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/gender-equality-index-2015-measuring-gender-equality-european-union-2005-2012-report
http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/gender-equality-index-2015-measuring-gender-equality-european-union-2005-2012-report
http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/gender-equality-index-2015-measuring-gender-equality-european-union-2005-2012-report
http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/gender-equality-index-2015-measuring-gender-equality-european-union-2005-2012-report
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national strategies regarding reproductive 

health and the elimination of all forms of 

violence against women but also available 

plans of action deal only with domestic 

violence. For these reasons, it is imperative 

that the Romanian State design, as a 

matter of priority, a coordinated approach 

to address violence against women and 

gender inequalities, in order to prevent 

and combat violence, and offer an 

adequate remedy to victims. Such an 

approach entails: 

 

a) The adoption of a 

comprehensive strategy instituting 

gender equality and addressing 

violence against women; 

 

b) The adoption of a gender 

perspective in addressing violence 

and a definition of gender-based 

violence in the domestic legal 

framework. We recall the fact that the 

majority of the Romanian measures 

and programmes preventing and 

combating violence address only 

violence taking place within the family 

environment. These instruments 

overlook other forms of violence, 

including sexual violence committed 

outside the family context.  The 

integration of these definitions is 

essential for establishing a human 

rights-based approach to addressing 

violence against women, providing a 

framework to understand this 

endemic phenomenon, and designing 
adequate measures of prevention and 

combat. 

 

c) Shaping public policies to the 

victims’ needs, in accordance with the 

standards prescribed by the Directive 

2012/29/EU, which establishes 

minimum standards on the rights, 

support and protection of victims of 

crime (the so-called Victims’ 

Directive). Amendments to legislative 

instruments, regulations and inter-

institutional collaboration protocols 

may become necessary in order to 

prevent re-victimization and to 

efficiently combat and sanction all 

forms of violence. 

 

2. The appointment of a central authority 

tasked to coordinate all public policies 

regarding gender equality and violence 

against women. This body would be 

responsible for designing strategies and a 

common integrated approach for programme 

implementation and data collection. As an 

example of good practices, we recommend 

the establishment of a governmental 

institution in the field of gender equality, such 

as a Ministry for  Gender Equality. 

Alternatively, the authors recommend the 

broadening of the mandate of the National 

Agency for the Equality of Opportunities 

between Women and Men. Additionally, this 

central body should also be authorized to 

manage credits and co-finance specialized 

programmes and services dedicated to the 

protection of victims of violence against 

women. Other EU Member States, such as 

France or the United Kingdom, often resort to 

this type of approach. 

 

3. The implementation of the formal 

protocols of notification and collaboration 

with specialized NGOs, with the aim of 

offering victims an efficient and coordinated 

response. This modality enables exchanges of 

good practices among the relevant actors, as 

well as the integration of grassroots 

organizations’ experience into public policies. 
 

4. The appointment of an institution to 

coordinate and implement the inter-

institutional collaboration protocols (e.g. 

the police, forensic institutions, social 

assistance, NGOs, etc.) to ensure an integrated 

and efficient approach for combating violence 

against women. 

 

5. The criminalization of the following 

acts as crimes in the Criminal Code: female 

genital mutilation, forced sterilisation, forced 
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marriage, aiding or abetting forced marriage, 

forced abortion, and psychological violence. 

Psychological violence is a distinct form of 

abuse that does not always imply the 

harassment or the use of physical violence 

against the victim. It may include actions of 

segregation of the victim, exercising control 

over the victim’s actions, withholding access 

to financial resources or other services,  

humiliation, etc. Therefore, it is imperative to 

sanction such behaviours, especially since 

this form of psychological abuse usually 

precedes forms of physical violence or 

femicide.  

 

In this context, we recommend the adoption 

of measures aiming at the prevention of 

female genital mutilation and informing the 

public, including the immigrant population in 

Romania, of the domestic legislation 

concerning gender equality. Romanian public 

authorities are responsible for informing 

persons with foreign citizenship, persons 

having been granted asylum, and migrants 

that the practice of female genital mutilation 

is strictly prohibited in Romania. These 

population categories should also be 

informed of the services available to victims 

of such practices.  A study on female genital 

mutilation issued by the European Institute 

for Gender Equality also recommends 

informing and training the specialized 

personnel who deal with victims of this 

practice (staff from immigration institutions, 

doctors, social workers, judges, prosecutors, 

etc.).2 

 
6. Reviewing the definition of the crime of 

rape in the Criminal Code. In order to 

comply with the provisions of the Istanbul 

Convention, the new definition of rape should 

employ the notion of consent for the purposes 

of interpreting and evaluating constraint 

given the specificities of each case. We also 

recommend that the new definition explicitly 

condemns rape occurring between current or 

                                                           
2 EIGE, Study to map the current situation and 
trends of FGM. Country Reports. Romania, 2013, p. 
393. 

former partners. Moreover, we also advise to 

revise the procedures for the submission of 

criminal complaints related to sexual violence 

in the sense of taking into account the victims’ 

needs and to avoid their re-victimization. 

 

7. Reviewing the definition of sexual 

harassment in the Criminal Code, in the 

sense of including sanctions for 

unconsented behaviours of a sexual 

nature and unconsented intimate acts, 

such as transmitting online or via telephone 

images with sexual content. Such 

amendments would be in line with the 

recommendations of the European 

Commission for the standardisation of 

national legislation on violence against 

women.3 They should also outwardly mention 

that the crime of sexual harassment covers 

work relationships both at vertical level 

(subordination) and at horizontal level 

(among peers performing same level 

functions). Furthermore, these amendments 

should also prescribe special measures to 

prevent such behaviours as well as protection 

measures and specialist services to assist 

victims. These legislative developments are 

very timely taking into account the high 

incidence of complaints of sexual harassment 

(according to the EU FRA, 55% of women in 

the European Union and 32% of women in 

Romania have experienced some form of 

sexual harassment4) compared to the low 

number of cases actually arriving before a 

judge. 

 

8. The creation of a single and integrated 
database regarding violence against 

women, compiling data disaggregated by 

sex, age, type of violence (all types of 

violence against women condemned by the 

Istanbul Convention), number of registered 

complaints, number of sentences passed, or 

                                                           
3 European Commission, Feasibility study to assess 
the possibilities, opportunities and needs to 
standardize national legislation on violence against 
women, 2010. 
4 FRA, Violence against women: an EU-wide survey. 
Main results report, 2013, p. 95; p. 99. 
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measures of protection, etc. To the present 

day, Romania lacks an integrated database 

regarding all forms of violence against 

women and functions along the principle of 

disaggregated data collection (based on 

criteria of sex, age, origin, etc.). 

 

In addition, Romania also lacks both a 

mechanism in charge of coordinating the 

process of data collection and a system of 

specific indicators. Currently, numerous 

institutions collect data separately, and, 

oftentimes, the data is not made publicly 

available. Lastly, Romania should also 

conduct periodic surveys to monitor the 

prevalence of violence against women 

together with the factors leading to the risk of 

violence.  

 

9.  Revising the curricula in the training of 

professionals (in the areas of medicine, law, 

social assistance, psychology, police, 

education, or media) to include modules and 

intervention guides when dealing with 

victims. 

 

10.   Introducing courses on reproductive 

health and sexual education in schools, as 

well as integrating gender studies and gender 

equality courses within the curricula offered 

by the Teacher Training Centre at county 

level. Teachers’ participation in at least one 

such course should be compulsory. At the 

same time, we also support all the initiatives 

taken by Romanian universities to introduce, 

develop and maintain graduate programmes 

and optional courses on gender studies. 
 

11.   Introducing continuing education 

programmes targeted at specialists who 

deal with victims and of minimum standards 

to conduct training in the field of violence 

against women. 

 

12.   Revising the teaching curriculum of 

journalism studies to introduce modules 

regarding the protection of human rights, the 

treatment of victims of crimes, especially 

victims of sexual forms of violence. 

Furthermore, specialists from institutions 

charged with media monitoring should also 

receive training in this sense. 

 

13.    Introducing integrated and specialist 

support services for victims and allocating 

adequate financial resources to their 

functioning, in accordance with the 

requirements of Article 20 of the Istanbul 

Convention. Such services would facilitate 

victims’ recovery in the aftermath of violence. 

We highlight that these services need to be 

made available to victims of all forms of 

violence against women, not only to victims 

of domestic violence. Currently, the access to 

various services offered by public entities is 

conditional upon the victim’s filing of a 

criminal complaint. For instance, Law No. 

211/2004 regulating measures for the 

protection of victims of crimes establishes 

that accessing psychological counselling free 

of charge is available only after the 

submission of a criminal complaint. It is 

essential to remove all barriers that hinder 

victims’ access to support services. Domestic 

legislation needs to be amended in order to 

provide for standard procedures regulating 

access to support services in all 

circumstances, including in situations in 

which the victim withdraws the criminal 

complaint (this is frequent in cases of 

domestic violence and gender-based violence, 

possibly due to the tensions faced by the 

victim), or situations in which the victim 

refuses to file a criminal complaint. 

 

14.   Introducing clear measures and 
procedures to inform victims of their rights, 

the services to which they are entitled, the 

modalities to submit complaints, and the 

assistance they can receive in this sense. It is 

highly important that general support 

services inform victims of these aspects from 

the outset. In addition to this, the legal 

instruments should also prescribe clear 

procedures to submit and register complaints 

with regard to relevant public authorities. 
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15.   Introducing specialist support services 

for victims, in accordance with Article 22 of 

the Istanbul Convention, and the 

implementation of national programmes 

aiming for the development of new types of 

services responding to the forms of violence 

not yet covered by existing services. 

Government Decision No. 867/2015 must be 

amended to incorporate the endorsement of 

the registry of social services and the 

framework regulations regarding the 

organization and functioning of such services, 

including specialist services to combat sexual 

violence. Substantive legislative amendments 

are required at all levels due to the fact that 

the current legislation only regulates 

specialist services for domestic violence, thus 

excluding all other forms of violence covered 

by the Istanbul Convention. 

 

16.   The establishment of Sexual Assault 

Referral Centres (SARCs) for victims of 

sexual violence, in line with Article 25 of the 

Istanbul Convention. This is a proposal of the 

working group composed of the NGOs 

members of the nongovernmental network 

Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence, the 

Superior Council of Magistracy, and other 

non-governmental organizations, namely: 

The Centre for Legal Sources), Young 

Generation Romania Association, and Social 

Alternatives Association. The proposal 

consists of the set-up of sexual violence 

referral centres within the framework of 

emergency medical units. Each county should 

establish at least one such centre. The referral 

centres should provide victims integrated 
services free of charge and unconditional on 

the victim’s filing of criminal complaints. 

 

We advocate that a special law constitutes the 

adequate legal foundation for the 

establishment of the referral centres. We also 

propose adding to Law No. 202/2002 a 

chapter on Gender-based violence and 

specialist support services (in conjunction with 

amendments to the law regulating social 

assistance) as well as implementing national 

projects or programmes regarding training of 

necessary personnel. Studies from the EU 

FRA suggest that, currently in Romania, 

28.5% of women (approx. 3 million women) 

are victims of physical and/or sexual violence 

throughout their lifetime.5 Nonetheless, 

sexual violence continues to be one of the 

least monitored and sanctioned crimes. At the 

same time, states incur very high costs to 

address sexual violence. Great Britain, for 

instance, calculated that expenses to respond 

to each case of rape denounced in 2003-2004 

amounted to £73,487. The calculation was 

made based on losses in labour productivity 

and costs borne by the health system, 

especially in long-term services.6 

 

The purpose of the referral centres is to 

provide immediate, coordinated and 

integrated responses and multidisciplinary 

assistance to victims of sexual violence in line 

with their fundamental human rights. These 

centre would offer the following services: 

emergency medical assistance; forensic legal 

assistance, including biological sampling 

(within 24 hours); psychological counselling, 

contacting the police, informing the victim 

and guiding her towards medium- and long-

term services; and social assistance in crisis 

situations (providing clothing, food, or 

emergency shelter).7 

 

17.   Moreover, we also recommend the 

establishment of other specialist long-

term services for victims of sexual 

violence and introducing specialist sexual 

violence services within the category of 

                                                           
5 FRA, Violence against women: an EU-wide survey. 
Main results report, 2013, p. 172. 
6 Center for Legal Resources et. al., Centre de 
primiri urgență pentru victimele violenței sexuale: 
un imperativ în contextul românesc, available at 
http://www.crj.ro/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/centre-urgenta-3.pdf 
(text in Romanian).  
7 Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence’s full 
proposal on SARCs can be accessed at  
http://actedo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/Propunere-centre-de-
primiri-urgenta_Rupem-tacerea.pdf (text in 
Romanian).  

http://www.crj.ro/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/centre-urgenta-3.pdf
http://www.crj.ro/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/centre-urgenta-3.pdf
http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Propunere-centre-de-primiri-urgenta_Rupem-tacerea.pdf
http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Propunere-centre-de-primiri-urgenta_Rupem-tacerea.pdf
http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Propunere-centre-de-primiri-urgenta_Rupem-tacerea.pdf
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social services; for example, counselling 

services for preventing and combating sexual 

violence. Public authorities would bear the 

obligation of co-financing these specialist 

services. 

 

18.   Setting-up a sufficient number of 

easily accessible shelters and simplifying 

the procedures for the victims’ admission 

to the shelters. First, we recommend 

amendments to the legislative instruments 

regulating budgeting of shelters, such as Law 

No. 217/2003 regarding preventing and 

combating domestic violence. The 

amendments would ensure an equitable 

geographic distribution of shelters in 

sufficient number. For instance, Law No. 

217/2003 should require county/local public 

authorities to (co)finance a number of places 

in shelters depending on the population rate 

in that particular county. Second, we also 

suggest the adoption of criteria for national 

interest projects or programmes that give 

priority to setting-up shelters in those 

counties where no shelter currently exists. 

According to the Council of Europe, Romania 

lacks 71% of the number of shelters for 

women compared to the overall population 

rate (the European standard is one shelter for 

10,000 inhabitants).8 

 

19.   Setting-up an emergency telephone 

helpline at national level, free of charge and 

able to both provide advice 24/7 and guide 

callers toward local services. Only specially 

trained staff should serve on the helpline. 

Additionally, the helpline should be 
correlated to the map of available services in 

order to guide callers to specialist services. 

We want to draw attention to the fact that the 

existent helplines or those about to be set-up 

are not in line with the requirements of the 

Istanbul Convention, in that they do not 

respond to victims of all forms of violence. 

The helpline 0800.500.333: only answers to 

victims of domestic violence; the child 

                                                           
8 Council of Europe, Combating violence against 
women: minimum standards for support services, 
p. 18. 

helpline (116 111) is addressed only to 

children; and the helplines established by 

NGOs are not available 24/7 and do not offer 

national coverage. 

 

20.   Introducing the emergency protection 

order (issued the same day as the reported 

incident) and extending the scope of the 

order to cover sexual violence and other 

forms of violence committed against women 

by a partner or non-partner. These 

developments would ensure compliance with 

the provisions of the Istanbul Convention. 

Presently, the protection order is available 

only to victims of domestic violence. 

 

21.   Ensuring legal counselling free of 

charge and victims’ effective access to 

justice. The eligibility requirements to qualify 

for legal aid are presently extremely strict. 

Applicants must demonstrate a net average 

monthly income per family member at a value 

under 300 RON for the two months prior to 

the filing of the complaint. For cases in which 

victims only benefit from a 50% discount of 

the legal aid expenses, the net average 

monthly income per family member may rise  

to a value of 600 RON. Even in such 

circumstances, the rate of provision of legal 

aid is extremely low. Therefore, we request 

that all victims of violence against women be 

afforded legal aid free of charge and that the 

eligibility requirements be adjusted to 

account for the social reality in Romania. 

Furthermore, on the basis of the report 

AVOCATURA PRO BONO – indicator al 

functionarii profesiei intr-o democratie reala 
(Pro Bono – indicator of the functioning of the 

legal profession in a real democracy),9 

elaborated by the Equality and Human Rights 

Action Centre – ACTEDO, the Centre for Legal 

Resources, and Save the Children Association 

– Iași, we recommend the adoption of 

regulations that encourage pro bono legal 

activities. We are of the opinion that, in 

                                                           
9 Available at http://actedo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/12/AVOCATURA-PRO-
BONO_fin.pdf. 

https://mailwlu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/scottk18_mail_wlu_edu/Documents/Documents/AVOCATURA-PRO-BONO.pdf
https://mailwlu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/scottk18_mail_wlu_edu/Documents/Documents/AVOCATURA-PRO-BONO.pdf
http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/AVOCATURA-PRO-BONO_fin.pdf
http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/AVOCATURA-PRO-BONO_fin.pdf
http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/AVOCATURA-PRO-BONO_fin.pdf
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Romania, pro bono legal activities should 

uphold fundamental rights and facilitate 

access to justice for victims, including women 

affected by violence. 

 

22.   Allocating resources from the state 

budget to services designed for victims of 

violence against women, including: 

 

- Sexual Assault Referral Centres 
(SARCs) for victims of sexual 

violence within emergency medical 

units, as well as long-term 

specialist support services at 

regional/ local level; 

 

- Intervention and prevention 
centres for victims of sexual 

violence that offer legal assistance 

and psychological counselling 

without charge and unconditional 

to the filing of criminal complaints; 

 

- A sufficient number of shelters for 
victims of all forms of violence 

against women, including sexual 

violence; 

 

- Free of charge forensic medical 

certificates for victims of sexual 

violence; 

 

- Free of charge telephone helpline 
for victims of violence against 

women; 

 

- Continuing education and training 

programmes for professionals 

dealing with victims of sexual 

violence; 
 

- Continuing programmes aimed at 

informing, training, intervening 

and preventing violence against 

women (in line with Articles 14-16 

of the Istanbul Convention); 

 

- Establishing distinct lines of credit 

for NGOs working with women 

affected by violence as a vulnerable 

group; 

 

- Other measures specifically aimed 

at preventing and combating 

violence against women. 

 

23.   Integrating a gender dimension to the 

state and local budgets and introducing 

specific indicators to measure gender equality 

in the distribution of expenses and allocation 

of resources at local and national levels. 

 

24.   Introducing a clear legislative 

framework and procedure to ensure that 

victims have the right to claim 

compensation from perpetrators for any of 

the offences established in accordance with 

the Istanbul Convention. Such measures 

should also prescribe victims’ right to be 

informed in this regard (Article 30 of the 

Istanbul Convention). 

 

*** 

 

We are convinced that implementing the 

measures recommended above, either in the 

near future or as a result of long-term 

strategic planning, will generate positive 

long-lasting outcomes with regard to 

preventing and combating violence against 

women as well as in supporting victims in 

overcoming trauma and defending their 

fundamental human rights. 

 

 

Contact person: 

Iulia Pascu,  

Equality and Human Rights Action Centre – 

ACTEDO 

iulia.pascu@actedo.org  
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