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About ACTEDO 
 

The Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO) is a non-governmental organisation (NGO) 
established in Cluj-Napoca in 2013 with the purpose of contributing to a more just society in which 
everyone can fully and equally exercise their rights. 

ACTEDO’s mission is to promote fundamental rights and gender equality and to act against 

human rights violations. We implement our mission through activities targeting institutional and 

structural changes towards increased equity. As a small organisation with big ideals, we combine 
active involvement in our local community with national and international advocacy projects in 
partnership with civil society organisations from Romania and other countries. According to our 
Charter, ACTEDO’s principles are: respect for and protection of fundamental human rights and 
freedoms, gender equality, social justice, active and public participation, as well as transparency. 

In its five years of existence, the impact of the organisation has been recognized through two 
prestigious awards: the European Award for Local Pro Bono Impact and the 3rd Prize at the Civil 
Society Gala, in the category of Defending individual/collective rights: 

THE EUROPEAN AWARD FOR LOCAL PRO BONO IMPACT at the European Pro Bono 

Forum (Amsterdam, November 2016). The prize honours the best 

local legal project in the European Union. It was awarded by The 

Global Network for Public Interest Law (PILnet), one of the most 

significant international organisations which promotes the rule of 

law and human rights through legal instruments. A jury of legal 

specialists and civil society leaders at a European level chose The 

Pro Bono Network for Human Rights as the winner out of 17 

remarkable pro bono initiatives from all EU Member States. 

3rd PRIZE FOR DEFENDING 

INDIVIDUAL/COLLECTIVE RIGHTS at the Civil Society 

Gala (Bucharest, June 2016). Since 2002, the Civil Society Gala has 

promoted and acknowledged the activity of the non-profit sector 

in Romania. Our project, The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, was selected out of a total of 13 

projects submitted in the category "Defending Individual/Collective Rights". The jury consisted of 

leaders and opinion-makers from civil society and the non-profit sector, journalists, sociologists, 

researchers, public figures and representatives of the private sector. 
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ACTEDO’s Strategy 3 strategic directions:  

 

1. ACCESS TO JUSTICE. We strengthen effective access to justice for vulnerable groups by 

promoting and facilitating pro bono legal assistance, organising training sessions for lawyers and 
law graduates and by influencing public policies in order to remove barriers in accessing justice. 
Since December 2014, ACTEDO has been running The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, the 

only pro bono clearinghouse in Romania that attends to vulnerable groups whose fundamental 
rights have been violated. 

2. GENDER EQUALITY. We act to eliminate discrimination on the basis of gender, as well as 

sexual orientation and gender identity. We conduct activities to prevent violence against women, 
improve the legal and institutional framework for the protection of victims of gender-based 
violence and support LGBTQI+ activists in their struggle for equality and civic participation. In 2015 
and 2016 ACTEDO coordinated the national network Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence and 

implemented a wide advocacy campaign for the development of integrated services for survivors of 
sexual violence in the context of the ratification by Romania of the Council of Europe's Convention 
on Preventing and Combatting Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (the Istanbul 
Convention). 

3. HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION. We mobilize citizens and public opinion to defend human 

rights by organizing workshops for high school and college students, debates and public 

conferences, as well as by actively practicing the freedom of assembly and freedom of expression. 

 

 

National affiliations 

ACTEDO is part of the non-governmental network Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence, as 
well as the Coalition for Gender Equality, an informal network which promotes gender equality 

and supports, among other things, greater participation of women in politics and the introduction 
of sexual education in schools. 

International affiliations 

ACTEDO is a member of the European Pro Bono Alliance, which brings together law firms and 
European NGOs that practice and promote pro bono legal services. At the same time, we are 
members of Victim Support Europe (VSE), a European umbrella organisation with expertise in 
specialized services, legislation and public policies for victims of crime. 
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Our Achievements in 2017 

 

In 2017, ACTEDO continued to play an active role in defending and promoting human rights in 
Romania. 

As part of The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, we received 77 eligible legal aid applications 

and facilitated access to justice for 33 beneficiaries who claimed they suffered human rights 
violations related to gender-based violence, discrimination (including on the basis of disability), 
health, parental rights and the right to housing. From January 2015 to December 2017, 163 
people had improved access to justice and 77 lawyers became members of The Pro Bono 

Network for Human Rights.  

 

During the UN's Universal Periodic Review process, we issued 19 recommendations to the 
Romanian state aimed at improving the human rights situation in Romania. 11 of our 
recommendations on the access to justice for vulnerable groups, sexual violence, 
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reproductive health, the right to housing and LGBTQI+ rights were endorsed by other UN 
states and were included in the final report containing recommendations to Romania. Particularly 
important for our work in promoting pro bono lawyering is Recommendation 6.103 addressed by 
Portugal to the Romanian State, asking Romania to remove any restriction to the practice of pro 

bono lawyering. 

We would also like to thank the pro bono lawyers who took cases in 2017: Adina Lupu, Alexandru 
Manole, Denisa Ruge, Sergiu Galea, Smărăndița Colta, Teodora Godîncă-Herlea, Karacsony Erdei 
Etel, Cora Taflan, Ioan Someşan, Otilia Bordea, Dan Chertes and Andreea Ardelean, as well as those 

whose cases were still ongoing from previous years and/ or were resolved in 2017: Dora Călian, 
Emőke Marton Keresztes, Liana Sămăreanu, Diana David and Vlad David. They have our deepest 
appreciation and we are grateful for their commitment, passion for human rights and perseverance. 

In 2017, we submitted two 
position papers: an argument in 
favour of regulating pro bono 
lawyering as a tool for 
achieving social justice, 

addressed to the Council of the 
National Union of Romanian 
Bars, and we intensified our 
lobbying for an adequate 
implementation of the 

Istanbul Convention, ratified 
by Romania in 2016. We are 
also glad that our 
recommendation for the 
creation of integrated support 

services for victims of sexual 
violence was endorsed by 
Portugal at the UPR session and addressed to the Romanian State (Rec 6.90 from Portugal). 

In addition, we successfully paired with PRIDE Romania and Go Free Association in practicing the 
right to free assembly and in organizing the first edition of the LGBT+ PRIDE festival in Cluj-
Napoca in July 2017. 

Last but not least, we are excited to announce that our colleague, Alexandra Columban, was 

appointed as the legal representative of ACTEDO and that our team was joined by several 
volunteers: Alexandra Gagu, Beatrice Rus, Andrei Dragan, Livia Popa and Vlad Cobârzan, all of 
whom are passionate human rights activists. 
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
 

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights 

 

Coordinated by ACTEDO, The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights is the only pro bono 

clearinghouse in Romania. Through this project, we involve lawyers in addressing serious social 
issues, such as discrimination and the access of persons with disabilities to education and health, 
domestic violence, harassment and forced evictions, to name a few. The legal aid clearinghouse 
focuses on human rights and aims to facilitate the access to justice of vulnerable groups in Romania 
when their fundamental rights are violated. 

 

 

Pro Bono Network reception, December 2016 
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Pro bono cases taken in 2017 

 
Parental rights 

A woman of Thai citizenship residing in the UK 
asked for legal support in order to be entrusted 
with her son after the child’s father brought him to 
Romania without her consent. The father and the 

child are currently living in Romania. Following a 
lawsuit in Britain, the applicant was only granted 
a child visitation schedule via online video calls, as 
well as information about major changes in her 

son's life to be provided by the father. The 
applicant wishes her son to return to the UK, 

therefore initiating a trial in Romania. 

The Pro Bono Lawyer Adina Lupu (Bucharest Bar) 

has taken the case and is defending the applicant's 

parental rights. 

Misevaluation of disability degree 

Mr G. lives in Baia Mare and suffers from 
Binswanger disease, a form of progressive 
dementia for which there is no cure other than 

symptomatic treatment. Following the medical 

committee's assessment, his disability was 
classified as medium. However, considering that 

the decision did not reflect the severity of his 

health condition, he tried to appeal to the Superior 
Evaluation Commission to receive a higher 
disability degree, which would increase the 

amount of the monthly disability allowance and 
would guarantee him other rights, such as 
exemption from certain taxes. Since the request 
for reassessment was rejected, Mr G. requested 

legal support through The Pro Bono Network for 
Human Rights. 

The Pro Bono Lawyer Smărăndiţa Colţa (Iași Bar) 
has taken the case and has helped Mr G. obtain the 

change in the disability classification and access 

related rights. 

Patrimonial rights of a person with disability 

The curator of Mr F., a person whose disability is 

classified as mild, seeks to obtain in court the 
patrimonial rights that F. should have received in 

recent years. As a result of the death of his 
parents, F. was entitled to a survivor's pension 

which, however, was fully awarded to his former 

guardian until 2016, although the latter had failed 
to fulfil his obligations as a tutor. For these 
reasons, F.'s curator sought the support of The Pro 

Bono Network for Human Rights in order to 

initiate an action in court to call to account the 
former guardian and to obtain the sums lawfully 
belonging to F. 

This case was taken by the Pro Bono Lawyer 

Alexandru Manole (Bucharest Bar) who is helping 

defend F’s interests. 
 

Obtaining custody of a minor as a result of 

domestic violence 

Mrs I. lives in Cluj-Napoca and has been subjected 

to violence by her husband, whom she is divorcing 
for this reason. Mrs I. wishes to obtain the 
exclusive custody of their daughter as she 

considers her husband a threat to the child's 

mental health and safety, since he is aggressive 
even in his daughter’s presence. Mrs I. is 

concerned that the court of first instance did not 
take into account the child’s vulnerable situation 

or her particular needs, ignoring the risk of 
trauma as a result of the father’s aggressive 
behaviour. 

Pro Bono lawyers Denisa Ruge and Sergiu Galea, 
from Basarab, Bucerzan & Ruge Law Firm from 
Cluj-Napoca are helping Mrs I. obtain the exclusive 
custody of her daughter. 

 

Repatriation to Romania of victims of domestic 
violence in Palestine 

The three daughters of Mrs C.T. live in Palestine 

with their father, who subjected them to physical 
violence, forcing them to flee. The girls are 

Romanian citizens, but they do not have 

documents in this regard, having lived in Gaza 
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from an early age. Their lives are in danger, and 

leaving the country is extremely difficult. Their 
mother is making every effort to bring her 

daughters to Romania by diplomatic means, but 
she faces the lack of cooperation from national 
diplomatic bodies, which is why she turned to The 
Pro Bono Network for Human Rights. 

Pro Bono Lawyer Adina Lupu offers legal 

assistance to Mrs C.T. in the process of returning 
her girls safely to Romania. 

 

Harassment at the workplace 

Ms. S. lives in Bucharest and claims to be the 
victim of harassment and discrimination at work, 

where she is subjected to humiliating remarks, 

including sexual and offensive comments, 
disclosure of confidential information, and 

unjustified wage retention. The applicant has 
evidence that supports her claims of threat, 
harassment and discrimination, such as audio 
recordings and written correspondence which 
reveal the employer’s abuse. So far, the applicant 

has filed a referral to the Territorial Labour 
Inspectorate calling for action to be taken against 
her employer.  

Pro Bono Lawyers Adina Lupu and Teodora 

Godînca-Herlea (Bucharest Bar) are currently 
offering legal assistance to the woman in order to 
prove her claims and hold the employer 

accountable. 
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Pro Bono Events 

 

The Pro Bono Global Forum 2017 

After winning the European Award for Local Pro Bono Impact in 2016, ACTEDO was invited to join 
the jury of the Pro Bono Global Forum in 2017, held in Budapest between the 16th and 19th. We had 

the honour to offer the Exemplary Partnership Award in the Public Interest and the Local Impact 
Award to organisations that inspire through their efforts in protecting human rights. 

The Exemplary Partnership 
Award in the Public Interest 
highlights pro bono partnerships in 
the public interest that produce 
extraordinary results. The 2017 

winners, the international law firm 
DLA Piper and UNICEF, have 
excelled in their efforts to protect 
children's rights in Bangladesh 
(where they have campaigned for 

the adoption of a children’s rights 
law), in Gambia (where the law 
was amended to protect victims of 
early marriages and female genital 
mutilation) and in Mexico (where 

the relationship between child 
rights and business was carefully 
examined). 

The European Award for Local 
Pro Bono Impact honours individual lawyers and law firms who have made a special effort for the 
benefit of local communities. Of the six nominated projects, Norton Rose Fulbright stood out for 
their work in partnership with the Council for the Advancement of the South African Constitution. 
In support of the victims of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and crimes of 

aggression, Norton Rose lawyers have made efforts to revoke the decision of the South African 
Cabinet to unilaterally withdraw from the Rome Statute which provided protection to victims and 
called for those responsible for these crimes to be held accountable.   

 

 

 

 

ACTEDO receiving the European Award for Local Pro Bono Impact, 

 Amsterdam 2016 
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The JUSTROM seminar 

Between the 29th and the 30th of May 2017, our colleague Andreea Hoţopan attended the JUSTROM 

Lawyers Seminar, a project of the Council of Europe implemented with the support of the European 
Commission, whose aim is to improve the access to justice of Roma women in Bulgaria, Greece, 
Ireland, Italy and Romania, and to support them in their fight against discrimination and other 
violations of fundamental rights. In the context of the seminar’s grasp on the issue of the access to 

justice of Roma, ACTEDO was invited to present The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights as a 
model of good practice in improving the access to justice of vulnerable groups in Romania. 

Advocacy for pro bono lawyering  

ACTEDO submitted a Memorandum on the need to regulate pro bono lawyering in Romania to the 
Council of the UNBR (National Union of Romanian Bars), highlighting the current limitations of the 
Romanian legislative and methodological framework regarding the practice of pro bono lawyering 

and proposing concrete solutions to support the achievement of social justice and the consolidation 
of the profession’s liberal character. The Memorandum, as well as our efforts to regulate pro bono 
lawyering were supported by Att. Dan Chertes from Sergiu Bogdan & Associates Law Firm, who is 
also a member of The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, whom we hereby thank. A more 
comprehensive description of our stance on pro bono lawyering in Romania can be found in the 

position paper „Avocatura pro bono - indicator al funcționării profesiei într-o democrație reală” 
("Pro bono lawyering - an indicator of the functioning of the profession in a real democracy"), co-
authored with the Center for Legal Resources. 

 

Testimonials from the beneficiaries of The Pro Bono Network for Human 

Rights 

I would recommend the Pro Bono Network because they are professional and very useful. [...] I 
especially enjoyed the speed with which they responded to our requests and the efficiency in 
communicating with us. Thank you for existing! - M. T., case of deprivation of liberty and 
degrading treatment. 

I will surely recommend it [The Pro Bono Network]. There are many human rights violations in 
Romania. Many citizens are discouraged from defending their rights in the absence of accessible legal 
assistance. - M.I., violation of the right to accessible space for people with disabilities. 

What I liked most [in the relationship with the Pro Bono lawyer] was her willingness to help. 
Unfortunately, the beneficiary of our association quit going to court, but for us it was important that 
we found people available to help us. [...] The legal advice service provided is extremely important, 
especially with regards to the problems of beneficiaries in vulnerable groups who do not have the 
financial resources to pay a lawyer. - A.A., NGO member offering support services to people living 

with HIV/AIDS. 
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We have worked very well with the Pro Bono lawyer all the way through the legal course and what I 
really enjoyed most was that we also participated in the elaboration of the action plan. - E.V., NGO 
member promoting the right to housing. 

According to our March 2016 survey, 69% of the interviewed beneficiaries do not know what they 
would have done or would not have had alternatives in the absence of legal assistance services 
provided by The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights. 

Testimonials from our collaborators 

Your collaboration [between ACTEDO and the lawyers who are part of The Pro Bono Network for 
Human Rights] has been an important pioneering effort in leveraging innovative operational models 
for public interest law. Its influence will not only be felt in Romania but also across Europe. We hope 
that this award will not only serve as an acknowledgement of your significant contribution to the pro 
bono legal sphere, but will also motivate others to follow in your footsteps. It is truly our honour to 

present the ACTEDO team and its collaborators with this award. -  Garth Meintjes, President of the 
Global Network for Public Interest Law (PILnet) 

The lawyer's pro bono activity is in perfect harmony with the principle of human rights protection 
underlying the legislation of the profession. Moreover, pro bono activity responds to societal needs of 

vulnerable groups in terms of access to justice, which shows that the role of the pro bono lawyer is to 
help achieve human rights protection in practice and not only in theory. - Dana Ududec, Pro Bono 
lawyer 

 

 

The VOCIARE project - Victims of Crime Implementation Assessment of Rights 

in Europe 

ACTEDO is the Romanian partner in the VOCIARE project: Victims of Crime Implementation 

Analysis of Rights in Europe, funded by the European Commission Justice Directorate and 

coordinated by Victim Support Europe, the main umbrella organisation at a European level which 

defends the rights of all victims of crime. The main objective of the VOCIARE project, which runs 

between January 2017 and December 2018, is to evaluate the implementation of the 2012/29/EU 

Directive on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime in the EU Member States. 

ACTEDO’s role in this project, through Alexandra Columban, is to draft a report assessing the 

progress made by Romania in the implementation of the Directive through legal research, applying 

an online questionnaire and conducting interviews with specialists working with victims of crime, 

representatives of public institutions and with victims support organisations. The country report 

will be finalised in 2018, and ACTEDO's recommendations for improving the national framework 

for implementing this directive will be shared with policymakers at a national level. 
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GENDER EQUALITY 

 

The first edition of Cluj PRIDE  

Between June 28th and July 1st, 2017, the first edition of the Cluj PRIDE festival took place, ending 

with the #SpuneDrept (#TellMeHonestly) march. We are proud to be among the organisers of the 

first edition – together with PRIDE Romania and Go Free Association – that addressed the LGBTQI+ 

community, their supporters and those who want to know more about what being LGBTQI+ in 

Romania means. After the City Hall of Cluj-Napoca rejected more than 20 of our itinerary requests 

for the march, we are glad to announce that a middle ground was reached and that the LGBTQI+ 

community’s efforts in Cluj and their right to free assembly were recognized. The impact of Cluj 

Pride was particularly important for the promotion of human rights, as more than 800 people 

attended the march. This signal of solidarity encouraged the LGBTQI+ community, who often fear 

violence and discrimination, to attend the event and openly talk about the obstacles they face in 

their daily lives. 

The march was complemented by other activities, which included film screenings, debates, 

workshops, social gatherings and photo exhibitions. These actions aimed to bring together different 

communities in Cluj-Napoca, promoting dialogue and mutual respect among all citizens living in the 

city. Under the #SpuneDrept slogan, ACTEDO, together with the other organizers of ClujPride, 

participated in an online campaign to promote the fundamental rights of LGBTQI + people. 
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The first edition of Cluj PRIDE took place in an 

alarming national context with regards to 

LGBTQI+ rights, marked by the efforts of the 

Coalition for Family to hold a referendum to 

amend the Romanian Constitution, which 

aims to modify the legal definition of “family” 

as the union between a man and a woman. 

This proposal for a referendum was 

supported by the Chamber of Deputies with 

232 votes in favour and 22 against. During the 

national campaign to promote this initiative, 

many public figures in Romania, including 

members of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 

had intolerant and homophobic reactions, 

identifying, for example, people from sexual 

minorities as threats to the national security.   

Alexandra Columban, workshop-Gay Film Nights, Nov. 2017 

ACTEDO voiced these concerns and issued recommendations to public authorities in our report 

submitted to the UN under the Universal Periodic Review mechanism (UPR). Our recommendations 

on the protection of LGBTQI+ rights were endorsed and addressed to the Romanian state by Spain 

and Canada:  

● Rec. 6.63 - Spain: "Investing in several initiatives to train and raise awareness of police officers, 
judges and prosecutors to ensure effective investigation of crimes against the LGBTI community"; 

● Rec. 6.64 - Canada: "Elaboration and implementation of anti-discrimination programs regarding 
LGBTI people, including public awareness campaigns and specialized trainings for state authorities";  
 

Public Forum: "Debate on Civil Partnership Legislation" 

On August 9th, 2017 ACTEDO was invited to the Public Debate on Civil Partnership Legislation, 

organized by the Faculty of Political, Administrative, and Communication Sciences (FSPAC) from 
the Babeş-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca. As part of this event, the MozaiQ Association, as 
organisers, presented their amendments to the current civil partnership draft law. Alexandra 

Columban, ACTEDO's representative at this event, discussed the need and benefits of such a project 
with the public and other guests: judge Cristi Danileţ, Prof. Gabriel Bădescu - FSPAC, Florin Chereji - 

USR Cluj and Lucian Dunăreanu - PRIDE Romania. 
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Advocacy for women’s rights  

March was the month of gender activism, 

marked by International Women's Day. 

Together with other local activists, ACTEDO 

participated in the Gender Equality March in 

Cluj-Napoca. In addition, our colleague, 

Alexandra Columban, spoke along Mihaela Ursa, 

writer and literary theoretician, about the 

publication of the book A Vindication of the 

Rights of Woman, by Mary Wollstonecraft, an 

essential work in feminist philosophy whose 

translation into Romanian arrives more than 

two centuries after its first publication.   

Also in March 2017, together with the member 

organisations of Breaking the Silence on Sexual 

Violence and the Network for preventing and 

combatting violence against women, we 

addressed an open letter to the Romanian 

Parliament demanding that no aggressor who 

received a conviction for a form of violence 

which falls within the scope of the Istanbul 

Convention, ratified by Romania in 2016, 

should benefit from pardon. 

Mihaela Ursa & Alexandra Columban at the book launch 

In November 2017, we celebrated the 16 Day Campaign against Gender-based Violence. Our 

message focused on the access of victims of sexual violence to integrated and specialised services. 

In Romania, because of gaps in the legal framework, survivors of sexual violence do not have access 

to integrated support services, such as medical assistance, forensic support, psychological and legal 

counselling. In 2016, Romania ratified the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and 

Combatting Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (the Istanbul Convention), which 

obliges the Romanian state, among other things, to establish reporting centres for rape or sexual 

violence (sexual assault referral centres). After more than a year and a half of negotiations between 

civil society and public authorities, these crisis centres have not been set up. We believe that it is 

time for Romania to honour its obligations towards victims and to create sexual assault referral 

centres, as indicated by the Istanbul Convention. 

In addition, through our report to the UN within the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, we 

drew attention to the lack of adequate services for victims of sexual violence and proposed a 
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concrete model of 

sexual assault 

referral centre to be 

created in Romania, 

as envisaged in the 

project Breaking the 

Silence on Sexual 

Violence (2015-

2016), which was 

carried out in 

partnership with 19 

other NGOs in 

Romania. For more details, access the position paper Shortcomings in Romanian Policies and 

Legislation Addressing Sexual Violence: Sexual Violence Referral Centres as Best Practice (briefly 

explained in an infographic). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iulia Pascu at the Human Rights March, Dec. 10, 2016 
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HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION 

„What should you do if you receive a fine at a public demonstration?” - Guide 

and legal workshop 

On February 25th, 2017, ACTEDO organized a one-day interactive workshop, supported by Att. Dana 

Ududec, in which we launched the legal guide "What should you do if you receive a fine at a public 

demonstration? Contesting contravention minutes" (in Romanian). This legal guide is intended to be 

a practical tool for people without legal knowledge and is a result of the numerous discussions 

between ACTEDO and the Robin Hoodie team regarding the right of access to justice for persons 

fined for attending public assemblies in Cluj-Napoca. 

 

Part of the ACTEDO team and collaborators at the legal workshop 

In today's turbulent political and social context, it is extremely important that the right to peaceful 

assembly is guaranteed to all citizens. An essential component of access to justice is the availability 

of legal information and this guide is part of a series of efforts made by ACTEDO and its 

collaborators to provide legal information to those who are victims of violations of their right to 

attend public meetings. 
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The NGO fair 

On August 5th, 2017, we participated in the 3rd edition of 

the NGO Fair, an event dedicated to NGOs in Cluj-Napoca. 

We were pleased to find that the participants in the fair 

were interested in ACTEDO's activity and projects and 

left us numerous human rights messages, such as: "I do 

not tolerate gender violence", "Stop forced evictions!", 

"Tolerance between religions ", "Socio-cultural programs 

for the elderly", "Accessibility of public transport". 

 

 

 

Legal workshop & the Living Library during the Gay Film Nights 

In November 2017, our colleague, Alexandra Columban, held an interactive workshop on the 

(potentially) forthcoming referendum reviewing the Constitution, initiated by the Coalition for 

Family, at the International Film Festival The Gay Film Nights, the 12th edition. Alexandra presented 

relevant legal issues, ECtHR decisions on the recognition of same-sex couples (marriage vs. civil 

partnership) and the consequences of these decisions on LGBTQI+ people. ACTEDO also organized 

a Living Library event, whereby the general public was invited to "read" a living book and talk 

freely with an LGBT+ person or an ally in order to combat prejudices and encourage tolerance. 
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UN UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 

With the occasion of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 2018, when UN member states are 

assessed based on their progress in the field of human rights, ACTEDO prepared a report on the 

evolution of human rights in Romania in the last 5 years. The report included 19 recommendations 

addressed to the Romanian state on the following topics: access to justice for vulnerable groups, 

services for sexual violence, forced evictions of the Roma population, and LGBTQI+ rights. 

On December 14th, 2017, on the basis of this report, ACTEDO, through Alexandra Columban, 

delivered a point of view in the UPR Pre-session held at the United Nations Headquarters in 

Geneva and recommended the Romanian state, among other things, to regulate and promote pro 

bono lawyering, to create integrated services for survivors of sexual violence (including medical 

and forensic assistance, as well as psychological and legal counselling) and to introduce compulsory 

sex education in schools.  

The UPR Session in which the human rights situation in Romania was revised took place in Geneva 

on January 16th, 2018, when Romania received 203 

recommendations from other UN member states. 

Recommendations made by ACTEDO were taken 

over by Portugal, Spain, Mexico, Australia and 

Canada. In total, 11 of the recommendations 

addressed to Romania in the UN report 

regarded human rights issues identified by 

ACTEDO. This success is particularly important 

because Romania will have to monitor and report 

its work on the basis of the recommendations 

received.  

Particularly important for ACTEDO's work and for the promotion and defence of human rights in 

Romania are two specific recommendations on access to justice, one of which concerns the removal 

of obstacles to pro bono legal assistance in Romania, as well as three recommendations on 

combatting gender-based violence and, above all, the creation of integrated support services for 

survivors of sexual violence. Here are two of these recommendations: 

● Rec. 6.103 - Portugal: "The elimination of any existing restrictions on the provision of pro bono legal advice, 

counselling or services provided by lawyers to those in need of legal assistance and who cannot afford legal 

representation"; and 

● Rec. 6.90 - Portugal: "The creation of integrated support services for survivors of sexual violence, including 

in cases where the aggressor is not a family member, and amending Law 217/2003 on the prevention and 

combating of domestic violence in order to extend its scope to all forms of gender-based violence ". 
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Media appearances 

 

In 2017, ACTEDO came to the attention of the media, the local and national press, television and 
radio. Below are some of the media appearances of the team and of the projects developed by 
ACTEDO. 

 

o We talked to Ziua de Cluj, Actual Cluj and Ziare.com about the legal workshop "What should 
you do if you receive a fine at a public demonstration?" 

o We discussed with Avocatura Altfel about promoting and supporting pro bono lawyering in 

Romania. 

o We talked to adevărul.ro, Hotnews and GoFree about the first edition of the Cluj Pride and 
we disseminated our "spune drept" video made on this occasion on social media platforms. 

o We were mentioned by Revista 22 on our advocacy efforts against restricting the definition 

of family in the Constitution. 
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Organisational development 
 

The Human Rights Defenders Advocacy Programme - International Service for 
Human Rights - Geneva, June 2017 

As part of the above-mentioned 

international advocacy program, our 

colleague Iulia Pascu spoke about our 

work and access to justice in Romania 

with Philip Alston, the UN Special 

Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty, and 

Judge Alma Facio, Chair of the UN 

Working Group on Discrimination against 

Women in Law. During his last visit to 

Romania in 2015, Philip Alston said that 

Romanian officials are in a state of denial 

regarding the state of poverty and 

discrimination, especially with regards to 

Roma: "A case with a sad reputation, in 

Cluj, refers to the evacuation of the people 

from Coastei Street ... When I visited these "model" houses, or more precisely "modular" in Pata Rât, 

I saw a very different picture. The rooms are affected by moisture and poorly isolated and you can 

feel the stench from the nearby garbage dump. Many children have rashes and unexplained 

stomach illnesses. They can hardly be considered a model but it is a proof of the sincerity of those 

who would prefer to send Roma to Siberia." 

The program outlined the international advocacy 

mechanisms that can be accessed by human rights 

activists and gave us the opportunity to participate 

in the 35th session of the UN Human Rights Council. 

Of great interest was the speech by UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, Prince Zeid bin 

Ra'Ad al-Hussein, who reminded UN member states 

of their obligations, and the first report of Prof. Viti 

Muntarbhorn, UN Independent Expert on violence 

and discrimination based on sexual orientation and 

gender identity, whose mandate was set in 2016. 
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The International Visitors Leadership Program – IVLP - USA, August 2017 

In August 2017, our colleague Iulia Pascu took part in the International Visitors Leadership 

Program organized by the US State Department. The theme of the program was gender equality and 

included visiting over 20 organisations working in this area in Washington, Boston, Milwaukee and 

Seattle. 

Thus, we found out that at the Aurora 

Healing and Advocacy Center victims of 

sexual violence receive integrated 

services: forensic evidence collection 

(which is safely kept for 9 years), medical 

and psychological assistance, legal 

information, the possibility of filing a 

criminal complaint directly at the centre, 

as a police officer may be called. We are 

inspired by their work because it is 

exactly what we promote in our campaign 

"We want integrated centers for victims of 

sexual violence". 

The Vital Voices organisation runs an intensive entrepreneurship program for women and has 

recently published a study explaining the leadership model that the organisation has been 

successfully pursuing for many years. 

Inclusive Security, in turn, focuses on advocacy for women's participation in conflict resolution. 

From their data, we learned that when women are included in the decision-making process at the 

end of a conflict, chances are that the peace agreement will be durable and sustainable. 



 

23 

 

Dress for success is a campaign that can be successfully replicated in Romania. The aim is to give 

women a better chance of entering the labour market by preparing them for a professional 

interview and providing them with a suitable wardrobe for a professional environment. The clothes 

and accessories offered are new and acquired via donations from the clothing stores in the city. 

The International Visitors Leadership Program team – IVLP 

At Techbridge Girls we learned an important lesson which we believe may also inspire the IT 

industry in Cluj. Tired of seeing girls discouraged from pursuing a career in IT or engineering 

because these domains are not perceived as suitable for girls, the organisation offers a long-lasting 

after-school IT programme for girls with disadvantaged backgrounds. 

These are all models that can inspire us to develop programmes that support gender equality in 

Romania. 
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Training seminar: „Marginalization and ostracism of minorities in the past and 

present” (Struga, Macedonia, 15-21 October 2017) 

Organized by the Macedonian NGO Roma 

Youth Center, the seminar - attended by our 

colleague Alexandra Columban and our 

volunteer Andrei Dragan - addressed Roma 

marginalization in Eastern Europe and 

especially the Roma Holocaust, as well as the 

causes that led to it. The event aimed to 

provide the participants, coming from 12 

European countries, with practical tools to 

combat prejudice and stereotypes, such as the 

Living Library concept and street activism, 

contributing to the integration of minorities. 

The practical information we gained at the workshop helped us organise Living Library events in 

Cluj-Napoca. 

International exchange of good practices on raising awareness of the LGBT+ 
community (Brno, Czech Republic, 9-10 November 2017) 

In November, our colleague, Alexandra Columban, participated in a workshop organized by the 

European Network for Non-Violence and Dialogue (ENND) to exchange best practices in raising 

awareness activities on LGBT+ 

issues. The event was attended by 

activists from 9 European countries 

who shared their experience in the 

field. ACTEDO presented the 

experiences of the LGBT+ 

community in Cluj-Napoca, as well 

as how it began to organize itself to 

implement effective local activism. 

Following the exchange of best 

practices, we returned to Cluj-

Napoca with a series of ideas and 

tools to organize the Cluj Pride 

Community Festival 2018, where 

ACTEDO is a partner. 

 



 

25 

 

Changes and Challenges 
 

The year 2017 marked a significant reduction in ACTEDO's financial capacity compared to the 

previous year, our activity being exclusively achieved through the voluntary work of ACTEDO 

members. The lack of staffing and of the extension of employment contracts has had a negative 

impact on the optimal development of our activities. 

The reduction of financial capacity is mainly due to the lack of bilateral funds in our area of activity, 

human rights. For example, EEA and Norwegian grants ended their funding phase (2009-2014). 

Also, the funds administered by the Romanian Government in 2017 did not take into account the 

specificities and needs of non-governmental organisations in Romania. For example, by 

participating as a partner organisation in a call for proposals launched by the Ministry of Regional 

Development, Public Administration and European Funds through the Managing Authority for the 

Administrative Capacity Operational Program on improving access to justice, we found that the 

preparation and implementation of such a project requires dedicated financial staff and the 

operational capacity to manage and handle the volume of documents required for reporting and 

monitoring. These requirements are difficult to meet by small NGOs operating at the local level and 

who are heavily dependent on the voluntary work of their members and supporters. 

In addition, excessive bureaucracy, the need for qualified financial and public procurement staff 

and the need for financial capacity to cover the organisation's own contribution limits access to 

funding for civil society organisations operating predominantly in local communities, at a grass 

roots level. We find that, four years after the establishment of ACTEDO, it is very difficult to access 

funds to cover the operational costs of the organisation and support our strategic directions. 

We addressed the issue of the lack of human rights and access to justice in Romania in multiple 

position papers and communications sent to the relevant ministries in the Romanian Government, 

but these problems persist. We believe it is alarming that human rights are so poorly covered by the 

available funding programs, despite the urgent need to support vulnerable groups in defending 

their fundamental rights, whose violations maintain a vicious circle of poverty. 

Another change in the organisation is the appointment of our colleague Alexandra Columban as 

the legal representative of ACTEDO. Alexandra joined the ACTEDO team in 2014, shortly after the 

setting up of the organisation, and is passionate about human rights, feminism and the rights of 

LGBTQI+ people. Alexandra replaces Iulia Pascu as legal representative of the organisation (Iulia 

was legal representative from 2013-2017). Iulia joined the Mama Cash Foundation (Amsterdam, 

Netherlands) in the meantime and remains a member of ACTEDO's Board of Directors. We wish 

them both success in their new roles. 
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Also, in 2017, we welcomed into the ACTEDO team Alexandra Gagu, Beatrice Rus, Andrei Dragan 

and Livia Popa, dedicated volunteers whose help and energy had a significant contribution to the 

ACTEDO project, and Vlad Cobârzan, who helps us whenever technology poses an obstacle in our 

work. 

The ACTEDO team 
 ACTEDO means: 

 

Alexandra Columban, 

legal representative  

 

 

 

Adela Dumbrăvan, 

founding member and 
member in the Board of 
Directors 

 

 

Iulia Pascu, founding member 

and member in the Board of 
Directors 

 

 

Ioana Tuță, founding member 

and member in the Board of 
Directors  

 

 

Raluca Alexa, legal 

assistant 

 

 

Alexandra Gagu, legal 
assistant  

     

 

 

 

Andrei Drăgan, legal 

assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

Beatrice Rus, legal 
assistant 
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Andreea Hoțopan,    legal 
assistant  

 

 

 

Vlad Cobârzan – IT 
expert 

 

 
Livia Popa, legal research 
assistant 
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2017 Financial Report 

 

Public funding RON EURO 66% 

EEA grants - Breaking 

the Silence on Sexual 

Violence (final 

instalment) 

5082 

 

1095 - 

EEA grants – Pro Bono 

Network for Human 

Rights (final instalment) 

19537 4211 - 

European Commission 

DG Justice - VOCIARE  

(Victims of Crime 

Implementation Analysis 

of Rights in Europe) 

14848 3200 - 

Private funding 

 

RON EURO 13% 

Individual donations 1835 

 

395 - 

Sponsorship from legal 

entities 

5970 1287 - 

Previous balance 12437 2680 21% 

TOTAL 59710 12868 100% 

 

In 2017, the association did not have employed staff. 
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Support ACTEDO 

 

Support our projects and activities and help us ensure access to justice for vulnerable persons! Any 
donation, however small, helps us defend the fundamental rights of people who do not have the 
necessary means to do so. 

RON bank account: RO65BTRLRONCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania) 

EURO bank account: RO15BTRLEURCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania) 

 

Redirect 2% of your corporate tax 

If you are a natural person, you can support us by redirecting 2% of your income tax. Find out more 

details on http://actedo.org/campania-2/.  

 

Support us through a sponsorship 

If you are a legal person, you can develop the social responsibility policy of your enterprise and 
support ACTEDO's activities through sponsorship. 

For more information please contact us at info@actedo.org.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Contact 

Centrul de Acțiune pentru Egalitate și Drepturile Omului (ACTEDO)/  

Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO) 

 

Calea Dorobanților, nr. 15, ap. 3, 400117, Cluj-Napoca, jud. Cluj, Romania 

Website: www.actedo.org 

E-mail: info@actedo.org; actedo@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ACTEDO 


