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About ACTEDO 

The Equality and Human Rights Action Center (ACTEDO) is a non-governmental organization 
(NGO) set up in Cluj-Napoca in 2013 to help create a more just society in which everyone can 
exercise their rights fully and equally. 

The ACTEDO mission is to promote fundamental rights and gender equality and to act against 
human rights violations. We accomplish this mission through strategic activities aimed at achieving 
institutional and structural changes towards a more just society. Being a small organization but 
with ambitious ideals, we combine activities of active involvement in the local community with 
national and international advocacy projects in partnership with civil society in Romania and other 
countries. ACTEDO’s principles, according to our Statute, are respect for and protection of 
fundamental human rights and freedoms, gender equality, social justice, active and public 
participation, and transparency. 

In the 6 years since its inception, the impact of the organization has been recognized trough two 
prestigious awards: the European Pro Bono Prize and the 3rd Prize at the Civil Society Gala, the 
category for Defense of Individual / Collective Rights: 

EUROPEAN AWARD FOR LOCAL PRO BONO IMPACT at the European Pro Bono Forum (Amsterdam, 

November 2016). The prize honors the best local legal project in the European Union (EU). It was 

awarded by The Global Network for Public Interest Law (PILnet), one of the most important 

international organizations that promotes the rule of law and human rights through legal 

instruments. The Pro Bono Human Rights Network has been named winner by a jury of law 

specialists and civil society leaders at European level, 

out of 17 remarkable pro bono initiatives in all EU 

Member States. 

THIRD PRIZE FOR DEFENSE OF INDIVIDUAL/ 

COLLECTIVE RIGHTS at the Civil Society Gala 

(Bucharest, June 2016). Since 2002, the Civil Society 

Gala promotes and annually awards the activity of the 

non-profit sector in Romania. Our project The Pro 

Bono Human Rights Network has been selected from a 

total of 13 projects submitted in the category "Defense 

of Individual / Collective Rights". The jury consisted of 

leaders and opinion-makers from civil society and the 

non-profit sector, journalists, sociologists, researchers, 

public figures and representatives of the private 

sector. 
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Cluj PRIDE March, Cluj-Napoca, June 23rd 2018 
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ACTEDO’s Strategy focuses on three thematic areas of activism: 
 
1. ACCESS TO JUSTICE. We strengthen effective access to justice for vulnerable groups by 
promoting and facilitating pro bono legal assistance, organizing training sessions for lawyers, and 
influencing public policies to remove obstacles to justice. Since December 2014, ACTEDO has 
initiated and coordinated the Pro Bono Human Rights Network, the only legal assistance center in 
Romania dedicated to vulnerable groups whose fundamental rights are violated. 

2. GENDER EQUALITY. We fight against discrimination based on gender, sexual orientation and 
gender identity. We are engaged in activities aimed at preventing violence against women, 
improving the legal and institutional framework for the protection of victims of gender violence and 
supporting LGBT + activists in their struggle for equality and participation. ACTEDO has 
coordinated the national network Breaking the silence on sexual violence through which 
implemented a broad advocacy campaign for the development of integrated services for survivors 
of sexual violence, in the context of Romania’s ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on 
Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) . 

3.HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION. We mobilize citizens and public opinion to defend human rights by 
organizing workshops for kids and students, organizing debates and public conferences, and 
actively exercising the right to free assembly and freedom of expression.                                                                                       

National affiliations 

ACTEDO is part of the informal non-governmental networks Breaking the silence about sexual 
violence and the Coalition for Gender Equality that support integrated services for victims of 
sexual violence, while promoting the principle of gender equality, the greater participation of 
women in politics and the introduction of sexual education in schools. At the same time, ACTEDO is 
a member of the Alliance for Equality, alongside the Legal Resources Center (initiator), the LGBT 
MozaiQ Association, the Romani CRISS Roma Center and the Elie Wiesel National Institute for the 
Study of the Holocaust in Romania. Its mission is to combat hatred and discrimination, to promote 
diversity and equal opportunities, and to support the principles and values of a democratic society 
in Romania. 

International affiliations 

ACTEDO is a member of the European Pro Bono Alliance, which brings together law firms and 
European NGOs that practice and promote pro bono legal assistance. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2018 

In 2018, ACTEDO continued to play an active role in defending and promoting human rights in 

Romania. 

We continued to promote pro bono law in Romania and extended the Pro Bono Human Rights 

Network to 81 lawyers. We received 28 eligible legal aid applications from 6 counties and two 

countries and facilitated access to justice for 11 beneficiaries who claimed human rights violations 

related to the rights of people with disabilities, discrimination, gender violence, citizenship and 

health. From January 2015 to December 2018, 174 people had a better access to justice. 

We publicly condemned the 

organization of the referendum 

on redefinition of marriage, a 

populist approach that 

transformed the LGBT+ community 

into the scapegoat of demographic 

and social issues in Romania and 

divided society. In addition, we 

sent a memo to the Council of the 

National Union of Romanian Bar 

Associations, in which we 

welcomed its decision to 

encourage the provision of pro 

bono legal assistance and 

representation, a favorable 

development that can potentially 

facilitate access to justice for 

vulnerable groups.  

    

   NGO Fair, June 21, 2018 

 

We published a report assessing the implementation of the 2012/29 / EU Directive on the rights, 

support and protection of victims of crime and made recommendations to the state institutions. 

In partnership with the PRIDE Romania and GoFree associations we sucessfully organized the 

second edition of Cluj PRIDE, the LGBT + community festival. 

Last, but not least, we are excited to announce that in 2018 Delia Cerbu joined ACTEDO's six-

member volunteer team, all of them passionate about defending human rights.  
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE 

I. The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights 

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, created and coordinated by ACTEDO since 2014, is the 
only pro bono legal assistance center in Romania. Through this project, we involve lawyers in 
addressing serious social problems, such as discrimination and access to education and health, 
domestic violence, harassment or forced evictions. The legal aid center is specialized in human 
rights areas and aims to facilitate access to justice for vulnerable groups in Romania when their 
fundamental rights are violated. 

Through the Pro Bono Human Rights Network, we provide the legal instruments necessary for 
people in vulnerable situations to defend their rights, namely working with Roma people, people 
with disabilities, people with HIV / AIDS, victims of domestic violence, victims of sexual violence 
and LGBT + people, young people over 18 leaving the child protection system, women, families with 
more than two children and single-parent families in risk situations, children and elderly people at 
risk, persons who have executed criminal penalties or educational measures, people with drug and 
alcohol addiction, homeless people, people affected by chronic or occupational illnesses, refugees 
and asylum seekers. 

In 2018, we received 61 requests for pro bono legal assistance and / or representation. Of these, 
28 were eligible. Out of these 28, only 17 cases were taken over by lawyers, as part of our 
applicants gave up legal assistance after making the requests or because there were no lawyers 
available to take over, as happened in 2 cases. Unfortunately, in these two situations we have not 
been able to offer pro bono legal assistance because the requests came from counties where we 
have no collaborators and these cases needed representation in court, not just advice that can be 
provided remotely, by email, mail or telephone. 

We thank a lot for the involvement and professionalism of the 13 Pro Bono Attorneys who took 
over cases in 2018:

• Loredana Prună, Galați 

• Smaranda Colța, Iași 

• Smaranda Cristea, Iași 

• Carmen Marian, Târgu Mureș 

• Sergiu Căpriță, Cluj-Napoca 

• Carina Vermeșan, București 

• Ana Pantilică, Bucharest 

• Octavian Bochiș, Oradea 

• Manuela Gheorghiu, Cluj-Napoca 

• Bianca Pantea, Cluj-Napoca 

• Maria Gruia, Bucharest 

• Teodora Godîncă-Herlea, Bucharest/ 
Cluj-Napoca 

• Mirthe Docter, Netherlands (ACTEDO 
associate in a difficult cross-border 
case) 

 

We also thank Attorney Adina Lupu, from Bucharest, who continued in 2018 to provide pro bono 
legal assistance in a case taken over in December 2016. She helped the beneficiary, a Thai citizen 
who lives in England to obtain the custody of her minor son, who moved to Bucharest with his 
father, an English citizen, without the mother's consent. 

 
We are also faced with an increasing number of cross-border requests, which we are trying to 
manage with the few available resources, directing applicants to local institutions and other  
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organizations when ACTEDO cannot offer support. In 2018, we were contacted by Romanian 
citizens who either lived / were in the following countries at the time of the request or contacted us 
in connection with international lawsuits: Canada, the U.S., the Netherlands, Guinea-Bissau and 
Turkey. 

 

 

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights – Reception, 24th of March 2018. Att. Dora Călian, Att. Ioan 
Someşan & Att. Roxana Mandrutiu.  
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2018 Pro Bono Success Stories  

Inadequate degree of disability 

Case #1: Mr. G. lives in Baia Mare and suffers from Binswanger disease, a form of progressive 
dementia for which there is no treatment other than the symptomatic one. Following the evaluation 
of the medical commission, he received the classification of an average disability, but considering 
that the decision does not reflect his serious state of health, he tried to appeal to the Higher 
Evaluation Commission to obtain the classification of the accentuated disability, which would 
increase the amount of the disability allowance and guarantee other rights, such as exemption from 
paying certain taxes.His request for re-evaluation was rejected and therefore, Mr. G. requested legal 
support through the Pro Bono Human Rights Network. 

Pro Bono Attorney Smărăndița Colța (Iași) took over the case and succeeded in the appeal to 
overturn the initial decision of the Commission for the evaluation of adults with disabilities. 
Therefore, Mr. G. was placed in the degree of disability appropriate to his situation, 
respectively in accentuated degree. 

Case #2: Mr. M. lives in Mures County and suffers from Parkinson's disease, mixed dementia and 
bipolar affective disorder with irreversible conditions and no possibility of improvement. 

In 2013, the Commission for the Evaluation of Adults with Disabilities in Mureș County placed Mr 
M. indefinitely in the "accentuated" degree of disability, but in 2015 the same Commission modified 
the degree of his disability to "medium", a lower degree, by issuing a new certificate. 

Two years later, after numerous appeals and postponements, the court ruled in favor of the pro 
bono attorney Paula Dora Călian (Cluj-Napoca): Mr. M. received the correct classification of 
his disability (severe), the right to a paid personal assistant and retroactive payment from 
2015 of the compensation due to him. 

Examples of pro bono cases that we took over at the end of 2017 and in 2018 

Social housing for single mother 

Case #1: Mrs. AA, mother of two minor children, one of whom was born with a severe disability and 
who currently lives in a Cluj center for homeless people, applied to the City Hall of Cluj-Napoca for 
social housing. Following the debate of the Local Council, when the same scoring system that was 
previously declared discriminatory by the National Council for Combating Discrimination was used, 
the applicant did not rank in a position that would give her the right to benefit from social housing. 
The family appealed the decision, but this has not yet been resolved as a new Local Council meeting 
has not yet been held. 

Pro Bono lawyer Otilia Bordea from the Civil Society of Lawyers, “Bejenaru & Parteners '' in Cluj-
Napoca, assists Mrs. AA in the administrative process of obtaining social housing. 

The right to information and screening during pregnancy 

Case #2: The applicant, the mother of a 10-month-old child, born with a severe disability 
(hydrocephalus) accompanied by a condition of the spine, wants to bring to criminal liability the 
doctor who monitored her during pregnancy, as well as the hospital that employs him. Although the 
lady went to regular check-ups, she was never evaluated by the specialist doctor. The resident 
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doctor who took care of her did not prescribe any prenatal supplements, and after the 
investigations she was not told that there would be risks regarding the health of the fetus. In the 
last month of pregnancy she was informed about the medical condition of the baby, the cause being 
the lack of folic acid in the mother's body. 

Pro Bono lawyers Dan Chertes, George Zlatiși, and Teodora Godîncă-Herlea from SCPA, 
"Sergiu Bogdan and Associates", offer legal assistance to the lady. 

Sexual harrassment at the workplace 

Case #3: Mrs. G. has been subjected to abuse at work, by her former boss. She was demanded sexual 
favors in order to gain benefits within the company. The lady has records of conversations between 
her and the former boss and until now has filed complaints with the competent authorities in Buzău 
County, where she lives. She argues that the former assistants also underwent the same treatment, 
one of them wanting to present additional evidence. 

Pro Bono lawyer Teodora Godîncă-Herlea (Bucharest Bar) assists the applicant in the 
proceedings against the former boss. 

The right to education of a child with disabilities 

Case #4: M. is a teenager from Dâmbovița County who, following an accident that caused her a rare 
form of epilepsy, could no longer attend high school. Her parents asked the County Center for 
Educational Resources and Assistance to provide home-based courses for their daughter, but they 
encountered numerous refusals and obstacles in cooperation with state institutions. M. was not 
provided classes or tutors for many compulsory subjects in the school syllabus, including 
mathematics during the last three years, being unable to attend the baccalaureate exam in the June 
session. 

In addition to the violation of the right to education, M.'s mother, who is employed as a personal 
assistant to her daughter on the basis of disability status, argues that the DGASPC does not grant 
her all the salary rights arising from her employment contract. 

Pro Bono lawyer Octavian Bochiș (Bihor Bar) took over this case and offers specialized advice to 
the family in order for them to benefit from the right to education and assistance of the adolescent. 

Discrimination of an HIV positive person 

Case #5: The applicant is a HIV-positive person who also has a serious disability. He works in the 
mall and an employee of a neighboring shop daily addresses him insulting words about his illness, 
most often in public and in front of his clients, and treats him discriminatively. Consequently, he 
made a complaint to the National Council for Combating Discrimination (CNCD), which investigated 
the situation and took statements from 4 eyewitnesses. 

Pro Bono lawyers Carina Vermeșan and Ana Pantilică from SCA "Peli Filip" in Bucharest help 
the applicant in preparing the procedural documents and the debates before the CNCD. 

Repatriation of Romanian citizens 

Case #6: Mrs. M. and her two eldest sons, Romanian citizens, are refugees in the Republic of Guinea. 
The applicant arrived in Guinea before 1989, with her two children being born there. Following the 
Liberian war, which led to the closure of the Romanian Embassy in Conakry, no family member 
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holds Romanian identity documents and has not been legally granted refugee status. The applicant 
has a Romanian socialist passport that expired in 1989, and the children are stateless. The family 
asked for help from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Romanian Embassy in Dakar (accredited 
to provide consular services for the Republic of Guinea), but unfortunately they failed to obtain the 
necessary support in order to return to the country. 

Pro Bono lawyer Sergiu Căpriță (Cluj Bar) assists the family in obtaining the documents 
necessary to return to Romania. 

 

 
 
 

 

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights – Reception, 24th of March 2018. Att. Emőke Marton-
Keresztes, Att. Liliana Mioara Sămăreanu, 
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Developments in pro bono legal assistance 

Since the establishment of the Pro Bono Network 4 years ago, ACTEDO has tried unsuccessfully to 
establish a partnership with the Bar at local and national level to disseminate and encourage pro 
bono practice. For example, we have sent a series of open letters to the Ministry of Justice, the 
Council of the National Bar Association of Romania (UNBR) and other relevant institutions for 
improving access to justice in Romania (2015), we co-published a position paper on the pro bono 
advcacy (2015), we have sent to UNBR a memo on the need to regulate pro bono law (2017). In 
2017, we submitted a report for the UPR (UN mechanism for periodic evaluation of the human 
rights situation in Romania). From our recommendations for facilitating access to justice and 
removing barriers to practicing pro bono law, two were taken over by UN member states and 
addressed to Romania. 

In this context, we support the decision of the U.N.B.R. from December 2018 to request lawyers, and 
bars to provide and encourage pro bono legal assistance and representation. Considering the 
opposition to the pro bono law firm in previous years, this measure represents an important step 
towards aligning the Romanian law firm to European and international standards. U.N.B.R. Council 
Decision launches an education campaign and consultation process within the U.N.B.R to establish 
rules based on the law and promote a pro bono culture. 

ACTEDO responded to this measure in a memo to the U.N.B.R Standing Committee and expressed 
the hope of a collaboration that would benefit persons with limited access to justice. See below 
some of the provisions of the U.N.B.R Decision: Decision No 414 of the National Bar Council of 
Romania December 08, 2018 

 „PROFESSIONAL POLICY DECLARATION:  

1. The Council calls on lawyers, practitioners and bars to provide pro bono legal services, of a quality 
equal to that paid to paying clients. There are professional services provided by a pro bono lawyer, the 
professional activities carried out without remuneration or expectation of remuneration, mainly 
provided to disadvantaged or marginalized persons or communities or to the organizations that assist 
them. The pro bono legal service can refer to: - counseling or representation of persons, communities 
or organizations who otherwise cannot exercise or protect their rights or have no access to justice; - 
activities that support the administration of justice or the consolidation of institutions; assisting bars 
or civic, cultural, educational and other non-governmental institutions that serve the public interest 
and which otherwise cannot obtain effective advice or representation; - assisting in the elaboration of 
the legislation or participating in the process of its adoption; 3 - monitoring similar elections and 
processes, in which public confidence in the legislative, judicial and electoral systems may be in 
danger; - providing legal training and support through guidance, project management and exchange 
of information resources; - other similar activities that are carried out, in compliance with the law, to 
maintain the state based on rules of law (...) 

9. In particular, the bars are invited to organize, participate and support pro bono activities and 
access to vocational training conferences, so that the development and provision of pro bono legal 
services by lawyers is improved and those involved in the pro bono legal service have resources for 
efficiently providing such a service, from which relevant experience is gained. 

10. This statement launches an education campaign and consultation process within UNBR to 
establish and promote a pro bono culture, to appreciate the significance and importance of pro bono 
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legal services, to identify and agree on best practices and time commitments. and resources, to deepen 
consensus and make progress in this area. Standing Committee of the U.N.B.R. must monitor and 
report on the application of this statement, in order to remove any barriers to the pro bono activity of 
lawyers. " 

Global Pro Bono Forum 2018 

For the fourth year, ACTEDO participated in the Pro Bono Forum, which in 2018 shifted from a 
European focus to a global one. The event, which took place from November 12th to November 14th 
in Berlin, brought together lawyers, human rights defenders and representatives of civil society 
around the world. Our colleague, Alexandra Columban, spoke at the opening conference dedicated 
to the legal clinics in Central and Eastern Europe about the limited space of civil society in Romania 
and shared the success stories of the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights. Together with 
promoters of pro bono law firms in Hungary, England and Ukraine, our colleague spoke about the 
lack of a pro bono culture in Romania, about the uniqueness of the legal assistance center 
coordinated by ACTEDO in Romania and the most common thematic areas for which we are asked 
for aid, namely domestic violence, violation of the rights of persons with disabilities (children and 
adults alike), discrimination and forced evictions. At the same time, we discussed the increase of 
intolerance against LGBT+ people, amplified by the referendum on October 6th to redefine marriage 
in the Constitution, and about the diversionary effect of the referendum on the real problems of 
Romanian society. 

 

 

Global Pro Bono Forum, November 12th 2018, Berlin: Alexandra Columban talking about Pro Bono 
Network and about the shrinkage of civic space in Romania. 
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What do the beneficiaries of the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights say: 

 

Mrs. M. talks about the many barriers she encountered and how support came when she had lost 
all hope: 

"I have no words to thank lawyer Dora Călian and the ACTEDO team for all they have done for me and 
my husband. Based on the experience of the Commission [of being classified as disabled], which was a 
gamble, because they did not want to talk to me because I was not a doctor, although I know my 
husband's illness best, I had completely lost hope, and I had no means of seeking justice. I have met 
some wonderful people who have made an effort for us without any personal interest, and for this I 
wish them all the best. And in the end justice was done, although it was late, because my husband left 
us shortly after.” 

Global Pro Bono Forum, Berlin. Alexandra Columban, Attorney Dora Călian and Raluca Alexa, 
ACTEDO representatives, along with Kimberley Motley, an international lawyer, human rights 

advocate and author, originally from the USA, known as the first foreign lawyer to investigate cases 
in Afghanistan. 
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According to our research from March 2016, 69% of the beneficiaries interviewed do not know 
what they would have done in the absence of the legal assistance services offered by the Pro Bono 
Network for Human Rights. 

What our partners are saying: 

Your collaboration (ACTEDO and member lawyers in the Pro Bono Human Rights Network) is an 
important pioneering effort in spreading an innovative operational model in the field of public 
interest. The influence of the effort will not only have an impact in Romania, but also in Europe. We 
hope that this award will not only serve as recognition for your significant contribution to the pro 
bono legal assistance, but will motivate others to follow in your footsteps. It is truly an honor to award 
this award to the ACTEDO team and its collaborators. – Garth Meintjes, President of The Global 
Network for Public Interest Law (PILnet) 

I believe that the purpose of the pro bono lawyer is to meet the disadvantaged and those lacking 
financial means, who cannot afford to resort to legal services at a cost, but who have the right not to 
be restricted access to justice. My belief is that I have the obligation to give back to the community 
some of the good I have received over the years, with the risk of seeming an idealist. This does not 
contradict the practice of the lawyer profession at a cost of the cases of the other clients, since, for me, 
the lawyer does not constitute a weekend passion, but the main source of income, and to get to this 
point, it takes a lot of dedication, study and continuous training. - Pro Bono Attorney Smaranda 
Colța (Iași Bar) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights. Reception, March 2018. Att. Oana Cuibus, Stefano 
Incarbone, Att. Diana David. 
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II. The VOCIARE project: Victims of Crime Implementation Analysis of Rights 
in Europe 

ACTEDO has finalized the partnership within the project VOCIARE: Victims of Crime 

Implementation Analysis of Rights in Europe, held between January 2017 and December 2018, 

funded by the Directorate of Justice of the European Commission and coordinated by Victim 

Support Europe, the main umbrella organization at European level. This project was necessary as it 

provided an overview of the rights and services for crime victims across Europe, identifying 

shortcomings and weaknesses, but also good practices with the potential to be transferable to 

Romania. Moreover, the project mapped a series of needs and recommendations in a standard 

format for all EU members (except the UK and Denmark), serving as a basis for specialists and 

decision makers. 

The main result in 2018 was the drafting of a report (to be published in 2019) that evaluated the 

progress made by Romania in implementing Directive 2012/29 / EU on the rights, support and 

protection of victims of crime. The report includes a diagnosis of support services for crime victims, 

good practice in the field, as well as recommendations for state institutions. The research methods 

used were legislative analysis, specialized reports, data collection through an online questionnaire 

and 10 interviews with specialists working with victims of crime, lawyers, psychologists, judges, 

social workers, representatives of public institutions and others. organizations that provide support 

services.  

The main recommendations of the report are: 

• Extension and consolidation of specialized support services for crime victims: creation and 

adequate financing of shelters for victims of domestic violence and operationalization of 

shelters for victims of trafficking, many of them non-functioning 

• Changing Art. 199 of the Criminal Code under which reconciliation in cases of domestic 

violence removes criminal liability if violence recurs; 

• Protection of the personal data of the victims of the crimes by anonymizing the injured 

party on the courts' portals and inside the courts (for example, on the doors of the courts); 

• Adequate training and training of all specialists who have contact with crime victims, from a 

transdisciplinary perspective (elements of victimology, child psychology, sociology, human 

rights, etc.) and intersectoral (by bringing together professionals from different fields: 

police, magistrates, lawyers, psychologists , social workers, doctors, etc.); 

• Allocation of adequate funds to the support services provided by the state and opening of 

financing lines for NGOs that provide services to victims; 

• Supporting and encouraging pro bono advocacy and university legal clinics as a means of 

facilitating access to justice for vulnerable groups. 
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GENDER EQUALITY 

I. LGBT+ Rights 

ACTEDO continued to play an important role in supporting the rights of LGBT + people in a general 

climate of intolerance maintained through homophobia and hate speech. 

For the second year in a row, ACTEDO continued to support the Cluj Pride festival (June 20th-

24th), a community festival of LGBT + people and their allies, which included the Diversity March, 

on June 23rd, 2018. As in the previous year, in 2018, ACTEDO was a co-organizer of Cluj Pride, 

together with Pride Romania and Go Free Association, engaging in communication and 

dissemination actions and also providing logistical support. Our association has been involved in 

the campaign "We are Here", the motto of the 2018 edition of the festival, through communication 

activities and by participating in the promotion video of Cluj Pride.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTEDO took a stance against the referendum on redefining marriage in the Romanian 

Constitution, considering it to be a populist move, which transforms the LGBT+ community into the 

scapegoat of demographic and social problems in Romania and divides society. The referendum 

that took place on October 6-7 was aimed at revising Art. 48 of the Romanian Constitution in the 

sense of redefining the family as based on the marriage between a man and a woman, and not 

between the spouses, as provided in the Constitution. During the national campaign to promote this 

Cluj PRIDE, Cluj-Napoca, 23rd of June 2018 
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initiative, many public figures in Romania, including members of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 

had intolerant and homophobic reactions, identifying, for example, persons with minority sexual 

orientation as a threat to their national identity. During this period, there were numerous incidents 

of harassment and verbal aggression of LGBT+ people. ACTEDO mobilized the Pro Bono Network 

for Human Rights to support those who faced hate speech or violence that was directly or indirectly 

triggered by the referendum. 

 

Even if the referendum was invalidated because it did not reach the required threshold for voting, it 

represents an alarming step towards restricting fundamental rights. Romania does not offer any 

form of legal recognition to same-sex couples: it does not officiate same-sex marriages, it does not 

have the institution of civil partnership (including for heterosexual couples) and it does not 

recognize same-sex marriages concluded in other states. Recently, the Court of Justice of the 

European Union ruled that Romania cannot refuse to grant the right of residence and free 

movement within the EU territory to a non-EU citizen married to a same-sex EU citizen (the Coman-

Hamilton case, which was excellently handled by Attorneys Romanița Iordache and Iustina Ionescu 

from ACCEPT Association). 

 

 

 

Cluj PRIDE, Cluj-Napoca, 23rd June 2018 
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II. Awareness on gender violence: 16 days campaign 

ACTEDO promoted and got involved in thematic workshops within the 16 Days Campaign for 

Activism against Violence against Women organized by the Romanian Institute for Peace (PATRIR) 

which took place between November 21st and December 17th, 2018. On December 4th, ACTEDO held 

a workshop entitled "Gender violence: from causes to solutions", at the O. Goga Library (Mărăști) 

for about 40 students from different high schools in Cluj-Napoca. Along with psychologist Adela 

Raluca Moldovan, our colleague, Alexandra Columban spoke to children about stereotypes, 

prejudices, discrimination and bullying, but also about the sources that feed gender violence and 

how it can be prevented. Students also received practical information about the options available to 

support and report violence and bullying. 

 

TVR Cluj: Alexandra Columban invited at the Regiunea în Obiectiv show,  

4th December 2018 
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HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION 

We organized human rights workshops and participated in NGO workshops to disseminate our 

experience and expertise in the field. We organized human rights workshops and participated in 

NGO workshops to disseminate our experience and expertise in the field. 

I. Community Journalism 

 

ACTEDO has supported the Go Free Association's "School of Community Journalism School" which 

aims to train at least 35 young people in the field of democratic values and behaviors and to combat 

hate speech by using community journalism as a tool for civic engagement and watchdog for 

democracy. On September 2nd, 2018, through Alexandra Columban, ACTEDO held an interactive 

workshop on human rights with future community journalists, where she discussed types of 

discrimination, racism, gender equality, LGBT + rights, gender violence, hate crimes and many 

others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. NGO Fair 

On June 21, we participated in the NGO 

Fair organized by Cluj Pride 2018, 

organized at Casa Tranzit. During the 

event we spoke to visitors at our booth 

about activism, community involvement 

and human rights. 

 

 



 

20 

UN UNIVERSAL PERIODICAL REVIEW 

On January 16th, 2018, the Universal Periodic Review / UPR session was held, during which the 

human rights situation in Romania was reviewed. For this process, ACTEDO prepared a report on 

the evolution of human rights in Romania over the last 5 years and made recommendations for the 

regulation and promotion of pro bono lawyering, the creation of integrated services for survivors of 

sexual violence (including medical and criminal assistance, psychological and legal counseling), the 

introduction of compulsory sex education in schools and the protection of the rights of LGBT + 

persons. 

A total of 11 of our recommendations 

addressed to Romania were passed on to 

Romania’s Permanent Mission by different 

states. This success is particularly important, as 

Romania will have to monitor and report its 

activity based on the recommendations received. 

The recommendations made by ACTEDO were 

passed on by Portugal, Spain, Mexico, Australia 

and Canada.  

Particularly important for ACTEDO’s activity and 

for the promotion and defense of human rights in 

Romania are the recommendations on access to 

justice, one of which is on removing obstacles to 

the provision of pro bono law in Romania, as well 

as taking three recommendations on combating 

gender violence and, in particular, the creation of 

integrated support services for survivors of sexual 

violence. We make some of these 

recommendations here: 

• Rec. 6.103 - Portugal: "Removing any existing restrictions on practicing legal advice pro 

bono, counseling or services provided by lawyers to those who need legal assistance and do 

not allow legal representation"; 

• Rec. 6.90 - Portugal:  "Creating integrated support services for survivors of sexual violence, 

including in cases where the perpetrator is not a family member, and amending Law 

217/2003 to prevent and combat domestic violence in order to extend its scope to all forms 

of violence on gender base " 

• Portugal, Rec. 6.103. "Removing any existing restrictions on practicing legal consulting pro 

bono, counseling or services provided by lawyers to those who need legal assistance and do 

not allow legal representation"; 
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• Canada, Rec. 6.64. "Developing and implementing programs to combat discrimination 

against the LGBT + community, including public awareness and specialized training 

campaigns for state bodies." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media appearances 

In 2018, ACTEDO came to the attention of the media, in local and national press, on television and 
radio. Below we mention some of the media appearances of the team and of the projects carried out 
by ACTEDO: 

• Together with the partners PRIDE Romania (Lucian Dunăreanu) and Go Free (Andra 
Cordoș), on June 22, we participated in a TVR Cluj program hosted by Ovidiu Damian where 
we discussed about Cluj Pride, discrimination of LGBT + people, solidarity and tolerance in a 
pluralistic society. 

• Together with PATRIR (Larisa Boldea), on December 4th, we participated in the show "The 
Region in Objective" at TVR Cluj, where we presented the 16 Days Campaign for Activism 
against Violence against Women and talked about gender equality, causes and effects of 
violence, dysfunctional relationships and where victims can find support. 

• About the event organized by ACTEDO within the 16 Days Campaign was also written in the 
local press: https://cluju.ro/16-zile-in-cluj-o-campanie-internationala-impotriva-violentei-
de-gen-care-se-desfasoara-si-in-romania-la-cluj-napoca/ 

• The local press also reported about Cluj PRIDE:  

https://www.stiridecluj.ro/social/parada-gay-are-loc-la-cluj-in-23-iunie-care-este-traseul  
http://transilvaniareporter.ro/cultura/foto-video-cluj-pride-2018-sute-de-participanti-si-
un-mesaj-clar-suntem-mai-puternici-si-mai-vizibili/ 

Meeting of ACTEDO Foundign Members, Adela Dumbrăvan și Iulia Pascu, Brusels,  
October 2018. 

https://www.stiridecluj.ro/social/parada-gay-are-loc-la-cluj-in-23-iunie-care-este-traseul
http://transilvaniareporter.ro/cultura/foto-video-cluj-pride-2018-sute-de-participanti-si-un-mesaj-clar-suntem-mai-puternici-si-mai-vizibili/
http://transilvaniareporter.ro/cultura/foto-video-cluj-pride-2018-sute-de-participanti-si-un-mesaj-clar-suntem-mai-puternici-si-mai-vizibili/
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https://clujpride.ro/lunaistorieilgbt/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTEDO anniversary reception, our team: Raluca Alexa, Beatrice Rus, Alexandra 
Columban, Alexa Gagu & Vlad Cobârzan 

https://clujpride.ro/lunaistorieilgbt/
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 Cluj PRIDE, Cluj-Napoca, June 23rd 2018 
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Organizational Development 

On March 24th, ACTEDO organized an anniversary reception where it celebrated with friends and 
collaborators 5 years of activity of the organization and 3 years since the launch of the Pro Bono 
Network for Human Rights. In addition, the anniversary reception provided a retrospective look at 
2017 for ACTEDO. Our team spoke to the participants about the results of the Pro Bono Human 
Rights Network from last year, about our UN advocacy activities within the UPR, as well as our 
involvement in local activism in Cluj. 

On June 14th, ACTEDO participated in the London Donor Circle, the first edition of the charity 
fundraising circle of the Romanian diaspora in the capital of England. Together with two other 
organizations, in front of about 50 Romanians interested in supporting the civil society in the 
country, our association presented its activity, notably the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, 
obtaining donations totaling 2400 Euro. 

On October 26th and 27th, ACTEDO participated in the training "Public policies and gender 
equality" and "Civic dialogue and advocacy" in Cluj-Napoca. The training is part of the project 
"EGAL - Civic dialogue and advocacy for public policies sensitive to gender equality" and was 
organized by the Association the Training and Support Center for the Development of an Equitable 
Society (Cenform) and the Center for Curricular Development and Gender Studies Filia. We 
discussed the mechanisms of discrimination, the accessibility of public space for people with 
disabilities, hate speech and practical applications. 

On November 26, our association participated in the interactive workshop to identify and refer 
victims of gender-based violence, organized by Cluj School of Public Health, UBB Cluj, in 
partnership with the Student Medical Organization. The workshop addressed a number of topics, 
including: basics on gender violence, sexual violence and the epidemiology of violence; techniques 
for identifying signs of violence; communication skills; the importance of referral systems, as well 
as risk assessment and safety planning. 

 

ACTEDO anniversary reception, March 24th 2018 
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Changes and Challenges 

In 2018, ACTEDO's financial capacity continued to decline. For example, in 2018, the association 

had one employee. The reduction of financial capacity is mainly due to the lack of bilateral funds in 

our field of activity, human rights. For example, the EEA and Norwegian grants have completed 

their financing phase (2009-2014). Moreover, the funds administered by the Romanian 

Government do not take into account the specificities and needs of non-governmental 

organizations. Excessive bureaucracy, the need for qualified personnel in the financial and public 

procurement fields, and the need for financial capacity capable of covering the organization's own 

contribution limits access to funding for civil society organizations operating predominantly in local 

grassroots communities. We find that, still, 5 years after the establishment of ACTEDO, it is very 

difficult to access funds to cover the operational costs of the organization and to support our 

strategic directions. 

The theme of the fundamental rights of certain vulnerable groups continues to be a controversial 

topic in Romania, and most of the groups we work with (minorities, people with disabilities, LGBT + 

people, women, etc.) continue to be discriminated against. This aspect of the nature of our work 

makes it difficult to access funds. 

Moreover, we find that the shrinking of the civic space is beginning to be an increasingly salient 

problem in Romania. At the massive civil protests against corruption in recent years, the 

Government responded with measures and attacks to restrict the activity of NGOs in Romania. For 

example, a proposal to amend Ordinance 26/2000 of 2017 seeks to introduce new criteria for the 

dissolution of NGOs, such as if an association pursues "a purpose other than the one for which it 

was set up", or to do so mandatory the periodic publication by the NGOs in the Official Monitor of 

the declaration of income and expenses with the distinct highlighting of the people who generate 

income for the organization. Another attack on civil society represented the attempt to transpose a 

European directive on the prevention and combating of money laundering for amending Ordinance 

26/2000. The amendments provided for the obligation to report periodically (annually and 

whenever any news occurs), to the Ministry of Justice, numerous data and information related to 

the activity of the association, including identification data of the persons with whom the 

association comes into contact, for example, beneficiaries. These proposals make clear the intention 

of the initiators to create new obstacles to the activity of NGOs and to abolish them as a result of 

non-observance of these measures almost impossible to follow. Such legislative initiatives aim at 

political control of non-governmental organizations, their abolition on the basis of arbitrary, 

unclear and disproportionate criteria, and therefore limit the freedom of association of persons. 

Despite these obstacles, ACTEDO continues to work to promote and defend fundamental rights. In 

2018, the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights continued to develop, through the dedication of the 

network members, and the ACTEDO volunteers and coordinator who administer the applications 

for pro bono legal assistance. In 2018, 4 new lawyers joined the Pro Bono Network. New 

courageous and impactful actions have also been undertaken to promote gender equality and 

human rights education. 
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In 2018, the ACTEDO team, in addition to the contribution of the Legal Representative and the three 

founding members, was based on the work of 7 volunteers: Raluca Alexa, Alexa Gagu, Delia Cerbu 

(newcomer in 2018), Andrei Drăgan, Beatrice Rus, Livia Popa and Vlad Cobârzan, whose 

involvement and enthusiasm had a significant contribution to the ACTEDO projects. 
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Financial Report 2018 

INCOME RON EUR % of TOTAL 

Donations of active ACTEDO members 3764.89 818 7.8% 

Individual donations 555.45 121 1.1% 

Donations from foundations    

• Donors Circle London (Romanian 
Diaspora) through the Arc Foundation 

11079.66 2409 22.9% 

Sponsorships from private companies 12662.83 2753 26.2% 

European Funds 18638.8 4052 38.6% 

Other income (previous balance and exchange 
rates) 

1627.69 354 3.4% 

    

TOTAL INCOME RON 48,329.32 EUR 10,506 100% 

    

COSTS RON EUR N/A 

Salaries 23141 4936  

Office rent 9307.56 1997  

Traveling costs 2590.78 556  

Other administrative costs (website, accounting, 
etc.) 

5434.5 1166  

Currency exchange rate losses 290.37 62  

Bank fees 362.3 78  

TOTAL COSTS RON 41,126.51 
 

EUR 8,825  
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Support ACTEDO 

Support our projects and activities and help us ensure access to justice for vulnerable people! Any 
donation, no matter how small, helps us to defend the fundamental rights of the people who do not 
have the means to do so. 

Bank account in RON: RO65BTRLRONCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania) 

Bank account in EURO: RO15BTRLEURCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania) 

Redirects 2% of your income tax 

If you are an individual wanting to help, you can support us by redirecting 2% of your income tax. 
Learn more on: http://actedo.org/campania-2/.  

 

Support us through a sponsorship 

If you are a legal entity, you can develop your company's social responsibility policy and support 
ACTEDO's activities through sponsorship. 

For more details you can contact us at: info@actedo.org.  

 

 

 

 

http://actedo.org/campania-2/
mailto:info@actedo.org


 

 

 

Contact 

Centrul de Acțiune pentru Egalitate și Drepturile Omului (ACTEDO)/  

Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO) 

 

Calea Dorobanților, nr. 15, ap. 3, 400117, Cluj-Napoca, jud. Cluj, Romania 

Website: www.actedo.org 

E-mail: info@actedo.org; actedo@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ACTEDO 


