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2019, a Troubled Year for Human Rights 

2019 in Romania was a troubled year. The shattering  case of the two murders in Caracal 

exposed alarming institutional weaknesses, the inefficiency and corruption of the police 

and judicial authorities, who failed to protect a kidnapped teenager, despite her repeated 

calls for 112. At the same time, the Caracal case revealed the deeply rooted misogyny still 

prevalent in Romanian society, where victim blaming attitudes and tolerance toward 

sexual abuse are still common attitudes to be found among 112 operators, the police, the 

media who sensationalised the murders and hunted down the victims’ families, but also 

in individuals who have seen the tragedy as an opportunity to advance their career and 

public visibility. The case also revealed links between heads of trafficking networks and 

representatives of public authorities. Although the case has shaken public opinion, it has 

not triggered systemic changes or a real public debate on the topic of violence against 
women and teenage girls.  

The area of human rights has not received particular attention from decision-makers this 

year, partly due to the lack of political stability: 2019 witnesses presidential and 

European Parliament elections, as well as a referendum  on justice, while PSD leader Liviu 

Dragnea was sentenced and imprisoned, opening up room for struggles for political 

power. The year was also marked by the adoption of a law that makes the activity of 

nongovernmental organizations difficult, obliging them to report all their “real 

beneficiaries” to the authorities. Although the law has entered into force, its 

implementation remains unclear and the obligations place an additional burden on the 

nongovernmental sector, which already receives little support from the state. 

Discriminatory speech and hate speech continued to be spread in the public arena, by 

opinion formers, journalists and politicians, especially against Roma and LGBTQIA 

people, but also against the Jewish community and people with disabilities. This is also 

reflected in the intensive activity of the National Council for Combatting Discrimination 

(CNCD), which in 2019 received the most complaints and issued the highest number of 

decisions since its establishment in 2002. I recall here journalist Radu Banciu’s racist 

comments against Serena Williams; the xenophobic statement against Jews of Aurelian 

Bădulescu, the deputy mayor of Bucharest, as well as his homophobic remarks; the Nazi 

salute published on Facebook by the president of the Hungarian People's Party of 

Transylvania (PPMT), Csomortanyi Istvan, and the racist statements against Roma of 

Cristi Misăilă, the mayor of Focșani – all sanctioned by CNDC.1 

ACTEDO’s Priorities in 2019 

In 2019, ACTEDO continued to facilitate the access to justice of people in vulnerable 

situations, who have faced human rights violations. This year, 79 people requested pro 

bono legal assistance through The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, but only 25 of 

them referred to problems of a legal nature and human rights infringements. The 

requests came from 7 counties and from Bucharest, while one was from abroad, from 

Italy. Of these, 12 were assigned to attorneys, while the rest of the applicants decided not 

to pursue legal action, either because the issue in relation to which they contacted us was 

                                                           
1 For more details, see the 2019 Activity Report of the National Council for Combatting Discrimination here.  

https://main.components.ro/uploads/1d3a0bf8b95391b825aa56853282d5da/2020/04/raport-de-activitate-cncd-2019-21x30-ro-cc-r4-online.pdf
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solved or because they no longer wanted legal assistance. In the same time, The Pro Bono 

Network for Human Rights grew: 16 new attorneys joined us in 2019, from 13 counties 
and one from the Republic of Moldova.  

At the same time, we conducted a comprehensive research on how the EU Directive 

29/2012 (also known as the Victims’ Directive) was transposed and implemented in 

Romania in order to guarantee the rights of victims of crime and their protection. The 

national report, carried out within the framework of the European VOCIARE project, 

indicated gaps in victim support services, in the training of professionals who come into 

contact with victims, as well as in the identification and provision of special protection 
needs. 

In 2019 we started two new projects with national and international partners. The 

European project ROAR: Empowering Victims of Cybercrime aims to bring non-consensual 

pornography and the sexual exploitation of children online on the public agenda on the 

public agenda, while improving the quality of legal assistance provided through The Pro 

Bono Network for Human Rights and our ability to direct victims towards support 

services. The national project INTERSECT – Changing the Narrative of Discrimination 

focuses on multiple discrimination and the intersectionality between ethnicity and sexual 

orientation and/ or gender identity. The project brings LGBTQIA Roma to the forefront 

and aims to contribute to combatting discrimination against these minorities through 

information, awareness and advocacy activities, as well as by strengthening the capacity 

of young Roma and LGBTQIA people at the local level to get involved and promote 
activities and policies that affect them. 

Last but not least, we continued to promote equal rights regardless of sexual orientation 

and gender identity through activities such as filing complaints with the National Council 

for Combatting Discrimination, organizing workshops for LGBTQIA allies at the Cluj Pride 

festival and participating in debates and film screenings on the topic. We also joined the 

team of the Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences (FSPAC), 

from Babeș-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca, to organize the faculty’s first conference 

dedicated to gender equality, Communicating Gender, scheduled for 2020. Lastly, we were 

present in the Cluj community, taking part in the fair for nongovernmental organisations, 

ONG Expo. The increase of the organisation's activity was reflected less in ACTEDO’s 

budget and more in our active policy of recruiting new members, so that, towards the end 

of 2019, ACTEDO’s team increased, 8 new trainees joining the Legal Department and the 
Communication Department, respectively. 

 

Alexandra Columban 

Legal Representative ACTEDO    
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Part of the ACTEDO team at ONG Expo, June 21st, Cluj-Napoca 
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ABOUT ACTEDO 

The Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO) is a non-governmental 

organization (NGO) established in Cluj-Napoca in 2013 with the goal of promoting 

fundamental rights and gender equality and acting against human rights violations. 

ACTEDO’s Mission. Through legal assistance, advocacy, informative and educational 

activities, ACTEDO contributes to preventing and combatting abuse against the members 

of our society who are vulnerable to discrimination and social exclusion, supporting them 

to exercise their rights fully and in complete equality with others.  

ACTEDO’s Principles, as specified by our Bylaw, are respect for and protection of 

fundamental human rights and freedoms, gender equality, social justice, active and public 

participation, and transparency. 

ACTEDO's strategy 
Our strategy is based on three pillars: 

1. ACCES TO JUSTICE. ACTEDO strengthens the effective access to justice of vulnerable 

groups by promoting and facilitating pro bono legal assistance, organising training 

sessions for lawyers, and influencing public policies in order to remove obstacles to 

justice.  

2. GENDER EQUALITY. The organization fights against discrimination based on gender, 

sexual orientation and gender identity by engaging in activities aimed at preventing 

violence against women and improving the legal and institutional framework for the 

protection of victims of gender violence. ACTEDO coordinated, between 2015 and 2016, 

the national network Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence, which implemented an 

advocacy campaign for the development of integrated services for survivors of sexual 
violence, in the context of Romania's ratification of the Istanbul Convention.  

3. HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION. ACTEDO mobilizes citizens and public opinion in order 

to defend human rights by organising workshops for pupils and students, organising 

debates and public conferences, and actively exercising the right to free assembly and 

freedom of expression. 

📌More details can be found at www.actedo.org.  

 

http://www.actedo.org/
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Awards 

In its six years of existence, the impact of the organization has been recognized through 

three prestigious awards: the European Award for Local Pro Bono Impact, the 3rd Prize at 

the Civil Society Gala, and the 1st Prize at the Romanian Youth Gala, the last one being 

shared with our colleagues, LGBTQIA activists and Go Free Association.  

 

EUROPEAN AWARD FOR LOCAL PRO BONO IMPACT at the European Pro Bono 

Forum, organized in Amsterdam, November 2016. The prize honours the best local legal 

project in the European Union. It was awarded by PILnet – The Global Network for Public 

Interest Law, one of the biggest international organizations that promotes the rule of law 

and human rights through legal instruments. A jury of law specialists and civil society 

leaders at a European level chose The Pro Bono Human Rights Network as the winner 

out of 17 remarkable pro bono initiatives across EU Member States. 

 

 

European Pro Bono Forum, Amsterdam, 2016. From left to right: Iulia Pascu, Dana Ududec, Roxana 

Mândruțiu, Adela Dumbrăvan, Alexandra Columban. 
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THIRD PRIZE FOR DEFENSE OF 

INDIVIDUAL/ COLLECTIVE 

RIGHTS at the Civil Society Gala, 

that took place in Bucharest in June 

2016. Since 2002, the Civil Society 

Gala has promoted and has annually 

celebrated the activity of the non-

profit sector in Romania. Our 

project, The Pro Bono Human 

Rights Network, was selected from 

a total of 13 projects submitted in 

the category “Defence of 

Individual/Collective Rights”. The jury consisted of leaders and opinion-makers from civil 

society and the non-profit sector, journalists, sociologists, researchers, public figures, and 

representatives of the private sector. 

 

FIRST PRIZE IN THE ''YOUTH COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT'' CATEGORY at the 

Romanian Youth Gala, organised in Bacău, November 2017 by the Ministry for Youth and 

Sports. The prize was awarded to the team behind the #SpuneDrept campaign during 

Cluj Pride 2017: the LGBTQIA activists now members of the NGOs PRIDE Romania and 

PRISMA, Go Free Association and ACTEDO. The first edition of the LGBTQIA community 

festival in the heart of Transylvania was built around the online campaign #SpuneDrept 

(which roughly translates to #SayItRight/ #SayItTruthfully), which gathered the 

community and their 

allies, who, through 

video messages, 

expressed their 

solidarity and support 

for equal rights 

regardless of sexual 

orientation and 

gender identity. 

Moreover, through the 

#SpuneDrept march, 

LGBTQIA people lay a 

claim to the public 

space of Cluj and 

exercised their right to 

free assembly. 
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National Affiliations 

ACTEDO is a member of The Equality Alliance, alongside the Center for Legal Resources 

(initiator), MozaiQ LGBT Association, the Roma Center for Social Intervention and Studies 

(Romani CRISS) and the Elie Wiesel National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust in 

Romania. The Alliance’s mission is to combat hate and discrimination, to foster diversity 

and equality of chances for all within the 

broader framework of human rights 

protection, and to promote the principles 

and values of a democratic society in 

Romania. In addition, ACTEDO is part of 

the informal non-governmental networks 

Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence 

and the Coalition for Gender Equality 

which support integrated services for 

victims of sexual violence, while 

promoting the principle of gender 

equality, the greater participation of 

women in politics and the introduction of 

sexual education in schools.  

📌More details about the Equality 

Alliance here. 

📌More details about the Breaking the Silence on Sexual Violence here.  

📌More details about the Coalition for Gender Equality here. 

 

 

International Affiliations 

ACTEDO is a member of the European Pro Bono Alliance, which brings together law 
firms and European NGOs that practice and promote pro bono legal assistance.  

📌More details about the European Pro Bono Alliance here.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.crj.ro/en/the-equality-alliance/
http://violentadegen.ro/
https://ongen.ro/
https://europeanprobonoalliance.org/
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ONGOING PROJECTS  

I. The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights 

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights is the only clearinghouse in Romania 

dedicated to people from vulnerable groups whose fundamental rights are violated. 

Created in December 2014 by ACTEDO in order to facilitate the access to justice of 

vulnerable people or people exposed to discrimination or exclusion, The Pro Bono 

Network collaborates with attorneys from around the country who get involved in 

solving problems such as domestic violence, harassment, forced evictions, 

discrimination, access to education and health for people with disabilities, etc. 

Through The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, we provide the legal instruments 

necessary for people in vulnerable situations to defend their rights. We work with Roma 

people, people with disabilities, people with HIV/ AIDS, 

victims of domestic and gender-based violence, LGBT+ 

people, young people over 18 leaving the child protection 

system, women, families with more than two children 

and single-parent families at risk, children and elderly 

people at risk, people who have executed criminal 

penalties or educational measures, people with drug and 

alcohol addictions, homeless people, people affected by 

chronic or occupational illnesses, refugees and asylum 
seekers.  

📌People who want to request legal assistance are asked to fill in this application.2 

📌Attorneys that want to enrol in The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights are 

requested to fill in this form.3 

Beneficiaries of The Pro Bono Network in 2019 

In 2019, ACTEDO received 79 requests for pro bono legal assistance from all over 

Romania and even cross-border requests. Of these, 25 were eligible, meaning they 

covered legal problems and infringements on fundamental rights, or they did not come 

from people who were already collaborating with an attorney on their respective 

problems.  

The requests came from 7 counties – Iași, Hunedoara, Brașov, Cluj, Călărași, Mureș, Sălaj 

– and from Bucharest, and one request was from abroad, from Italy. Out of these, 12 cases 

were taken over by attorneys, with 20 people receiving legal assistance, the others 

relinquishing legal proceedings, either because the legal problem for which they 
contacted us was resolved or because they did not want legal assistance anymore. 

                                                           
2http://probono.actedo.org/ro/formular-de-aplicatie-persoane-fizice/ 
3http://probono.actedo.org/ro/formular-de-inscriere-avocati/ 

http://probono.actedo.org/ro/solicita-asistenta-juridica-pro-bono/
http://probono.actedo.org/ro/formular-de-inscriere-avocati/
http://probono.actedo.org/ro/formular-de-aplicatie-persoane-fizice/
http://probono.actedo.org/ro/formular-de-inscriere-avocati/
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The main human rights areas for which 

our Pro Bono Attorneys provided legal 
assistance in 2019 were: 

 domestic violence and violence 

against women 

 discrimination based on 

mental health and on sexual 

orientation 

 access to education for 

children with disabilities  

 harassment 

 human trafficking 

 assignment of disability degree 
 housing rights 

 

From the perspective of the social 

categories vulnerable to 

discriminations and exclusion, as in 

the previous years, requests coming 
from the following categories prevailed: 

 women 

 people with disabilities 

 children (ACTEDO being 

contacted by a legal 
representative) 

 

 

Pro Bono Attorneys 

By the end of 2019, The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights comprised 95 attorneys, 

from 19 counties, from Bucharest and even from the Republic of Moldova. This year, 15 

attorneys joined us, from 11 counties, from Bucharest and from Chișinău. They are: 

 Lucian Bernd SĂULEANU, partner at  

Săuleanu and Associates Law Firm, 

Craiova and Dean of the Dolj Bar 

 Dragoș-Constantin BARBU, individual 

Law Office, Iași, Iași Bar  

 Călin PIPERNEA, individual Law Office, 

Iași, Iași Bar  

 Alexandra RĂILEANU, individual Law 

Office, Bacău, Bacău Bar – our first 

collaborator from this county  

 Dan ANTOHE, individual Law Office, 

Galați, Galați Bar  

 Violeta ANDRIUȚA, Law Office, Chișinău 

– our first collaborator from Republic of 

Moldova 

 Cătălin MARIN, associate at Dragne & 

Associates, Bucharest, Bucharest Bar  

 Marius-Cătălin PREDUȚ, founder of MCP 

Law Office, Bucharest, Bucharest Bar 

 Daniela Doinița NISTOR, individual Law 

Office, Mangalia, Constanța Bar  

 Amalia Stanca BONDREA, individual Law Office, Cluj-Napoca, Vâlcea Bar  

 Lavinia IUȘAN, apprentice attorney, individual Law Office, Cluj-Napoca, Cluj Bar 
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 Alexandra LUCHIN, apprentice attorney, individual Law Office, Timișoara, Timiș 

Bar  

 Paula MANCIULEA, apprentice attorney, Alba-Iulia, Alba Bar – our first 

collaborator from this county  

 Dana Maria ONA, individual Law Office, Baia Mare, Maramureș Bar 

 Corina MARA, cabinet individual, Oradea, Bihor Bar  

This year, 9 attorneys provided pro bono legal assistance and representation in the 

2019 cases, with some pro bono attorneys continuing to provide legal assistance in older 

cases. They are: 

 Smaranda CRISTEA, Iași, who took over 2 cases in 2019 

 Manuela GHEORGHIU, Cluj-Napoca, who took over 2 cases in 2019 

 Maria GRUIA, Bucharest, who took over 2 cases in 2019 

 Carina VERMEȘAN, Bucharest 

 Bogdan GĂUREAN, Bistrița 

 Octavian BOCHIȘ, Oradea 

 Oana CUIBUS, Cluj-Napoca 

 Aura IOVAN (ex TZANOS), Bucharest 
 Cristina FILIMON, Ilfov 

Pro Bono Cases in 2019  

CASE #1: ROOM AND BOARD ALLOWANCE FOR A 
CHILD WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS  

Vulnerable group: children, people with 
disabilities 

Human Rights area: #disability #education 

Ms. G. lives in Gorj County and is the mother of a 
child with special educational needs, who is entitled 
to a 50% increase of the room and board allowance. 
Ms. G. submitted an application for an increase of 
the allowance and even though the law supports Ms. 
G., the institution first responded that the allowance 
was offered only to people diagnosed with HIV/ 
AIDS, later claiming that an increase is offered 
starting with primary school only.  

Pro Bono Attorney Smaranda Cristea from Iași is 
offering long distance legal assistance to Mrs. G. in 
order to help her obtain an increase in her child's 
allowance.  

CASE #2: KENYAN WOMAN SEEKS ASSISTANCE 
IN ORDER TO DIVORCE ABUSIVE HUSBAND  

Vulnerable group: women 
Human Rights area: #domesticviolence 
#violenceagainstwomen #familylaw 

Mrs. M. is a Kenyan woman married to a Romanian 
citizen with whom she has a little girl. Mrs. M. is a 
victim of physical abuse perpetuated by her 
husband, as well as psychological and emotional 

abuse, with her husband forbidding her to visit her 
family in Kenya. She filed several complaints 
following her husband's domestic violence acts and 
obtained a forensic medical report. Following the 
pressure from her husband's family, Mrs. M. had to 
withdraw her complaint. Although she wanted to 
divorce amicably on a number of occasions, her 
husband never agreed to the divorce. 

Pro Bono Attorney Bogdan Găurean (Bistrita-
Năsăud Bar) is offering Ms. M. legal assistance and 
representation in court so that she can initiate the 
divorce process.  

CASE #3 HARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION 
OF A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY  

Vulnerable group: people with disabilities 
Human Rights area: #discrimination 
#harassment 

Mr. B. is a person with a disability, who works in a 
Mall, where he is constantly subjected to 
harassment and verbal insults by another 
employee. Mr. B. filed a complaint against the 
employee at the National Council for Combating 
Discrimination, which commenced an investigation 
that involved the hearing of 4 eyewitnesses.  

Pro Bono Attorneys Carina Vermeșan and Maria 
Coman from Bucharest have taken over the case 
and are offering legal assistance to Mr. B. 
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CASE #4 VICTIM OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING   

Vulnerable group: women 
Human Rights area: #abduction 
#deprivationofliberty #humantrafficking 

Mrs. D. lives in Iași County and she was the victim of 
a criminal organization specialised in human 
trafficking from Iași County. Mrs. D. filed a 
complaint with the Police, which resulted in some of 
the traffickers being convicted, but not the leaders 
of the criminal organization. Moreover, during the 
trial, she did not receive the status of protected 
witness and she was abducted again. Later on, she 
managed to escape, but her collaboration with the 
police was a difficult one, because they did not 
investigate her abduction, as she was unable to 
provide clear evidence to support her claim.  

The case was taken over by Pro Bono Attorney 
Smaranda Cristea (Iași Bar) who is offering Mrs. D. 
legal assistance in order to hold the guilty people 
accountable. 

CASE #5 CHILDREN TAKEN BY THE GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE AND 
CHILD PROTECTION (DGASPC) WITHOUT 
REACHING OUT TO THEIR RELATIVES 

Vulnerable group: children 
Human Rights area: #children #children'srights 

Mr. G. reached out to us after the three underaged 
children of his uncle where taken by DGASPC Bihor 
after their mother's death and their father's 
disappearance. Mr. G. lives abroad and he tried to 
contact DGASPC Bihor in order to obtain more 
information about the children because he was not 
contacted regarding the children and was not asked 
if he wanted to take the children into care. His 
request was denied because he could not prove that 
he is a relative of the children. Mr. G. received no 
guidance on how to prove it or how to start the legal 
proceedings in this matter. He is worried about the 
children's health and life, and he is suspecting 
serious infringements on children's rights.   

Pro Bono Attorney Octavian Bochiș (Bihor Bar 
Association) has taken over the case and is offering 
legal assistance to Mr. G. in order for him to start the 
legal proceedings to take the children into his care.  

CASE #6 CHILD SUPPORT 

Vulnerable group:  women, people with 
disabilities 
Human Rights area: #domesticviolence  
#parentalrights 

Mrs. T. lives in Ilfov County and is the mother of an 
underaged child. She is not married and she does 
not live with her child's father, but she does live 

with her child and her mother. Mrs. T has a 
disability and her mother (the maternal 
grandmother of the child) is her personal assistant. 
The father does not help raise the child and is 
suspected to be an alcoholic. Multiple times, he 
behaved violently towards the child's mother and 
grandmother, when he went to their house and 
threatened to kill them. The police was notified 
about these events, but the victims did not want a 
restraining order. Mrs. T. contacted us after the 
father started court proceedings in order to obtain 
a visitation schedule that will take place exclusively 
in the absence of the maternal grandmother, which 
was perceived by Mrs. T. as another attempt of 
abuse and harassment.  

Pro Bono Attorney Cristina Filimon from Ilfov Bar 
has taken over the case and is helping Mrs. T. write 
a counterstatement through which she will request 
child support. 

CASE #7 MENTAL ILLNESS DISCRIMINATION AT 
THE WORK PLACE 

Vulnerable group: women, people with chronic 
illnesses  
Human Rights area: #discrimination 
#labourlaw #mentalillness 

Mrs. M. is living in Cluj-Napoca and claims that she 
was discriminated at the workplace as her 
employer refuses to give her a promotion because 
of the illness that she was diagnosed with. 
Moreover, she was fired from her position as a 
result of taking 5 weeks of medical leave.   

Pro Bono Attorney Manuela Gheorghiu from Cluj 
Bar is offering legal assistance to Mrs. M., later on 
deciding if the matter should be solved with a court 
trial against the employer.   

CASE #8 MENTAL ILLNESS DISCRIMINATION AT 
THE WORK PLACE 

Vulnerable group: women 

Human Rights area: #discrimination 
#labourlaw #mentalilness 

Mrs. C. lives in Bucharest and claims that she was 
discriminated at the workplace because of her 
mental illness. She states that her individual labour 
contract was abusively terminated, without 
respecting the obligation to inform the employer 
about the decision regarding termination of 
employment, during the legal period of time. 

Pro Bono Attorney Aura Iovan from Bucharest has 
taken over the case and is helping Mrs. C. to 
determine what her legal options are in order to 
find a solution to her situation. 
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CASE #9 DISCRIMINATION OF A LGBT PERSON 

Vulnerable group: LGBT people 
Human Rights area: #discrimination  

Mr. R. lives in Bucharest and is part of the LGBT 
community. He was fined by the police while he was 
in a cruising area and the following weeks he 
received through mail multiple reports for 
contraventions. He claims that the actions detailed 
in the reports are not true and the majority of them 
refer to places where he was not present at the 
mentioned time.  The case, brought to us by the 
ACCEPT Association, also contains evidence for 
abusive behaviour on the part of the police officers. 

Pro Bono Attorney Maria Gruia from Bucharest 
took over the case and, with the support of ACCEPT, 
is offering legal assistance to Mr. R. to appeal the 
fines. 

CASE #10 ENFORCEMENT ORDER WITH 
PROCEDURAL DEFICIENCIES 

Vulnerable group: women 
Human Rights area:  #righttohousing 

Mrs. B. lives in Bucharest and she contacted us 
regarding the enforcement of a judgement that puts 
her right to housing at risk. She claims that she was 
deceived into contracting a fraudulent loan which 
she must now pay back. Even though Mrs. B. filed 
criminal complaints and the credit scam is under 
criminal prosecution, her loan debt was transferred 
to firms specialised in debt recovery that proceeded 
to obtain an enforcement order that presented 
procedural deficiencies. The criminal investigation 
authorities refuse to cooperate with Mrs. B. and 
there is the imminent risk of her losing her rented 
house. 

Pro Bono Attorney Maria Gruia is offering pro bono 
legal assistance to Mrs. B. hoping that she will not 
receive an enforcement order.  

CASE #11 APPEALING THE ASSIGNMENT OF A 
CHILD'S DISABILITY DEGREE CERTIFICATE 

Vulnerable group: children, people with 
disabilities 
Human Rights area: #health #socialrights 

Mr. F. lives in Cluj-Napoca and has a three-year-old 
boy who suffers from microcephaly, a condition 
that has severely affected his locomotor system and 
the development of his communication skills. The 
child has been treated by several neurologists so far 
and most of them were of the opinion that the boy 
should be classified as severely disabled. However, 
the specialized committee granted the child only 
the profound degree of disability, offering a vague 
motivation. Mr. F. wants to appeal and has 
contacted us to request legal support in this matter. 

Pro Bono Attorney Oana Cuibus (Cluj Bar) took 
over the case and offered Mr. F. legal advice so that 
his son could obtain the modification of the 
classification in the appropriate degree of disability. 

CASE #12 PARENTAL RIGHTS OF A SINGLE 
MOTHER 

Vulnerable group: women 
Human Rights area: #parentalrights 

Mrs. V. is a single mother of a two and a half year-
old-boy whose father has been living abroad for 
four years. Her financial situation is precarious, and 
the father is not fulfilling his parental obligations in 
any way. Thus, Mrs. V. contacted ACTEDO in order 
to start the legal proceedings for the child support 
that she needs in order to raise her child.  

Pro Bono Attorney Mrs. Manuela Gheorghiu (Cluj 
Bar) has taken over the case and is offering legal 
assistance and representation to Mrs. V. 
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II. VOCIARE: Victims of Crime Implementation Analysis of Rights in 

Europe 

ACTEDO finalized the partnership within the project VOCIARE: Victims of Crime 

Implementation Analysis of Rights in Europe, held between January 2017 and December 

2019, funded by the Directorate of Justice of the European Commission and coordinated 

by Victim Support Europe (VSE), an umbrella organization for victims’ rights at European 

level. This project was necessary as it provided an overview of the rights and support 

services for victims of crime across Europe, identifying shortcomings and weaknesses, 

but also good practices which have the potential to be transferred to Romania.4  

Moreover, the project mapped a series of needs and recommendations in a standard 

format for all EU members (except the UK and Denmark), serving as a basis for specialists 

and decision makers. 

VOCIARE consisted of 

research activities, which 

included document analysis, 

the application of a 

standardised questionnaire 

for all EU Member States to 

practitioners and specialists, 

as well as interviews with 

them. The final results of the 

project are 26 national reports 

and a Synthesis Report 

containing the main 

information from the national 

reports and presenting the 

conclusions of this research at 

European level. The 

recommendations resulting 

from the analysis were then 

disseminated at national and European level through the available platforms of the 
participating organisations as well as of VSE. 

 

                                                           
4 Other project partners were: Associação Portuguesa de Apoio à Vítima - APAV (Portugal), Slachtofferhulp 
Nederland (Netherlands), Weisser Ring (Germany), Weisser Ring Austria (Austria), Rikosuhripaivystys / 
Victim Support Finland (Finland), France Victimes (France), Victim Support Malta (Malta), 
Brottsofferjouren Sverige / Victim Support Sweden (Sweden), Bijeli krug Hrvatske / White Circle Croatia 
(Croatia), Subvenia Victima (Poland), Crime Victims Helpline (Ireland), Associazione LIBRA Onlus (Italy) , 
European Public Law Organization - EPLO (Greece), Universitatea Lleida / UdL (Spain), Association for the 
Prevention and Handling of Violence in the Family - SPAVO (Cyprus), Human Rights Monitoring Institute 
(Lithuania), Društvo za nenasilno komunikacijo / Association for non-violent Communication (Slovenia), 
Tilburg University, International Victimology Institute Tilburg - INTERVICT (Netherlands), 
Brottsoffermyndigheten - Crime Victim Compensation and Support Authority (Sweden). 
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The main result of VOCIARE in 2019 is a final report that evaluated the progress made by 

Romania in implementing Directive 2012/29/ EU establishing minimum standards on 

the rights, support and protection of victims of crime. The report includes a diagnosis of 

support services for victims, good practices in the field, as well as recommendations for 

stakeholders – up toMarch 2019. Some of the recommendations include: 

 

👉It is necessary for Romania to develop generic support services for victims of 

crime, as the country is currently among the few EU member states that do not have such 

services. Also, specialized support services (such as shelters, psychological counseling, 

legal assistance), provided either by state social services (DGASPCs and SPAS) or by 

NGOs, are insufficient, often inadequate for the needs of the victims and poorly 

distributed geographically, while almost entirely absent from rural areas. In addition, 

they are often limited to children who are victims of abuse and neglect, victims of 

domestic violence and trafficking in human beings and do not include all victims of 

crime. 

👉Although Romania has made progress on the right to protection of victims by 

introducing the protection order in 2012, this tool is still largely ineffective, as 

sanctions are rarely applied if the perpetrator violates the protection order. There is also 

a systematic failure of the police to intervene in cases of domestic violence and breaches 

of protection orders, which perpetuates a culture of impunity for domestic abusers. In 

addition, this tool can only be accessed by victims of domestic violence, although victims 

of gender-based violence, including sexual violence and human trafficking, committed by 

a person outside the family may be equally vulnerable to abuse, revenge or intimidation. 

👉Although essential for the protection of victims, judicial authorities do not 

usually carry out individual assessments of victims to identify specific protection 

needs. According to the Code of Criminal Procedure, certain categories of victims are 

presumed to be vulnerable, including victims of domestic violence, children, victims of 

hate crimes and trafficking in human beings. However, the obligation to adopt specific 

protection measures is not specified, which may expose victims. 

👉Regarding the right of victims to information from the first contact with a 

competent authority, as well as to receiving information about their case throughout the 

criminal process, there are no clear regulations and measures to ensure that victims 

are indeed informed about their rights and role in proceedings and that they 

understand the information provided to them. 

👉There is a need for (more) interdisciplinary training programs for 

professionals who come into contact with victims of crime – police officers, 

prosecutors, judges, lawyers, as well as representatives of victim support organizations, 

psychologists and social workers – among whom there must be real collaboration for an 
effective intervention. 

👉Improvement of cross-sectoral cooperation and referral is needed to ensure 

a more effective response to the needs of victims, but also to encourage the exchange of 
good practices between public and private actors. 
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👉More funding from public and private sources needs to be allocated to 

victim support services to ensure that victims of crime receive the information, 

protection and support they need. Funding should include the active support of victim 

support organizations, increasing the annual budget for public legal aid, regulating and 

removing restrictions on pro bono legal assistance, supporting organisational and 

professional development activities, and funding national programs aimed at reducing 
violence and supporting victims. 

 

📌 The full report is available in English here. 

📌 For more information about the project, as well as to access the national reports 

from the other 25 EU countries included in the analysis, see this link.  

 

 

 

Image from the One Voice, One Cause campaign promoting the VOCIARE project and raising awareness on 

the rights of victims of crime. © Victim Support Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

http://actedo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/VOCIARE_National_Report_Romania_final-report.pdf
https://victimsupport.eu/about-us/our-projects/vociare/
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III. ROAR: Empowering Victims of Cybercrime 
 

Between 1% and 15% of Europeans are victims of a type of cybercrime each year, which 

means that between 5 and 76 million people in the EU are affected by online fraud, 

identity theft, cyberbullying or online sexual harassment5. Most of these attacks go 

unnoticed and are not reported. Successful 

prevention and combating of cybercrime involves 

a thorough understanding of the phenomenon, as 

well as of the role of actors involved in preventing 

and combatting cybercrime: professionals, 

decision makers and the general public.  

The European Commission defines cybercrime as 

a crime committed by use of electronic 

communications networks and information 

systems. It is an increasingly common crime that 

transcends national borders.6 ROAR: Empowering 

Victims of Cybercrime was designed to encourage 

the prevention and reporting of cybercrime, 

while improving protection and support for 
victims. 

ROAR aims to improve the understanding of 

cybercrime among judicial authorities, to develop specialized pilot units to support 

victims and to improve cooperation between victim support services and judicial 

authorities. ROAR will also promote the cooperation of public authorities with the private 

sector, including the IT industry, which will play a key role in supporting awareness-
raising and information activities for the general public. 

The project is coordinated by the Portuguese Association for Victim Support (APAV). The 

project partners are ACTEDO, the Public Prosecutor's Office Portugal (PGR), the 
Republican National Guard (GNR) Portugal, Altis Portugal, Weisser Ring (Germany). 

ROAR takes place between January 2019 and December 2020 and is funded by the 

Internal Security Fund - Police of the Department of Migration and Internal Affairs of the 
European Commission. 

The main objective of the project is to promote the prevention and reporting of 

cybercrime and to improve the protection and support services for victims in Portugal, 

Germany and Romania. 

 

 

                                                           
5 Reep-van den Bergh, C.M.M. & Junger, M., “Victims of cybercrime in Europe: a review of victim surveys”, 
in Crime Science, (2018) 7: 5. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40163-018-0079-3. 
6 European Commission, Cybercrime: https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-
do/policies/cybercrime_en  

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/cybercrime_en
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/cybercrime_en
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Main activities and expected results: 

👉 Organizing working meetings for specialists and decision makers; 

👉 Carrying out cross-border technical visits; 

👉 Developing thematic workshops for judicial authorities and specialists and creating 

two comprehensive manuals on the training of support workers for victims of cybercrime 

and, respectively, good European practices in the field; 

👉 Conducting thematic workshops for children and young people; 

👉 Implementating an awareness campaign; 

👉 Contributing to a broad understanding of the phenomenon of cybercrime; 

👉 Improving cross-sectoral cooperation between victim support services, judicial 

authorities, IT companies and policy makers; 

👉 Creating/ Improving procedures and regulations to provide support to victims of 

cybercrime, victims of online sex crimes; 

👉 Increasing awareness of cyber risks and cybercrime, as well as disseminating 

information on prevention and protection strategies for the use of IT and social networks; 

👉  Training professionals for specialized assistance for victims of cybercrime; 

👉  Implementation of a pilot centre in Portugal for specialized assistance to victims of 

cybercrime, with a focus on online sexual exploitation of children and young people. 

In 2019, the ROAR team organized project management meetings in Lisbon, Portugal and 

in Bucharest, a technical visit to the National Unit for Combatting Cybercrime and 

Technology Crime of the Judicial Police in Lisbon, provided information and awareness 

materials on these crimes, through involvement of the private sector, in particular Altis, 

the largest telecommunications company in Portugal. At the same time, we have started  

developing two handbooks 

on cybercrime: a training 

book for victim support 

workers and a collection of 

European best practices in 

the field. 

In Romania, on November 

14, ACTEDO organized and 

moderated the round table 

"Gaps, challenges and 

good practices in 

preventing and 

combatting cybercrime", 

in Bucharest. The meeting Masa rotundă, 14 nov., București Round table, Nov. 14, Bucharest 
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brought together judicial authorities, representatives of victim support services and 

institutions with a role in monitoring and strategy in the field of cybercrime: the Service 

for Combating Cybercrime within the Directorate for Combatting Organized Crime of the 

Romanian Police, the NGO Save the Children, representatives of the Prosecutor's Offices 

in addition to Judges, the National Agency Against Trafficking in Human Beings (ANITP), 

Social Services – DGASPCs, DGAS Bucharest, the National Authority for the Protection of 

the Rights of the Child and Adoption (ANPDCA), the National Union of Romanian Bars 

(UNBR), the National Institute for the Training and Advocacy of Lawyers (INPPA), the 

Ministry of Labour, People's Advocate, NGOs, etc. The round table discussed national and 

European trends in cybercrime, especially with regard to online sexual exploitation of 

children, identified weaknesses in inter-institutional collaboration in Romania and was 

inspired by good practices from Portugal and Germany, shared by our colleagues from 

APAV, the Public Prosecutor's Office Portugal (PGR), the Republican National Guard 

(GNR) Portugal, Telecom Portugal and Weisser Ring (Germany). 

Moreover, the ROAR team visited the office of Save the Children in Bucharest. The NGO 

representatives described their project Ora de Net (The Internet Class) to us and shared 

their experience in managing cases of online sexual abuse of children. In addition to 

information, prevention and counselling activities for victims, Save the Children offers 

anyone the option to report online materials with illegal content (sexual abuse of 

children, child pornography, etc.). Illegal materials are then directed to the Police, in what 
we consider to be a good practice of collaboration of a judicial authority with an NGO.  

📌More information at https://oradenet.salvaticopiii.ro/ 

 

 

 

Study visit to Save the Children, Nov. 14th, Bucharest 

https://oradenet.salvaticopiii.ro/
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IV. INTERSECT – Changing the Narrative of Discrimination 

The national project INTERSECT – Changing the Narrative of Discrimination aims to 

combat discrimination against Roma and LGBTQIA people through information, 

awareness and advocacy activities, as well as to strengthen the capacity of young Roma 

and LGBTQIA at the local level to get involved and promote activities and policies that 

affect them. At the same time, INTERSECT intends to support the development of a non-

discriminatory civil society, by attracting and involving supporters in project activities. 

Last but not least, the project wants to bring intersectionality and multiple discrimination 

on the public agenda. 

The project is coordinated by the Center for Legal Resources (CRJ) and implemented in 

partnership with ACTEDO, MozaiQ LGBT Association and UCTRR – The Civic Union of 

Young Roma in Romania. INTERSECT takes place between August 2019 - July 2021 and 

is co-financed by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Program of the European Union 

(2014-2020) 

 

Activities: 

👉 Identifying the needs of young Roma and LGBT Roma in five cities in Romania, 

followed by training, information sessions, and mentoring activities for participants, as 

well as workshops and the subsequent implementation of local information campaigns, 

carried out by the young participants in project, with the support of partner 
organizations; 

👉 Representing the interests of young Roma and LGBT Roma in at least fifteen cases of 

discrimination; 

👉 Training courses for representatives of local authorities from five cities and 

workshops with students in universities. Supporting young Roma and LGBT Roma and 

students in working together and implementing online campaigns for non-

discrimination; 

👉 Conducting a study on the discrimination of Roma and LGBT Roma in Romania. 

Inclusion of good practices and cases identified during the project. 

👉 National awareness campaign on the discrimination of Roma and LGBT Roma. Making 

specific public policy proposals on non-discrimination. 

 

By the end of 2019, the organizations involved in the project carried out project 

management activities, including planning the project calendar and completing the 

overall strategy, and organized 5 meetings to identify the needs and problems that young 
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Roma, LGBT and LGBT Roma face, in 5 cities in Romania: Cluj-Napoca, Bucharest, 

Timișoara, Iași and Brașov. Among the problems identified by the participants are: 

 

 Racism and homophobia/ transphobia 

they face in society, but also within the 

LGBTQIA and Roma community, 

respectively; 

 Double discrimination and heightened 

discrimination faced by LGBTQIA Roma 

within the communities to which they 

belong (Roma and LGBTQIA); 

 Loneliness and social isolation as a 

result of exclusion and discrimination; 

 Lack of legal knowledge to be able to 

defend their rights in abusive situations; 

 Lack of social solidarity and support 

services, such as psychological 

counselling, support groups, etc. 

 

Based on the information provided through these meetings, the organizers designed 

training sessions for these young people, scheduled for 2020. At the same time, these first 

meetings were an opportunity to outline a series of local campaigns to be implemented 

by participants and laid the foundations for building a national network of young Roma, 

LGBTQIA and LGBTQIA Roma, connected through a Facebook group, but also through 

emails and communication with the project team. 

 

Meeting to identify the needs and problems of young LGBT Roma, Bucharest, October 29th. 
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EVENTS AND PUBLIC STANCES 

European PILnet Summit 

The European PILnet Summit, an event that replaces the annual European Pro Bono 

Forum in which ACTEDO has been participating since 2015, took place in London on June 

17-18. In 2019, PILnet - The Global Network for Public Interest Law changed the format 

of the Forum, deciding to hold a global event in Singapore and no longer organising a 

European Forum per se. At European level, the Summit is now limited to the most active 

actors in promoting pro bono advocacy, human rights and access to justice. The 2019 

edition focused on how technology can be used in the interests of the most vulnerable, to 

defend their rights. 

The Summit consisted of two different 

events. On June 17th, the Access to Justice & 

Technology Summit took place, bringing 

together pro bono legal aid providers, UN 

and public authorities, IT experts, 

researchers, academics, human rights 

activists and social entrepreneurs. Through 

interactive workshops, the participants 

were encouraged to find innovative 

technological solutions to address issues 

related to access to justice.  

A second event took place on June 18th. The 

PILnet European Convening focused on 

innovative models and strategies to support 

the sustainability and resilience of non-

governmental organizations that defend the 

public interest, human rights and the rule of 

law. Particular attention was paid to the role 

of technology and entrepreneurship in 
supporting pro bono initiatives in Europe.  

📌More information about the PILnet European Meeting here.  

 

Ally 101: Interactive workshop for LGBT+ community allies 

During the 2019 edition of the Cluj Pride community festival, ACTEDO organised an 

interactive workshop on June 12th for the allies of the LGBTQIA community. Partners of 

this activity were PRIDE Romania, the main organiser of Cluj Pride, and Casa Tranzit, 

which provided us with the venue. The 3-hour workshop covered the following topics: 

👉 What is an ally of the LGBTQIA community?  

https://www.pilnetevents.org/2019europe/
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👉 What is the role of allies in promoting non-discrimination and equal rights 

regardless of sexual orientation and/or gender identity? 

👉 How can I be a better ally? 

👉 What role should community allies play in discussions on discrimination and 

social justice?  

👉 What are the actual methods and tools through which I can get involved in 

supporting the Romanian LGBTQIA community? 

The workshop was based on non-formal education methods, such as group discussions 

facilitated by ACTEDO, working in pairs, group work, ice-breakers and others. 

There was no entrance fee and approximately 20 people attended the workshop. 

 

 

 

Ally 101 Workshop, June 12, Cluj-Napoca. From left to right:  Ileana Ionescu, Alexandra Columban 

 

 

ONG Expo 

ONG Expo took place on June 21st, at Iulius Mall Cluj-Napoca. It was an event dedicated to 

the Cluj community, open to both adults and children, and aimed to increase the visibility 

of NGOs, to attract resources, and increase their impact in the community. ONG Expo was 

organized by the Francophone Business Club of Cluj in partnership with the City Hall of 

Cluj-Napoca and the Association for Community Relations (ARC). 



 

23 
 

The event was attended by over 40 exhibiting NGOs, including ACTEDO. Visitors received 

informational materials about our organisation, brochures and stickers, were able to take 

photos with human rights messages and discussed with our team topics such as inclusive 

education, gender equality, LGBTQIA rights, social responsibility, and non-

discrimination.  

 

 

ACTEDO’s stand at the ONG Expo, June 21st, Cluj-Napoca. From left to right: Raluca Alexa, Delia Cerbu. 
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Visitor at ACTEDO’s stand, ONG Expo, June 21st, Cluj-Napoca 
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The Dialogue of the Future 

On June 21st, ACTEDO organized the Dialogue of the Future, a round table event where 

we discussed alongside prof. 

Gabriel Bădescu (FSPAC) and 

participants from Germany and 

France about Romanian civil 

society, democracy and European 

identity, as well as the main issues 

in the field of human rights in our 

country. 

The event was organized in 

partnership with Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für Auswärtige Politik 

– DGAP (German Council for 

External Relations), Institut 

Français des Relations 

Internationales – IFRI (French 

Institute for International Relations), Robert Bosch Stiftung and Faculty of Political, 

Administrative and Communication Sciences (FSPAC), Babeș-Bolyai University, who 

were kind enough to host us. 

 

Complaint to CNCD for the homophobic statements of Aurelian Bădulescu 

On October 11th, along with 10 other Romanian non-governmental organizations, 

ACTEDO filed a complaint with the National Council for Combating Discrimination 

(CNCD) against the Deputy Mayor of Bucharest, Aurelian Bădulescu, regarding 

derogatory and discriminatory statements against LGBT+ people, statements issued by 

him on October 4th, 2019, on a television show. Mr. Bădulescu declared that “We now turn 

abnormality and homosexuality and assholes into progressives. (...) As a woman, I think 

you should stop this speech about assholes.” 

In the complaint we showed that “Mr. Bădulescu’s political message targets a group of 

individuals based on certain characteristics protected by Government Ordinance 

137/2000, article 15, namely sexual orientation. Thus, Mr. Bădulescu’s message clearly 

differentiates between heterosexual and homosexual groups, the discrimination criterion 

being sexual orientation. Through his insulting statements, Aurelian Bădulescu 

establishes a sense of fear and panic regarding the LGBT community’s representation in 

the public space. This contributes to the eradication of stereotypes and prejudices about 

the undesirability of the LGBT community.” 

 

 

The Dialogue of the Future, June 21, FSPAC, Cluj-Napoca. In 
the picture: prof. Gabriel Bădescu and Alexandra Columban 
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The fact that Mr. Bădulescu is a 

public and political person is an 

aggravating factor, as is the 

incitement to hatred against a 

marginalized minority. We 

pointed out in the complaint that 

“Romanian LGBT people 

continue to face discrimination 

and marginalization, which is 

also highlighted by the wave of 

hatred in the public space in the 

context of the ‘Family 

Referendum’ in October 2018, 

but also by the latest 

Eurobarometer published by the 

European Commission which 

shows that only 38% of 

Romanians support equal rights 

for the LGBT community. A 

barometer on discrimination 

conducted by CNCD in 2019 

shows that six out of ten 

Romanians would not want a 

homosexual as a family member. 

In this context, the message of 

the Deputy Mayor of the Capital only feeds the hate speech towards this community while 

deepening the feeling of discrimination. Deputy Mayor Bădulescu’s insults must be 

sanctioned.” 

The signatories of the petition are: MozaiQ LGBT Association, Active Watch, Legal 

Resource Center (CRJ), CeRe – Resource Center for Public Participation, E-Romnja 

Association, PRIDE Romania, Prisma Cluj, Sex Workers' Rights Association in Romania 

(SWC), and The Federation of Non-Governmental Organizations for Social Services 
(FONSS) 

📌 Read the press release of the organizations that signed the complaint here.   

Queer Herstory: Movie Screening & Discussion  

On December 6th, at the Faculty of Sociology of Babeș-Bolyai University, there was a 

screening of the 1990 American documentary Paris is Burning. The movie explores New 

York's LGBT+ community and how sexuality intertwines with race, social class, and 

gender. The screening was followed by an informal discussion about LGBT+ rights and 

intersectionality with practitioners and activists in the field. The three speakers at the 

event were Alexandra Columban (ACTEDO), Emanuelle Rodrigues, a doctoral student at 

the University of Pernambuco (UFPE), Brazil, and Elias Ulrich Vaughan, trans activist. 

http://actedo.org/unsprezece-organizatii-non-guvernamentale-depun-plangeri-la-cncd-impotriva-viceprimarului-aurelian-badulescu/
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The event was organized by the Cluster Association with the support of ACTEDO and was 

part of the Student Solidarity Days – Studentology.  

📌For more details, visit the event on Facebook.   

 

Communicating Gender Conference 

On the occasion of the International Day of 

Human Rights (December 10th), the official 

launch of Communicating Gender took 

place - the first edition of the conference 

dedicated to gender, organized by the 

Faculty of Political, Administrative and 

Communication Sciences (FSPAC), Babeș-

Bolyai University, organized with 

ACTEDO’s support, among others. The 

conference is scheduled for 2020 and aims 

to bring together researchers, academics, 

students and human rights practitioners to 

explore topics related to gender and 

communication, such as gender and 

politics, masculinity and discourse, 

intersectionality, media and women's 

representation, gender violence and 

others. 

📌The official website of the conference 

here.  

📌The official Facebook page of the conference here. 

ONG Expo, June 21, Cluj-Napoca 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2458522474388630/
http://comm.gender.fspac.ubbcluj.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/CommunicatingGender
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ACTEDO TEAM 

Organizational Development 

In 2019, the financial capacity of ACTEDO saw an improvement compared to the previous 

year, mainly due to the INTERSECT and ROAR projects in which our organization is 

involved. However, the sources of funding available for small, grassroot non-

governmental organizations remain limited. Moreover, access to these funds is hampered 

by bureaucracy and the need for qualified staff in the financial and public procurement 

fields, as well as the need for a financial capacity capable of covering the organisation's 

own contribution. It is still difficult to access funds to cover the operational costs of the 

organization and support our strategic directions.  

Throughout 2019, ACTEDO had only one employee and relied heavily on the significant 

contribution of volunteers to carry out its work. This year, our team - both the Legal and 

the Communication Departments - grew by 9 members: Simona Andrei, Antonia Boilă, 

Miruna Costin, Miruna-Delia Hârbu, Ileana Ionescu, Imola Koncz, Victoria Lazur, Mara 

Miclea and Ioana Mureșan. On December 14, our colleagues Raluca Alexa, Dora Călian and 

Alexandra Columban held a training for the new members, which included notions of 

human rights, non-discrimination, legislation and the operation of The Pro Bono Network 
for Human Rights.  

 

 

Part of the ACTEDO team. From left to right:  Victoria Lazur, Miruna Costin, Mara Miclea, Ioana Mureșan, 
Alexandra Columban, Raluca Alexa and Imola Koncz. 
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ACTEDO Team in 2019 
 

 

   Alexandra Columban   

Legal Representative 

Iulia Pascu  

Founding Member 

Adela Dumbrăvan 

Founding Member 

Ioana Tuță  

Founding Member

Raluca Alexa 

Legal Adviser 

Dora Călian 

Lawyer 

 

Ioana Mureșan 

Legal Assistant 

 

Imola Koncz 

Legal Assistant 

Mara Miclea 

Legal Assistant 

 

Simona Andrei 
Legal Assistant 

Antonia Boilă 
Legal Assistant 

Miruna Costin 
Legal Assistant 

Alexa Gagu 
Legal Assistant 

Delia Cerbu 
Legal Assistant

 

Ileana Ionescu 

Communication 
Assistant 

Miruna-Delia 

Hârbu 

Communication 

Assistant 

Victoria Lazur 

Communication 
Assistant 

Vlad Cobârzan  

IT Consultant 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2019 

INCOME RON EUR 
% OF 

TOTAL 
Individual donations (Redirecting the rate of 2% of 
income tax) 

1,159 242 1% 

Donations from foundations:  
➢ Lumea ca Lumea Association 

100 21 0% 

Sponsorships from private companies 10,000 2,083 10% 
European Funds: 

➢ Internal Security Fund – Police, European 
Commission’s Department of Migration and 
Home Affairs (Call  ISFP-2017-AG-CYBER): 
ROAR project: Empowerment of victims of 
cybercrime (ACTEDO is a project partner)7 

52,811 11,002 51% 

European Funds: 
➢ Rights, Equality and Citizenship Program, of 

the European Commission Department of 
Justice and Consumers (Call REC-AG-2018): 
Intersect – Changing the Narrative of 
Discrimination project (ACTEDO is a project 
partner)8 

29,830 6,215 29% 

Other income (previous balance and exchange rates) 10.602 2.209 10% 

TOTAL INCOME 
 RON      

104,502  
 EUR            

21,771  
100% 

        
COSTS RON EUR N/A 
Salaries 
  

8,066 1,680   

Office rent 
  

7,503 1,563   

Direct project costs (transportation, organizing 
events, etc.) 

9,882 2,059   

Other administrative costs (website, accounting, 
exchange difference, bank fees, etc.) 

1,609 335   

TOTAL COSTS 
 RON         

27,059  
 EUR               

5,637  
  

    

                                                           
7 ROAR: The total estimated budget of the project is 362,583.52 Euro, of which the maximum contribution 
of the EU is 308,983.52 Euro and the contribution of the organizations implementing the project is 
53,600.00 Euro.   
8 INTERSECT: The total estimated budget of the project is 213.727,15 Euro, of which 170,980 Euro is the 
maximum EU contribution and 42,747.15 Euro is the contribution of the organizations implementing the 
project. 
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Support ACTEDO 
 

Support our projects and activities and help us ensure access to justice for vulnerable 

people! Any donation, no matter how small, helps us to defend the fundamental rights of 

the people who do not have the means to do so.   

Bank account in RON:  RO65BTRLRONCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania) 

Bank account in EURO:  RO15BTRLEURCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania) 

Redirects 2% of your income tax 

If you are an individual wanting to help, you can support us by redirecting 2% of your 

income tax. Learn more on: http://actedo.org/campania-2/.   

 

Support us through a sponsorship 

If you are a legal entity, you can develop your company's social responsibility policy and 
support ACTEDO's activities through sponsorship.   

For more details you can contact us at:  info@actedo.org.  

 

 

 

 

http://actedo.org/campania-2/
mailto:info@actedo.org


 

 

 

Contact 

Centrul de Acțiune pentru Egalitate și Drepturile Omului (ACTEDO)/  

Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO) 

 

Calea Dorobanților, nr. 15, ap. 3, 400117, Cluj-Napoca, jud. Cluj, Romania 

Website: www.actedo.org 

E-mail: info@actedo.org; actedo@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ACTEDO 


