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Foreword
The 2020-2021 period was marked by the COVID-19 pandemic, which affected all areas of
public and private life, including the global and national economy and restricting the rights of
citizens. Governments around the world were medically and logistically and even legislatively
unprepared for the challenges brought by the pandemic. On March 16, 2020, the President of
Romania instituted a two-month state of emergency, followed by a state of alert, which
maintained restrictions on the movement of citizens, the organization of events, etc. for most
of 2020 and 2021.
The year 2021 began with the introduction of the vaccine against the new coronavirus and,
implicitly, the hope of ending the pandemic. However, against the backdrop of uncertainty
and frustration, a poor understanding of scientific theories, but also a poor public
communication from the authorities, most Romanians were skeptical about this vaccine,
resulting in a stagnation of the national vaccination campaign and an extension of the
pandemic into 2022. New strains of coronavirus - Delta, Omicron - were detected in 2021 in
Romania, the latter becoming dominant at the end of the year, which raised new challenges in
managing the health situation.
The medical system was overwhelmed by the number of cases of COVID-19, which revealed
major gaps in the medical equipment and human resources in the system. The medical staff
has worked tirelessly over the past two years, sometimes to the point of exhaustion, trying to
save lives. Unfortunately, many other serious ailments have taken a secondary place in the
face of the pandemic. Equally, the education system has been severely affected: online and
especially hybrid teaching has failed in many instances, affecting not only the quality of
education but also the mental health of students and teachers.
Uninterrupted physical proximity and traffic restrictions also had a negative impact on
domestic violence, which has increased compared to previous years. Moreover, during the
period when night traffic was banned, the authorities did not communicate exceptions to this
rule, applicable to persons fleeing a situation of violence.
Women were more affected by the pandemic than men not only because of the higher risk of
being subjected to domestic violence, but also because generally feminized areas of work
(health, education) are significantly more exposed to the negative effects of the crisis.
Unemployment in 2020-2021 also disproportionately affected women, and the gender gap in
time spent on domestic work intensified during this period. There were also incidents in
which law enforcement used excessive and unjustified force against those who violated the
restrictions, and thousands of people were fined on the same grounds.
These two years have also witnessed a series of changes in the political landscape: in
December 2020, amid dissatisfaction with the pandemic's management and a very low
turnout, the majority in Parliament was changed. The same elections allowed a far-right
populist party to enter the Legislature. The fast rise of AUR (Alliance for the Union of
Romanians) is an alarm signal about the lack of control mechanisms regarding fake news and
misinformation through social media platforms (Facebook, Youtube, TikTok, etc.) and
reminds us of the fragility of democracy. With a xenophobic, anti-EU, anti-NATO and proRussian agenda, AUR was also the main political opponent of measures to combat the COVID19 pandemic.
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The resurgence of conservative movements and the attack on movements and policies for
gender equality and the rights of LGBT + people is also exemplified in the proposal to amend
the National Education Law, initiated by PMP Senator Vasile Cristian Lungu, which sought to
ban the teaching of gender identity and of gender and sex as distinct concepts. Although
initially adopted in the Senate, the proposal was not promulgated by President Iohannis, who
referred it to the Constitutional Court (CCR). In December 2020, CCR declared this law
unconstitutional.
***
Like other organizations and institutions, ACTEDO has been affected by the COVID-19
pandemic, firstly by the restrictions which have raised logistical and organizational problems
and, secondly, by the increase in the number of requests for pro bono legal assistance, in the
context of the state of emergency and, subsequently, of the state of alert. In these
circumstances, ACTEDO decided to temporarily expand the scope of The Pro Bono Network for
Human Rights, to also include the areas most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Therefore, during this period, with the support of our collaborating lawyers, we provided pro
bono legal assistance for labor law issues, including those related to safety at work, the
payment of compensations granted by law, etc.; for people affected by the cancellation of
events/ holiday packages/ flights; for practical matters relating to the closure or limitation of
the functioning of the courts; for specific issues raised by the measures taken during the state
of emergency for persons belonging to vulnerable groups, as well as for other legal issues
related to the violation of a fundamental right or freedom that arose during the quarantine
period.

A total of 72 people, including 20 children, have received pro bono legal assistance and/ or
legal representation in the last two years, with the vast majority of cases involving divorce or
parental rights in cases of domestic violence. The collaborating lawyers also provided free
legal assistance to 7 vulnerable Roma, abusively fined for violating traffic restrictions, and in
May 2020, ACTEDO published a guide for challenging fines.

In 2020-2021, we implemented and concluded two important projects: the national project
INTERSECT - Changing the Narrative of Discrimination, on the subject of intersectional
discrimination of LGBT+ Roma, and the European project ROAR: Empowering Victims of
Cybercrime. The first, coordinated by the Center for Legal Resources (CRJ), with ACTEDO as a
partner, aimed to combat discrimination against LGBT+ Roma through awareness-raising
activities and empowering young LGBT+ Roma. The ROAR project, coordinated by the Victim
Support Association APAV Portugal, aimed to prevent and encourage the reporting of
cybercrime, while improving protection and support for victims in three countries: Portugal,
Romania and Germany. In these projects, ACTEDO provided training to practitioners, held
workshops for pupils and students from several cities, drafted reports, textbooks and position
papers, and organized conferences.
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In April 2021, ACTEDO started two national projects: INTEGRIS: Integrated Support for Human
Rights and EGALIS: Gender Equality through Social Change and Education. The first,
coordinated by our association, has as its main objective the protection of the fundamental
rights of people vulnerable to discrimination and the facilitation of their access to justice and
integrated support services, by developing multisectoral collaborations and influencing policy
makers. In INTEGRIS, in 2021, we continued to provide pro bono legal assistance and improved
the internal practices of directing our beneficiaries to complementary support services at a
national level (shelters, social assistance, psychological counseling, etc.). We also organized
informative workshops for support providers across the country on domestic violence, (non)
discrimination against Roma and LGBT+ people, as well as a conference on strategic human
rights cases.
In EGALIS, coordinated by the Centre Partnership for Equality - CPE, ACTEDO is involved in
creating a handbook for teaching and integrating gender equality in secondary education. The
handbook is addressed to secondary and high school teachers, regardless of the subject
taught, and contains both theoretical and legal notions, as well as proposals for exercises and
worksheets for the classroom. ACTEDO is also responsible for an advocacy component for
gender mainstreaming in the curriculum and teaching materials.
Last but not least, in 2020-2021, ACTEDO strengthened its role as a watchdog in the field of
human rights, publishing a series of public letters, memoranda and position papers on
various topics, such as: hate speech against Roma and LGBT+ people, the abusive nature of the
legislative proposal on the prohibition of education on gender identity and the need to
regulate pro bono in Romania.
These past two years have been extremely difficult, reiterating the fragility of democracy and
fundamental rights and highlighting how crises disproportionately affect the most vulnerable
members of society, exacerbate social and political divisions and voice extremist tendencies.
It is clear that in this somber context, civil society organizations, especially those working in
the field of human rights, are essential to defending democratic values and institutions.

Alexandra Columban
Executive Director
March 2022
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ABOUT ACTEDO
The Equality and Human Rights Action Centre
(ACTEDO) is a non-governmental organization
(NGO) established in Cluj-Napoca in 2013 with
the goal of promoting fundamental rights and
gender equality and acting against human
rights violations.

MISSION
Through
legal
assistance,
advocacy,
informative and educational activities,
ACTEDO contributes to preventing and
combatting abuse against the members of
our society who are vulnerable to
discrimination
and
social
exclusion,
supporting them to exercise their rights fully
and in complete equality with others.

VISION
We contribute to social change by supporting
all citizens, especially vulnerable ones, to
enjoy dignity, equal treatment and
opportunities in all aspects of their public
life.
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ACTEDO's strategy

Our strategy is based on the following four directions:

01

ACCES TO JUSTICE

ACTEDO strengthens the effective access to justice of vulnerable groups by promoting and
facilitating pro bono legal assistance, organising training sessions for lawyers, and
conducting advocacy to influence public policies in order to remove obstacles to justice.

02

GENDER EQUALITY

We combat gender stereotypes and support victims of gender-based violence through
training activities for authorities and practitioners, as well as through reports and guides to
promote gender equality in various fields, such as education and justice.

03

ANTIDISCRIMINATION

We monitor discriminatory and hate speech and take public stances against them, by filing
petitions and writing public letters to institutions with responsibilities in this field. We
provide training and conduct watchdog activities to prevent and combat discrimination.

04

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION

We implement raising awareness campaigns and organize workshops on human rights in
Romania, for pupils and students, but also for the general public.
More information about us at www.actedo.org.
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Affiliations

COALITION FOR
GENDER EQUALITY
ACTEDO is part of the Coalition for Gender
Equality, an informal network of feminist
NGOs in Romania, who promote gender
equality through education and advocacy.

EUROPEAN PRO BONO
ALLIANCE
ACTEDO is a member of the European pro Bono
Alliance, coordinated by the international
organization PILnet and which brings together
clearinghouses, NGOs and law firms that
practice and promote pro bono.
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ONGOING PROJECTS
activities & campaigns, integrated support & our
beneficiaries

2020/2021

I. THE PRO BONO NETWORK FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS

The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights is the largest pro bono legal aid center in Romania
dedicated to people belonging to vulnerable groups, who face violations of fundamental
rights. The project was launched by ACTEDO in December 2014 and its main goal is to improve
access to justice for people in vulnerable situations. The Pro Bono network collaborates with
approx. 100 lawyers from all over the country who are actively involved in solving cases.
So far, we have supported more than 300 people in resolving serious issues such as divorce,
obtaining a protection order or obtaining custody in cases of domestic violence, filing
complaints in cases of harassment and sexual harassment, appeals in courts for forced
evictions, complaints in cases of discrimination, access for persons with disabilities to
education and health

The project is aimed at people who are vulnerable to discrimination or marginalization due to
membership in a group or minority, such as:
Roma people

families with more than two children and singleparent families at risk

persons with disabilities

women and children

people with HIV / AIDS

eldery people

victims of domestic violence, sexual and
gender-based violence

persons who have served criminal sentences or
educational measures

LGBT +

people addicted to drugs and alcohol

refugees and asylum seekers

homeless people

young people over the age of 18 who leave
the child protection system

people affected by chronic or occupational
diseases

If you would like to request pro bono legal assistance, please fill in the following form:
Pro bono legal aid application form
If you are a lawyer and would like to join the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, we invite
you to register using this form:
Pro Bono Network for Human Rights Lawyers
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The Pro Bono Network for
Human Rights in the context of
the COVID-19 pandemic

In April 2020, ACTEDO decided to temporarily expand the scope of the Pro Bono Network to
include the areas most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thus, in addition to cases of infringement of fundamental rights or freedoms, the Network's
lawyers have provided free legal assistance for the following issues:

Labor law issues, including safety at work, payment of legal compensation, etc.
The rights of persons affected by the cancellation of events / holiday packages / flights
Practical issues related to the closure or limitation of the functioning of the courts
Specific issues raised by the measures taken during the state of emergency for people
belonging to vulnerable groups
Any other legal issues related to the violation of a fundamental right or freedom that may
arise during the quarantine period.
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Beneficiaries of The Pro Bono
Network for Human Rights in
2020-2021

In 2020-2021, ACTEDO received 266 requests for legal assistance and representation in court,
of which 102 were eligible for pro bono legal assistance, the applicants being vulnerable
persons whose fundamental rights or freedoms had been violated. 48 eligible cases were
taken over by pro bono lawyers and 72 beneficiaries of legal aid. Legal assistance /
representation was provided in court for 43 cases, the rest of the persons giving up legal
proceedings.
The requests came from 21 counties in Romania, Bucharest and Chisinau (Republic of
Moldova).

The main human rights areas for which pro bono lawyers have provided free legal aid:
Gender-based violence (37.5%);
The right to benefits (18,75%);
Discrimination (14,58%);
Labor law (12,5%);
Children's rights (6,24%);
Housing rights (6,24%);
Medical malpractice (2,08%);
Property rights (2,08%).

Vulnerable groups that included legal aid recipients:
Women, victims of discrimination and gender-based violence;
Children;
Persons with disabilities;
LGBTQ+;
Mono-parental families;
People without income;
Eldery people;
Roma;
Particular situations caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Collaborating Lawyers

At the end of 2021, the project ha d106 collaborating lawyers. In 2020-2021, 23 lawyers from 11
different counties, from Bucharest and Chisinau, joined the Pro Bono Network.
These are:
Stelică-Cătălin Marin, associate within
“Dragne & Asociații”, Bucharest,
Bucharest Bar

Luminița Chiriac, individual law firm,
Iasi, Iasi Bar
Andra Badiu, individual law firm, Cluj,
Cluj Bar

Alexandra Luchin, individual law firm,
Timis, Timis Bar

Maria Mihaela Tuca, individual law firm,
Sibiu, Sibiu Bar

Violeta Andriuța, individual law firm,
Chisinau, Chisinau Bar

Alexandra-Larisa Chirilă, trainee lawyer
within ,, Smău Manuela individual law
firm”, Iasi, Iasi Bar

Alexandra Răileanu, individual law firm,
Bacau, Bacau Bar

Bianca Mădălina Eva, trainee lawyer
within,, Covalciuc Mihai individual law
firm”, Iasi, Iasi Bar

Dana Maria Ona, individual law firm,
Maramures, Maramures Bar

Crina Dan, individual law firm, BistrițaNasaud, Bucharest Bar

Teodor Brătulea, trainee lawyer within
the Professional Law Firm “Aron şi
Asociații”, Bucharest, Bucharest Bar

Melania Demian, individual law firm,
Sibiu, Sibiu Bar

Cosmin-Constantin Cojocariu, individual
law firm, Bucharest, Bucharest Bar

Luminița Susma, individual law firm,
Galati, Galati Bar

Raluca Goia, trainee lawyer within the
Professional Law Firm ,,Găureanu și
Asociații”, Bucharest, Bucharest Bar

Ovidiu- Ștefan Costache, individual law
firm, Bucharest, Bucharest Bar

Raluca-Ioana Sima-Lenghel, trainee
lawyer, individual law firm, Bihor, Bihor
Bar

Lavinia Acasandrei, trainee lawyer
within ,, Amariei Camelia individual law
firm”, Suceava, Suceava Bar

Luminița-Elena Andrieșcu, individual
law firm, Dolj, Dolj Bar

Iulia Pop, individual law firm,
Maramures, Maramures Bar

Marian Popa, individual law firm, Dolj,
Dolj Bar

Cristina Nicorici, individual law firm,
Timis, Timis Bar
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Collaborating Lawyers

In 2020-2021, 23 collaborating lawyers provided legal assistance and representation in court
on a pro bono basis:
Andrei Tărău, Bihor

Aura Iovan, București
Luminița Andrieșcu, Dolj

Octavian Bochiș, Bihor

Smaranda Cristea, Iași

Alexandra Răileanu, Bacău

Cristina Diana Onică, Sălaj

Loredana Prună, Galați

Eva Rossler Doczy, Harghita

George Zlati, Cluj

Teodora Godîncă-Herlea, Cluj

Lucian Bernd Săuleanu, Dolj

Cosmin-Constantin Cojocariu, București

Bianca Pantea, Cluj

Irinel Samoilă, București

Paula Manciulea, Alba

Karacsony Erdei-Etel, Mureș

Cristina Filimon, București

Denisa Ruge, Cluj

Adelina Corina Dumitru (ex Răcășan), Cluj

Diana Popescu, Argeș

Maria Mihaela Tucă, Sibiu

For more information on the project as well as our Pro Bono Attorneys, please consult
www.actedo.org/en/the-pro-bono-network.
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Pro Bono cases taken over in
2020-2021

Case #1: Medical Malpractice
Vulnerable group: elderly people
Human rights area: #health, #malpractice
Mr C. is retired and lives in Cluj County. He filed a complaint of malpractice at the Public
Health Department Cluj due to the way in which a doctor handled his wife's case. In 2016, she
was admitted to a hospital in a town in Cluj county, where she died. The Public Health
Department Cluj did not sanction the doctor, but the hospital ethics committee issued a
written warning against her. Therefore, Mr C. reached out to the ACTEDO team for legal
support in order to challenge the decision of the Public Health Department Cluj.
Attorney Denisa Ruge (Cluj Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance and
representation in court to Mr C.

Case #2: Discrimination
Vulnerable group: LGBTQ+
Human rights area: #discrimination, #work
Mr. E. is a young transgender that lives in Galaţi County, who works in a cultural institution,
being subjected to discriminatory treatment everyday. Recently, the young man received a
negative assessment of his performance, without any justification, which he later challenged
to the institution's management. The management response may be a first step toward
disciplinary dismissal of the young man on discriminatory grounds (gender identity). Mr E.
therefore reached out to the ACTEDO team for legal advice in order to avoid an unfair
dismissal.
Attorney Diana Cristina Onica (Sălaj Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance to
Mr E.
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Case #3: Domestic violence
Vulnerable group: women, children
Human rights area: #domestic_violence, #children_rights
The mother of a disabled child was the victim of the former husband's domestic violence,
along with her sharing custody over the child. The former spouse does not get involved in the
provision of the insurance for the purchase of the medicines the child needs. In addition, the
woman has filed a number of complaints about the violence to which she was subjected,
without support from the authorities. She therefore appealed to the ACTEDO team and asked
for legal support both on the criminal side (as regards the threats of the former husband and
domestic violence) and on the civil side (as regards the acquisition of the child's exclusive
custody).
Attorney Samoilă Irinel (Baroul Bucureşti) took over the case and is offering legal assistance
on the criminal side and on the civil side, for the request of exclusive custody of the child, the
case was taken over by attorney Doczy Eva (Harghita Bar).

Case #4: Mental illness discrimination at the work place
Vulnerable group: women, people with mental health conditions
Human Rights area: #discrimination #labourlaw #mentalillness
Mrs. C. lives in Bucharest and claims that she was discriminated at the workplace because of
her mental illness. She states that her individual labour contract was abusively terminated,
without respecting the obligation to inform the employer about the decision regarding
termination of employment, during the legal period of time.
Pro Bono Attorney Aura Iovan from Bucharest has taken over the case and is helping Mrs. C.
to determine what her legal options are in order to find a solution to her situation.

Case #5: Salary rights of a personal assistant
Vulnerable group: women, children, persons with disabilities
Human rights area: #labour law
The mother of a disabled child who holds the status of personal assistant claims that she does
not fully benefit from the salary rights arising from this quality and claims to recalculate the
salary of employment by granting a 15% increase and holiday vouchers, according to Law
153/2017. She also wants to increase by 50% the amount of money of the minor child from the
high school, being a student with special educational requirements. This last request was
assisted by the Ombudsman, receiving an unfavourable sentence from the court, without
being informed of the reasons. Thus, the woman needs legal support regarding the
formulation of an appeal.
Attorney Popescu Diana (Arges Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance to the
mother in question.
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Case #6: The right of inheritance of a disabled person
Vulnerable group: disabled persons
Human rights area: #inheritance_rights
A deaf-muted person has received as an inheritance an immovable property in which he
currently lives, without having any other housing. The person wishes to have all the legal
formalities regarding the transfer of the property on his behalf completed. Therefore, the
person concerned needs legal assistance in the related legal proceedings. They also receive
support from a person in effective communication in procedures.
Attorney Aura Iovan (Bucharest Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance to the
disabled person in question.

Case #7: Build without authorization
Vulnerable group: single parent family
Human rights area: #habitation
It is about a woman, the sole mother of a child, who has built, without authorization, a house
for her and her child. Following several complaints, the person received an 8-month deadline
from the city hall to demolish the building. However, this property is the only home the single
parent family owns, its demolition highlighting the risk of the two becoming homeless. The
woman is aware of the mistake made, but wants to find a legal alternative to replace the
demolition sanction and needs legal support in this regard.
Attorney Aura Iovan (Bucharest Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance to this
single parent family.

Case #8: Labout law after maternity leave
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #labour_law
A lady who returned from parental leave in January 2020 was informed by the employing
company that her post had been restructured since Octomber 2018, with the company
undergoing a legal reorganization, a matter which had not been forwarded to her until then,
although during the leave she had communicated with the institution. Moreover, the
employing company did not reply to the request from the lady to send her the employment
contract and the organization chart from the time of taking leave, from the moment of
restructuring and from the present moment, in order to demonstrate that the restructuring
was not carried out on the person, but on the post itself. Therefore, the lady needs legal advice
to know what options she has to challenge the dismissal decision.
Attorney Cosmin-Constantin Cojocariu (Bucharest Bar) took over the case and is offering
legal assistance to this lady.
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Case #9: Sexual harassment
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #sexual_harassment
It is about a lady who was the victim of a sexual harassment. She had a public deffender,
whom she later gave up and now needs legal assistance for the case that is currently on
appeal.
Attorney Andrei Tărău (Bihor Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal assistance this
woman needs.

Case #10: Harassment of a transgender person
Vulnerable group: transgender person
Human rights area: #harassment, #rent, #housing
It is about a transgender person who lives for rent in Bucharest. The owner of the apartment
began to ask for a higher amount for maintenance than they initially agreed and as stipulated
in the bills during that period. Subsequently, the lady who own the apartment started to
threaten her repeatedly, evict her unfairly and even threaten and harass her family members.
The lady needs assistance in clarifying the maintenance situation and making a criminal
complaint against the owner.
Attorney Godîncă-Herlea Teodora (Cluj Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance
to this person.

Case #11: Technical unemployment
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #labour_law, #technical_unemployment
A lady who was technically unemployed but who had also carried out some work from her
home, refused to continue her work, while still maintaining her technical unemployment. The
employer forced her to go on unpaid leave, threatening to dismiss her by dismissing her post
if she refused to do so. Although technical unemployment was extended until 1 June, the next
day was notified of the intention to dismiss. She needs legal advice on the legality of the
dismissal decision.
Attorney Cosmin-Constantin Cojocariu (Bucharest Bar) took over the case and is offering
legal assistance to this lady.
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Case #12: Family abandon
Vulnerable group: women, children
Human rights area: #shared_custody, #child_support
The mother of two twin children managed to obtain, following the divorce, joint custody with
her established residence and with the obligation of ex-husband to pay child support.
However, the man has not fulfilled his obligation for more than a year, with the woman having
to turn to a court executor to obtain some of the money. Since her ex-husband was left
without a job, the woman failed to get the money for her two children, so she decided to file a
criminal complaint for family abandonment. Unfortunately, this has been classed, and now
the lady needs legal assistance to challenge this solution in court.
Attorney Octavian Bochiş (Bihor Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal assistance
this woman needs.

Case #13: Right to pension of persons with disabilities
Vulnerable group: persons with mental disabilities
Human rights area: #mental_health, #pension
Mr. H. suffers from bipolarity. He was admitted on several occasions on the basis of the
condition in question and claims that he has not received the pension which he should have
received from the beginning of his classification in a degree of disability. Therefore, he is
seeking legal assistance in defending his rights as a disabled person.
Attorney Onica Cristina Diana (Bucharest Bar) took over the case and is offering legal
assistance to Mr. H.

Case #14: Family abandon
Vulnerable group: women, children
Human rights area: #child_support, #exclusive_custody
Mrs. K. wishes to file a criminal complaint against her ex-husband for family abandonment by
failing to pay child support for 3 years. As of January 2019, according to the last court order,
the ex-husband should have paid child support in the amount of 1/6 of the guaranteed
minimum income, plus the costs, amounts which the man did not pay. The lady presented
herself to a bailiff in October 2019, but the amount due was not recovered, with the executor
stating that she could trace her ex-husband's income only from Suceava and Botoşani, which
is unfavourable for the lady, who wants to trace the income from all over the country. The
lady therefore requests legal assistance in making an application to the Suceava Court. It
would also need advice in order to obtain exclusive custody of the minor in the context of
family abandonment.
Attorney Andrieşcu Luminiţa (Dolj Bar) took over the case and is offering legal assistance Mrs.
K. needs.
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Case #15: Contesting the inclusion of a child with disabilities in the degree of disability
Vulnerable group: children, persons with disabilities
Human rights area: #health, #socialrights
Mrs. L. lives in Giurgiu and is the mother of a girl with autism. She filed an appeal against the
decision and the certificate of disability, after the girl was transferred from "serious" to
"accentuated". The lady claims that the classification in an easier degree is unfounded, and is
not based on legal criteria. Respectively, she needs legal support in order to take steps to
classify the girl in the "serious" grade, with personal assistant.
The case was taken over by Attorney Eva Doczy-Rossler (Harghita Bar), who provides remote
legal assistance to Ms L.

Case #16: Requesting a medical scholarship to be granted to children with disabilities
Vulnerable group: children
Human rights area: #socialrights
A person from Hunedoara County, mother of twins with disabilities, claims that their rights
have been violated, by not granting the medical scholarship, for which the lady has written an
application since the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year. The last request she made in
this regard was in May 2020 directly to the mayor's office, but she received no response.
Respectively, the lady requests the granting of scholarships retroactively.
The case was taken over by the Attorney Alexandra Răileanu (Bacau Bar), who will provide the
children's mother with the necessary legal support in order to obtain medical scholarships.

Case #17: Family abuse
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #habitation, #physical_integrity, #emotional_integrity
A woman was physically and emotionally assaulted by her mother and was subsequently
evicted in an abusive manner from her own home. In this respect, the woman needs legal
support to recover her home.
Attorney Cristea Smaranda (Iaşi Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal support this
woman needs.
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Case #18: The disprespect of medical professionals
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #health
A lady was denied a diagnosis and was disrespected by medics at a county hospital in Galati,
where she went after contacting outside parasites. In addition, because of those parasites and
the fact that the lady is hyperallergic, she had a glotic edema (swelling of the neck area caused
by a strong allergic reaction). As a result of these symptoms, she wanted to be admitted to the
emergency room, where the medical staff humiliated her and treated her horribly. Her
daughter tried to get details from various institutions on how she could file a complaint
against the medical professionals of the two hospitals, but received no conclusive response
about what procedure she should follow. She therefore wants legal assistance with regard to
the lodging of the complaint about the way her mother was treated.
Attorney Loredana Prună (Galati Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal support this
woman need.

Case #19: Emotional abuse
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #harassment
A girl is blackmailed by her ex-boyfriend with the publication of indecent pictures if she
doesn't accept to reconcile with him. In addition, the young woman claims that she is under
constant threat by this man and wants to resolve this matter in court.
Attorney George Zlati (Cluj Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal support this
tenager needs.

Case #20: Domestic violence
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #domestic_violence, #housing
It is about a woman, victim of domestic violence who was kicked out of the house by her exhusband, along with the minor child. The woman needs court support to regain the home and
remove her ex-husband.
Attorney Doczy Rossler Eva (Harghita Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal support
this woman needs.
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Case #21: The right to pension
Vulnerable group: eldery people
Human rights area: #righttopension
Mr. V., residing in Bacau, submitted a file to the Pension House with a request for retirement.
His application was rejected on the ground that he did not meet the age limit. However, he
claims that he is old enough to retire and that he fulfills that criterion. He filed an appeal and
has a case before the Bacau Tribunal.
Attorney Alexandra Raileanu (Bacau Bar) took over the case and will provide legal assistance
to Mr. V. in order to resolve the request.

Case #22: The right to pension of children with disabilities
Vulnerable group: children, persons with disabilities
Human rights area: #righttopension
Mrs. Z. is a single mother of two children, one of whom is a child with disabilities. Their father
took a loan to buy an apartment and did not pay it again after the two divorced. The lord was
confiscated from his income from salaries, but after contacting a bailiff he managed to evade
the seizure. At the moment, the pension of the child with disabilities is subject to seizure. Ms.
Z. tried to contact the bank to find out the reason for the seizure of the child's pension and
what is the remaining amount to return the rest of the loan. She was told that such
information could not be communicated to her, as she was not the holder of the loan, and the
children's father refused to contact the family.
Attorney Lucian Bernd Săuleanu (Dolj Bar) took over the case and will provide legal assistance
to Ms. Z. in order to favorably resolve the situation

Case #23: Sexual abuse of children
Vulnerable group: women, children
Human rights area: #childrenrights, #violenceagainstwomen, #sexualviolence
The case is about young M., a victim of sexual abuse. The person who abused her when the
victim was still a child is part of her family. The girl's parents knew about the crime
committed by the victim's mother's uncle, but they did not call the police. Young M. states
that she felt powerless, when she was a minor, to take legal action against the abuser.
The Attorney Luminița Andrieșcu (Dolj Bar) took over the case and will provide the young
woman with the necessary legal assistance.
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Case #24: Domestic violence
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #domesticviolence, #parentalrights
The case is about a woman from Bucharest who was physically abused and repeatedly
threatened by her ex-partner in front of their two children. Following a violent episode, she
managed to escape to the neighbors, where she contacted the police. Specifically, she
requested legal aid for being a civil party - ie claim for damages - in two cases in which she
has the status of injured person: a case for domestic violence related to the crime of beatings
and other violence and a case for threat. At the same time, the lady needed legal assistance in
the process of child custody.
The case was taken over by Attorney Bianca Pantea (Cluj Bar).

Case #25: The right to alimony
Vulnerable group: women, children
Human rights area: #familylaw, #righttoalimony
A young student from Alba County does not receive the alimony due from her father.
Previously, he was sued by the girl's mother, but without favorable results. The young woman
also states that she is constantly threatened by her father, being insulted and beaten since
childhood.
The Attorney Paula Manciulea (Alba Bar) took over the case and will offer the young woman
legal assistance in order to obtain alimony.

Case #26: Harassment
Vulnerable group: people infected with HIV/AIDS, LGBT
Human rights area #physicalintegrity, #emotionalintegrity, #harassment
The case is about a gentleman from Bucharest who had a long-term relationship with a man,
and after the separation, his ex-partner constantly harasses him. The applicant was infected
with HIV by his former partner, the latter being aware of his health problems, he lied to make
the applicant start a relationship. After the separation, the applicant became involved in
another relationship, and from that moment on, his ex-partner started sending him
threatening letters, harassing his family and pursuing him.
The case was taken over by the Attorney Teodora Godîncă-Herlea (Cluj Bar), who supports the
victim in the legal proceedings against the former partner.
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Case #27: Domestic violence
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area #domesticviolence, #familylaw
The case is about a woman from Bucharest, victim of domestic violence, who was sued for
non-compliance with the measures regarding the custody of the minor after she tried to
protect her child from the aggressions of her ex-husband. The lady was married to a foreign
national, and the marriage resulted in a child. During the marriage, she was the victim of
domestic violence, obtaining a protection order against her husband. Subsequently, the two
divorced, the child being entrusted to the woman, the father benefiting from a visit program
in the presence of the mother. This regime of exercising parental authority was later changed,
as the father now has a visiting schedule without the presence of the mother. The woman
claims that after spending time with her father, the minor often came home crying and
bruising, a sign that she was physically abused by her father. Sometimes the injuries were so
serious that she had to take the minor to the emergency room. In this context, the woman
forbade her ex-husband to have further relations with the minor, reason for which a criminal
file was drawn up for her non-compliance with the measures regarding the custody of the
minor.
The case was taken over by Attorney Aura Iovan (Bucharest Bar).
Case #28: Sexual assault on a minor
Vulnerable group: children
Human rights area #childrights, #victimsofsexualviolence
The case is about an 11-year-old boy from Dambovita County who was sexually assaulted by
three other minors from the same locality. As a result of the assaults and the trauma suffered,
the reaction of the authorities was the forced relocation of the minor from his family to the
DGASPC Dambovita headquarters under the accusations of negligence.
The case was taken over by Attorney Aura Iovan (Bucharest Bar), who advises close relatives
on the possibility of the child returning to the family.

Case #29: Sexual assault
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #sexualviolence
The case is about a 20-year-old student from Iasi County who filed a criminal complaint for
sexual assault.
Specifically, in order to treat certain emotional disorders and on the recommendation of her
friend, the young woman resorted to alternative therapy sessions conducted by a 45-year-old
man. During the meeting, he offered her a massage in which the young woman was sexually
assaulted. Due to fear, the person could not retaliate, and after further discussions with the
man he found out that two more people had undergone the same treatment.
The case was taken over by the Attorney Smaranda Cristea (Iasi Bar), who supports the victim
in initiating the criminal investigation.
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Case #30: The right to pension
Vulnerable group: elderly people
Human rights area: pension rights
The case concerns a 68-year-old gentleman from Olt county diagnosed with Parkinson's. In
his workbook, the years 1989-1990 are not included. Following several requests to the archives
of the former job for recognition of years worked, the applicant did not receive a favorable
response, which he needs in order to be eligible to receive a pension, in the absence of which
the required 15 years of social contributions are not met.
The case was taken over by Attorney Luminița Andrieșcu (Dolj Bar).

Case #31: Housing rights for a person with disabilities
Vulnerable group: people with disabilities
Human rights area: housing rights, social rights, disability
The case concerns a gentleman from Brașov with a physical disability who, between 2011 and
2018, filed several requests to local authorities in order to have access to social housing, which
he finally received in 2018. However, the building was in a very poor condition, allegedly
uninhabitable, so the gentleman currently lives with his parents on the 3rd floor of a building
without an elevator. He moves around with the help of his mother, as his father suffers from
mental health problems.
In 2021, he decided to file a lawsuit against the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Labor and
Social Protection and the Brașov City Hall for the trauma created during all this time and for
the indifference with which his case was treated.
The case was taken over by Attorney Aura Iovan (Bucharest Bar), who provides remote legal
assistance to the applicant in order to support him in his efforts.

Case #32: Discrimination in hiring a blind woman
Vulnerable group: persons with disabilities, women
Human rights area: #therighttowork, #humanrights, #discrimination
A young woman from Bucharest with visual impairments, who was at the beginning of her
career, was discriminated repeatedly in job interviews because of her disability, including for
a job that was aimed exclusively at people with disabilities. The applicant contacted us to
obtain specialist advice in her case, but also to lodge a complaint with the National Council for
Combating Discrimination (CNCD).
The case was taken over by Attorney Cristina Filimon (Bucharest Bar).
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Case #33: Psychological violence
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #domesticviolence, #psychologicalviolence
This is a request for legal assistance in the case of a woman subjected to psychological
violence exercised by her current husband. The applicant had to leave her home and move
into rent with her 4-year-old child due to the tense atmosphere at home. Her husband
continues to insult her and threaten her through text messages and recently he tried to rush
her to delete her phone messages. The man does not fulfill his maintenance obligation
towards the minor according to the agreement between the spouses from the moment the
woman moved out of the house (kindergarten payment), instead he behaves nicely with the
minor and buys her things that she does not necessarily need.
The applicant seeks legal aid for the divorce proceedings, as she does not have the financial
means to hire a lawyer.
The case was taken over by the Attorney Adelina Corina Dumitru (former Răcășan) (Cluj Bar).

Case #34: Intimate partner violence: sexual assault
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: sexual violence, gender-based violence, domestic violence
The case concerns a woman who is a victim of sexual assault by his ex-boyfriend. She was
sexually assaulted by him several times, the episode for which she contacted us taking place
in April. She intends to file a criminal complaint and believes that having an attorney would
help her to be taken seriously by the authorities.
The lady is currently being assisted by Attorney Smaranda Cristea (Iași Bar).

Case #35: Consumer rights
Vulnerable group: Roma people, families with more than two children at risk
Human rights area: social inclusion, consumer rights
A Roma family with an extremely low income had to subscribe to an internet service provider
in order for their children to be able to participate in online classes. Later on, the internet
service provider company proposed a new type of subscription to them. Without fully
understanding the clauses of the contract, the family renewed their subscription
and is currently unable to pay the bills. They are in need of a legal consultation in order to
identify the possible solution in this case.
Attorney Cristina Diana Onica (Sălaj Bar) took over the case and is offering the legal support
this family needs.
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Case #36: Gender base discrimination (pregnancy) at the work place
Vulnerable group: women
Human Rights Area: discrimination, labour law
Mrs. S. lives in Dolj County and is a victim of her employer's abusive behavior, which began
when she became pregnant. After returning from her parental leave she was fired. Mrs. S
challenged the dismissal in court and she won the case, so as a result she was hired again at
the same place. However, her employer refuses to grant her salary rights retroactively.
The case was taken over by Attorney Karacsony Erdei-Etel (Mures Bar), whom we thank and
wish success in solving the case!

Case #37: Domestic and sexual violence
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: domestic violence, sexual violence, rape
A new case has been taken over through the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights. It concerns
a lady from Constanța County, a victim of sexual assault and violence by the former partner.
Mrs. M gave birth prematurely due to the shock triggered by her partner, who forced her to
have intercourse with him. When she returned from the hospital after giving birth, the
concubine tried to rape her again.
The case was taken over by Attorney Smaranda Cristea (Iasi Bar), who is currently supporting
the applicant in opening a lawsuit against the aggressor.

CCase #38: Nonconsensual pornography (,,Revenege porn”)
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: nonconsensual pornography, violation of privacy
This request for pro bono legal assistance comes from a young woman whose pictures with
explicit content were unwittingly published on a social network. Following an online
conversation, the applicant sent to the person she believed to be her interlocutor pictures in
which she appeared in intimate poses. She later found out that another person was actually
logged on to the recipient's account, who started insulting her and published the pictures
without her consent. Following this event, the applicant intends to file a criminal complaint.
The case was taken over by Attorney Luminita Andriescu (Dolj Bar), whom we thank for the
support offered to the young lady.
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Case #39: Divorce in a domestic violence case
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: domestic violence, gender-based violence, intimate partner violence,
family law, divorce
This case concerns a woman who is subjected to domestic violence by her husband, who is
also physically and verbally aggressive towards their underaged son. There is currently a
restraining order against her husband, which is one of many he has received. There have been
other restraining orders in the past, but every time, the man continued to make his wife and
child victims of his physical and psychological violence once the order has expired. Therefore,
the woman wants to file a divorce to get out this abusive relationship.
The case has been taken by Attorney Aura Iovan (Bucharest Bar), who is kind enough to
support the woman in the separation.

Case #40: Violation of privacy
Vulnerable group: women
Human rights area: #violationoftherightofpersonaldignity, #violationofprivacy
It is a case of violation of privacy, the request coming from a lady denigrated by an online
publication that posts various offensive articles about women, in order to humiliate them
publicly.
To date, the woman has filed a complaint with the police and the National authority for the
Supervision of Personal Data Processing. The lady has evidence and needs support in
initiating legal proceedings.
The case was taken over by a collaborating attorney, who advises and supports the victim in
these steps.

Case #41: Custody in domestic violence case
Vulnerable group: women, children
Human rights area: domestic violence
Mrs. I, who lives in Cluj county, is married to an abusive man who repeatedly assaulted her. As
she wishes to leave this abusive relationship, she wants to start a divorce trial, but for now,
her priority is to obtain the custody of their child. The couple also tried to solve their problem
with the help of a mediator, but they did not manage to come to a conclusion. The woman's
husband is has not only assaulted her physically but also does not allow her to spend time
alone with their child and checks her phone to see her conversations. Mrs I is currently
unemployed formally so she cannot afford to hire a lawyer to help her with the trial and the
custody.
Attorney Corina Adelina Dumitru (Cluj Bar) is currently helping Mrs I to obtain custody of her
child and a divorce from her abusive husband.
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Case #42: Single parent family facing foreclosure
Vulnerable group: single parent families
Human rights area: housing rights, foreclosure
A young man from Sălaj County, who lives with his father and brother, has contacted us after
the forclosure proceedings were initiated illegally - according to him - regarding the property
of his father. The latter has a criminal record, which has also contributed to a difficult
situation in which the family currently finds themselves, which has put them at risk of losing
their house and all of their belongings.
Attorney Cristina Diana Onica from Sălaj Bar is the lawyer who took over the case.

Case #43: Disability benefits for a child
Vulnerable group: children, people with disabilities
Human rights area: disability benefits
This case is about a woman living in Brasov county, mother of a disabled child and also his
personal assistant, who needs legal assistance for pending trials and a lawsuit she wants to
file. The issues that she intends to tackle are: (1) Two trials regarding miscalculation of her
salary as a personal assistant and the fact that she does not receive her hardship allowance.
She claims that the city hall only offers these bonuses for people who work for the city hall
and not every personal assistant, (2) A lawsuit that she want to file because the high school
where her son studies does not offer him a food allowance, as the law establishes.
Attorney Luminita Andriescu from Dolj Bar is offering legal assistance to the applicant.

If you would like to request pro bono legal assistance or if you are an attorney who would like
to become a member of The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, please consult:
www.actedo.org/en/the-pro-bono-network.
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II. ROAR: Empowering
Victims Of Cybercrime

The ROAR: Empowering Victims of Cybercrime project was designed to encourage the
prevention and reporting of cybercrime, while improving protection and support for victims.
The project focused on three countries: Portugal, Romania and Germany, with most of the
activities taking place in a similar way in these countries.
ROAR aims to improve the understanding of online crime among judicial authorities, to
develop specialized pilot victim support units and to improve cooperation between victim
support services and judicial authorities. ROAR has also promoted the cooperation of public
authorities with the private sector, including the IT industry, which plays a key role in
supporting awareness-raising and informing the general public.
Coordinator: Portuguese Victim Support Association (APAV)
Partners: Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (Romania), Public Prosecutor's Office
Portugal (PGR), Republican National Guard (GNR) Portugal, Telecom Portugal, Weisser Ring
(Germania).
Financier: Internal Security Fund - Police, European Commission
Start date: 01-01-2019
End date: 31-04-2021
Time: 28 months

Main objective: promoting the prevention and reporting of cybercrime and improving the
protection and support services for victims.
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MAIN ACTIVITIES:
1. Organizing workshops for specialists and decision makers;
2. Carrying out cross-border technical visits;
3. Conducting thematic workshops for judicial authorities and specialists;
4. Conducting thematic workshops for children and young people;
5. Implementing an awareness campaign.

RESULTS:
1. Contributing to a broad understanding of the phenomenon of cybercrime;
2. Improving cross-sectoral cooperation between victim support services, judicial
authorities, IT companies and policy makers;
3. Creating / Improving procedures and regulations to provide support to victims of
cybercrime, victims of online sex crimes;
4. Raising awareness of cyber risks and cybercrime, as well as disseminating information on
prevention and protection strategies for the use of IT and social networks;
5. Training of professionals for specialized assistance to victims of cybercrime;
6. Creation and implementation of a pilot network for specialized assistance to victims of
cybercrime, with a focus on sexual crime against children and young people.
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ROAR International Conference:
Challenges in providing support
to victims of cybercrime
The ROAR International Conference: Challenges in Providing Support for Victims of Cybercrime
took place on 3 November 2020. The conference was organized by the APAV Association of
Portugal, with the support of ACTEDO project partners, the Portuguese Republican National
Guard, the General Prosecutor's Office of Portugal, Altice Portugal and Weisser Ring Germany.
The conference was held online, and the language of communication was English. It addressed the
judiciary, victim support providers, whether public or NGOs, academia and the private sector,
especially in the field of telecommunications, and provided a unique opportunity to learn about
transnational and good experiences. practices in cybercrime prevention, as well as discussing
challenges in investigating and supporting victims.
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Workshops for students on
cyberbullying and Internet
safety
Between January and March 2021, ACTEDO held 10 workshops dedicated to students aged 11 to
16, in Cluj-Napoca, on the safe use of the Internet and social networks.

The workshops were attended by about 230 students, and were among the topics covered:
creating secure accounts and passwords;
risks associated with online social networking platforms and how we can protect
ourselves;
what is cyberbullying;
what do we do if we are victims or witnesses of cyberbullying;
what grooming is and how we protect ourselves from sexual predators;
how to avoid viruses, malware and online phishing attempts;
online self-esteem and mental health;
useful resources for information & reporting.

NOTE: If you are a teacher and want to use the materials used in the workshops in class, you
can download them for free here.
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Webinars for cybercrime
lawyers and practitioners
On 18 and 25 February 2021, ACTEDO organized two webinars on cybercrime, both held by
Attorney George Zlati.
The first webinar, entitled Legal Perspectives on Cybercrime, was addressed to lawyers and
lawyers across the country, and the second, called Supporting Victims of Cybercrime, was
designed specifically for practitioners and support workers for victims of cybercrime, such as
individuals. working in the field of state social services and representatives of NGOs working
with victims of crime, especially in the field of domestic violence, hate speech or the like,
social workers and psychologists.
Topics covered in the webinars included:
conceptual delimitations of cybercrime;
national and supranational legislation in the field;
good practices in supporting victims of cybercrime;
the obligation to report cases of cybercrime of civil servants;
non-consensual pornography („revenge porn”);
online harassment;
recruiting minors online;
sexual corruption of minors;
child pornography.

Webinarul 1 dedicated to lawyers & legal professionals can be watched here:
www.facebook.com/ACTEDO/videos/511019433628336
Webinarul 2 dedicated to support workers can be watched here:
www.facebook.com/ACTEDO/videos/185616126696315
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Procedures manual for victims
of cybercrime and victim
support workers
ACTEDO has made available a handbook on cybercrime, created especially for people working
with victims of this growing phenomenon. The handbook was published in September 2021.

The Handbook contains:
definitions and examples of cybercrime
the legal framework in Romania and Europe on cybercrime
theoretical perspectives for understanding the phenomenon
the cost and impact of cybercrime
models of intervention for victims

The materials can be downloaded below:
(1) Manual de proceduri criminalitate informatică ROAR (ROMANIAN)
Manual-proceduri - criminalitate informatica ROAR - RO
(2) Procedures Manual Cybercrimes ROAR (ENGLISH)
Procedures Manual Cybercrimes ROAR - EN
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Training Manual: Specialized
Support for Victims of
Cybercrime
ACTEDO contributed to a training manual on specialized assistance for victims of cybercrime,
published in September 2021. The manual is aimed at support workers and can be used in
training sessions for them, organized in the following 10 modules:

MODULE 1 – Understanding the phenomena of cybercrime
MODULE 2 – Legislative framework on cybercrime
MODULE 3 – Victimization and the impact of cybercrime
MODULE 4 – Key issues in specialized support for victims of cybercrime
MODULE 5 – Specialized support for victims of cybercrime
MODULE 6 – Specialized support for victims of online fraud
MODULE 7 – Specialized support for victims of identity theft ONLINE
MODULE 8 – Specialized support for children and young people who are victims of online
sexual abuse
MODULE 9 – Specialized support for victims of cyberbullying
MODULE 10 – Specialized support for victims of online scams: cyberstalking and nonconsensual pornography

The materials can be downloaded below:
(1) Manual de Formare: Asistență Specializată pentru Victimele Criminalității
Informatice (ROMÂNĂ)
Manual de Formare ROAR - RO
(2) Training Manual: Specialised Support to Victims of Cybercrime(ENGLISH)
Training Manual ROAR - EN
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III. INTERSECT – Changing the
narrative of discrimination

The project "INTERSECT – Changing the narrative of discrimination" aims at fighting against
discrimination of Roma, through activities on raising awareness on discrimination and its
negative impact on society and a strong component of empowering the Roma at local level
and promoting their participation in developing, implementing and monitoring policies that
affect them. It also supports the capacity building of Roma and pro-Roma civil society at local
level.
The innovative aspect of the project is putting on the agenda the LGBT Roma, a group affected
by multiple discrimination.
Activities:
1. Mapping of needs of young Roma and LGBT Roma from five cities in Romania, followed by
information and training, mentoring, as well as workshops for designing of and
subsequent local raising awareness campaigns implemented by the Roma themselves,
with the support of the project team;
2. Representation of Roma and Roma LGBT’s interests in at least 15 cases of discrimination;
3. Training courses targeting local authorities in five cities and workshops with students in
universities. Supporting the design and implementation of online antidiscrimination
campaigns by students, along with Roma and Roma LGBT students/ youth;
4. Elaboration of a research on discrimination of Roma and Roma LGBT in Romania.
Inclusion of best practices and cases identified and resulting from the project;
5. National raising awareness campaign on antidiscrimination of Roma and Roma LGBT.
Drafting of public policies on non-discrimination.
The project is coordinated by CLR – Center for Legal Resources and implemented in
partnership with the following organisations: ACTEDO – The Equality and Human Rights
Action Centre, MozaiQ LGBT Association and UCTRR – Association Civic Union of Young Roma
from Romania
Calendar: August 2019 – July 2021
Funder: This project is funded by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme of the
European Union (2014-2020). Total estimated budget: 213,727.15 Euro, of which 170,980 Euro
the EU contribution and 42,747.15 Euro the contribution of organisations implementing the
project.
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Workshops with students on
intersectionality: ethnicity (Roma
ethnicity), sexual orientation,
gender and non-discrimination
Between December 2020 and January 2021, the Center for Legal Resources (CLR), The Equality
and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO), MozaiQ LGBT Association and The Association
Civic Union of Young Roma from Romania (UCTRR) held five online workshops with students
from five cities (Brașov, Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, Iași and Timișoara) on topics related to the
intersectionality between ethnicity (Roma ethnicity), sexual orientation, gender identity and
non-discrimination.
The workshops were organized as follows:
Iași - Cultural identity, with an emphasis on preserving, researching, developing and
promoting Roma cultural heritage and Roma identity in the public space. The event was
hosted by Corina G. Păun, from UCTRR.
The workshop in Timișoara aimed to familiarize participants with notions and principles
of non-discrimination, as well as to provide an overview of the main categories in
Romanian society vulnerable to discrimination or marginalization. The topics that were
discussed were: forms of discrimination - direct, indirect, multiple; causes and effects of
discrimination; examples and cases of discrimination in the media, politics, etc. Event
facilitated by Alexandra Columban, ACTEDO.
Bucharest - Gender identities, romantic orientation and discrimination in Romania
(including topics such as: Intersectionality: ethnicity, gender, romantic orientation;
Causes and effects of discrimination against Roma and LGBTQIA+ or examples of personal
strategies and good practices in combating discrimination against Roma and LGBTQIA+ in
Romania). Event hosted by Roxana Marin, MozaiQ LGBT Association.
Brașov - Clothes or T-shirts - What makes us ourselves? - Workshop on self-knowledge and
reflection on our identities, theirs, everyone's, in which we discussed: How are our lives
influenced by the intersection between different identities, without us being aware of it?;
How to handle such life situations? or How does the law protect us and what should we do
to benefit from legal protection? Event supported by Iulian Stoian, MozaiQ LGBT
Association
Cluj-Napoca - Gender equality and intersectionality, including topics such as: Historical
landmarks in the emancipation of women in Romania and in the world; What is gender
equality and how do we measure it?; Myths about gender equality & feminism; The role of
men in promoting equal opportunities; Gender and intersectionality in Romania:
experiences of Roma women and LGBTQIA+ women. Event hosted by Alexandra Columban,
ACTEDO.
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Booklet: The basics of antidiscrimination: ethnicity,
sexual orientation and gender
identity from an intersectional
perspective
Within the project ”INTERSECT - Changing the narrative of discrimination”, the booklet The
basics of anti-discrimination: ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender identity from an
intersectional perspective was published. The material is aimed at the general public and
whoever wants to get acquainted with notions of (anti)discrimination, Roma and LGBT+
history and culture, as well as gender equality. The structure of the publication is:
Chapters:
I. Introduction to "INTERSECT - Changing the narrative of discrimination"
II. About discrimination and the right to non-discrimination
III. Roma: past and present
IV. LGBTQIA+ in Romania: an overview
V. About gender equality
The introduction of the brochure “The basics of anti-discrimination: ethnicity, sexual
orientation and gender identity from an intersectional perspective” provides some of the
worrying facts that led us to start this project:
"Studies specifically aimed at young people or teachers are equally worrying. In 2014, about
53% of young people found homosexuals unacceptable. In 2019, 47.9% of young people reject
both abortion and homosexuality, and religion-related variables have specific influences in
this regard. 33.8% of young people believe that LGBT+ people have sufficient rights and 22.9%
believe that they have too many rights. 1 in 4 high school students think that gays and lesbians
are inferior beings and only 5% of students would seek the help of a teacher or principal if they
witnessed a situation in which a colleague was bullied or assaulted by colleagues because of
his different sexual orientation.
At least one in eight teachers directly supports ethnic segregation, favoring the placement of
Roma students in separate classes; and, when asked who they would not like to have as
neighbors, 32% of the respondent teachers stated that they would not like neighbors of
different race, 31.4% - immigrants, workers from abroad, 40.1% - homosexuals, 34.2 % - people
of another religion, 34.5% - unmarried couples living together, 35% - people who speak another
language and 42.7% - Roma."
Download the booklet here: The basisc of anti-discrimination: Ethnicity, Sexual Orientation
and Gender Identity from an Intersectional Perspective.
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Movie night in Cluj-Napoca

On March 20, 2021, ACTEDO organized an informal event for Roma, LGBT and LGBT Roma
students and people, namely a movie night, the purpose of which was to encourage a dialogue
on the intersectionality between ethnicity and sexual orientation/gender identity in
contemporary Romania.
The movie was Soldiers: Story from Ferentari, a 2017 film directed by Ivana Mladenovic, based
on the eponymous novel by Adrian Șchiop, which approaches a relationship between two men
in a non-sentimentalist way: Adi, a 40-year-old anthropologist, recently abandoned by his
girlfriend, who moves to Ferentari to document his doctorate on manele, and Alberto, a poor
Roma man, former prisoner, who promises to help him meet manele singers.
The event - which complied with all the safety measures imposed by the pandemic - was
attended by 11 people (students, Roma, LGBT people and ACTEDO members), and the viewing
was followed by an open discussion moderated by Eliza Ciocîrlan from ACTEDO.

Movie night at our office
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The intersection of different
worlds. Life stories of Roma and
Roma LGBTQ+ people.
We present the life stories of five Roma people, including four LGBTQ+ people, from all over
the country, with very different life experiences, with different levels of education and
professions, as well as their personalities. These are stories about personal journeys and selfdiscovery, personal joys and victories, trauma and healing, hardships and love stories.
The stories are about Adina, a Roma woman; Dora, a non-binary Hungarian Roma person;
George, a gay Roma man; Izabella, a lesbian Roma woman and Daniel, a gay Roma man.

Dora's story
Daniel's story
Adina's story
Izabela's story
George's story
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Hate speech against Roma and
LGBT+ People in Romania 20192020. Policy Paper

In may 2021, ACTEDO launched a policy paper that documents and exposes a concerning
trend whereby Roma and LGBT+ people in Romania are marginalised and degraded through
hate speech and hostile public discourse. The report tracks hate speech trends in respect to
these two minorities in the period 2019-2020 against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Hate speech is used as an umbrella term for a wide range of hostile, degrading and violent
content. According to the United Nations (UN), the following constitutes hate speech: “any
kind of communication in speech, writing or behaviour, that attacks or uses pejorative or
discriminatory language with reference to a person or a group on the basis of who they are, in
other words, based on their religion, ethnicity, nationality, race, colour, descent, gender or
other identity factor.” [1]
The document contains an analysis of media and examples of hate speech, data taken from
the NAC (The National Audiovisual Council of Romania), as well as a brief analysis of the NCCD
(The National Council for Combating Discrimination) decisions issued between 2019-2020,
regarding acts of discrimination on the grounds of belonging to the Roma ethnic group, as
well as on the basis of sexual orientation.
The analysis of the current situation demonstrates the need for measures to combat hate
speech and violence against Roma and LGBT+ people, which have increased during the
pandemic. Combating discrimination, poverty and social exclusion of Roma must become a
national priority. At the same time, measures are necessary in order to respect the right to
non-discrimination and personal dignity of LGBT + people.
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Hate speech against Roma and
LGBT+ People in Romania 20192020. Policy Paper

We reiterate some of our recommendations:
Both NCCD (The National Council for Combating Discrimination) and NAC (The National
Audiovisual Council) should intensify their ex officio investigations, as more cases of
discrimination should be brought to justice. This is necessary in order to convey a public
message of zero tolerance for such intolerant behaviour and expression. Also, they should
consider issuing bigger fines especially to public figures and to individuals who have
previously spread hate speech against Roma and LGBT+ people in order to deter them
from similar acts, but also in order to convey a message of intolerance towards hate
speech.
Depoliticization and consolidation of independence of NCCD ans NAC, as well as increasing
their financial and human resources, in order to develop their capacity to adequately
investigate and sanction discrimination and hate speech, guiding them towards or
strengthening their role as human rights watchdogs.
More specialised training should be developed. Law enforcement, judicial staff, members
of Parliament and other public authorities who work with marginalized communities and
have a role in the respect and promotion of human rights need to be trained and educated
in the area of non-discrimination and human rights.
Training of media and news staff, especially journalists, in the field of ethical journalism
and non-discrimination, as well as strengthening internal policies on zero tolerance for
hate speech

Read the full policy paper here: Hate Speech against Roma and LGBT 2019-2020. ACTEDO's
Policy paper
Download the full press release here: ACTEDO's press release on hate speech, 2021

[1] UN, United Nations Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate Speech, May 2019:
https://bit.ly/3ihMqWM (accesed 12 May, 2021). Personal translation.
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Exploratory study. The situation
of discrimination against Roma
and LGBTI+ Roma in Romania,
2021

We launched an exploratory study on discrimination against Roma and LGBTI+ Roma in
Romania, focusing on the period of 2019-2020.
The research is based on interviews with Roma and LGBTI+ Roma people, with specialists, a
documentary analysis on discrimination and hate speech on the Roma minority, LGBTI+
community and intersectionality, ethnicity-sexual orientation-gender identity in Romania, as
well as responses to requests for public information sent to the authorities with
responsibilities in the field.
The study addresses the following topics:
Discrimination, multiple discrimination and intersectional discrimination - concepts,
legislation, jurisprudence
Discrimination against Roma people in Romania - historical details, acts of violence by
law enforcement against Roma, hate speech and mass media, etc.
Discrimination against LGBTI+ Roma in Romania
Access to justice for Roma (and) LGBTI+ people
Self-esteem and vulnerable groups

The full study is available here:
Studiu exploratoriu romi LGBTI (ROMÂNĂ)
Exploratory Study on LGBTI Roma (ENGLISH)
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IV. INTEGRIS: Integrated
Support for Human Rights

The project titled "INTEGRIS - Integrated Support for Human Rights'', coordinated by ACTEDO
and implemented in partnership with the Centre for Legal Resources (CRJ) aims to support
and strengthen the capacity of vulnerable groups to exercise and defend their fundamental
rights and to combat discrimination.
The main beneficiaries of the project are people belonging to groups vulnerable to
discrimination, especially women, Roma, and LGBT+ people, from all over the country. The
project is also aimed at lawyers and legal specialists, representatives of NGOs working with
people belonging to vulnerable groups, public authorities providing support services, as well
as the general public.
Coordinator: Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO)
Partner: Centre for Legal Resources (CRJ)
Funder: Active Citizens Fund Romania through the EEA Grants 2014-2021
Budget: 214,018.41 Euro of which 197,716.41 euros non-reimbursable financing
Starting date: 01.04.2021
Closing date: 31.09.2023
Duration: 30 months
Central objective: Exercising and protecting the fundamental rights of persons vulnerable to
discrimination and facilitating their access to justice and integrated support services, by
developing multisectoral collaborations and by influencing policy makers.
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MAIN ACTIVITIES:
1. Providing free and/or pro bono legal assistance and legal representation to vulnerable
people.
2. Organizing workshops with NGOs, social services, and informal groups working with
vulnerable groups.
3. Organizing a National Forum for Human Rights, dedicated to pro bono legal assistance
and the defense of the fundamental rights of vulnerable groups.
4. Organizing working groups with public authorities and other support service providers
(psychological counseling, social assistance, shelter, medical aid, etc.) in Cluj County in
order to strengthen multisectoral collaboration.
5. Training of lawyers, support providers, and judicial authorities in the field of antidiscrimination.
6. Implementing campaigns to inform the general public about human rights, nondiscrimination, encouraging active citizenship, and creating an online platform for this
purpose.
7. Implementing an advocacy campaign on access to justice for vulnerable groups, which
will include:
a national report on access to justice for vulnerable groups;
a public policy proposal on the same topic;
8. Two regional debates with experts, practitioners, and decision-makers.
9. Organizational development and project team training activities.

EXPECTED RESULTS:
1. The presence of an increased degree of understanding and awareness of human rights
issues and discrimination among vulnerable groups.
2. Identification and mapping of support services for people whose fundamental rights have
been violated.
3. Providing improved services and protection to persons belonging to vulnerable groups by
lawyers, representatives of service providers, and judicial authorities.
4. Consultation and involvement of decision-makers in advocacy efforts on access to justice
for vulnerable groups.
5. In-depth understanding by decision-makers of the importance of encouraging and
regulating pro bono legal practices, as well as measures to facilitate access to justice for
groups vulnerable to discrimination.
6. Expansion of the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights in counties where it currently has
no collaborators.
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Information Workshops for
Support Providers In Vulnerable
Situations
The Action Center for Equality and Human Rights (ACTEDO), together with The Legal
Resources Center (CRJ), has organized online, from October to November 2021, three
information and networking workshops dedicated to providers of support services for
persons in vulnerable situations.
One of the objectives of the meetings was the exchange of information and best practice
between support services providers, for DGASPCs (General Direction of Social Assistance and
Child Protection), SPAS (Public Services for Social Assistance), NGOs, informal support groups
at a national level to facilitate the inter-institutional communication and to improve
targeting beneficiaries to additional services.
Furthermore, we have presented the mode of operation and the results of the biggest pro
bono legal assistance center in Romania - The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights in its 6
years of existence. Through The Pro Bono Network, persons in vulnerable situations can
benefit from legal assistance and court representations for free (pro bono).

45

Information workshops for
support providers for people in
vulnerable situations
The workshops have been thematic:
1. The Roma Minority - (Non)discrimination, Housing Rights and Hate Speech - the 21st of
October, 2021
The workshop was built around current problems and solutions to ensure the inclusion of
Roma in Romania and their right to personal dignity. Cezara David, Manager of the AntiDiscrimination Program of the Center for Legal Resources and special guest at the workshop
touched on the following topics:
- brief historical context and terminology
- data on the current situation of the Roma in Romania
- (non) discrimination
- hate speech and hate crimes
- housing: forced evictions, environmental racism, criteria for granting social housing
- guidelines to improve the situation
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Workshops for support
providers for people in
vulnerable situations

2. Best-practice Models for Protecting and Supporting the Survivors of Domestic Violence 28th of October, 2021
The workshop was built around the protection and support needs of survivors of domestic
violence and good practices for their empowerment. The special guests, Elena Micheu
(Executive Director, Eastern European Institute of Reproductive Health), Cătălina Covaliu
(psychologist, A.L.E.G.), and Eliza Ciocîrlan (Communication Officer, ACTEDO) spoke about:
statistics on domestic violence and elements of the legislation
information on the protection order and the provisional protection order
support services at the national level
models of good practice for empowering survivors of domestic violence
an integrated model of support for victims: public-private partnership DGASPC-NGO in
Mureș County
support groups for survivors of domestic violence and the #SiEuReusesc campaign
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Workshops for support
providers for people in
vulnerable situations

3. Inclusion and Nondiscrimination of LGBTQ+ People - 4th of November, 2021
The workshop was built around the main issues that the LGBTQ minority (lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, transgender people, queer people) faces in Romania and presented useful
resources and support services available nationwide. The special guests, Georgiana Țucan
([H] LGBTQ + Brașov) and Alexandra Columban (ACETDO) spoke about:
Terminology and identities
Brief history of the rights of LGBTQ people in Romania
The rights of LGBTQ people today
The main problems faced by LGBTQ people in Romania
What does LGBTQ activism look like in Romania?
Useful resources for LGBTQ practitioners and people
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The Official Launch of the
INTEGRIS Project: Strategic
Human Rights Cases. Justice in
Support of the Citizen

On the occasion of European Pro Bono Week*, on November 25th, 2021, ACTEDO and the Center
for Legal Resources (CRJ), with the support of ACCEPT, ANAIS, and The Pro Bono Network for
Human Rights, officially launched the project INTEGRIS: Integrated Support for Human Rights,
with an online event called:
Strategic Human Rights Cases. Justice in Support of the Citizen
The event tackled interesting cases from various areas of human rights - domestic violence,
disability, and LGBTQ rights - which made use of strategic litigation and pro bono legal work in
order to defend fundamental rights. Three special guests presented the efforts of nongovernmental organizations and individuals in Romanian courts and at the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) to call for legislative changes to protect vulnerable people and achieve
equal rights for all citizens.
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The Official Launch of the
INTEGRIS Project: Strategic
Human Rights Cases. Justice in
Support of the Citizen
Specifically, the event presented the following:

The Center for Legal Resources for Valentin Câmpeanu v. Romania - the first case admitted
to the ECHR of a non-governmental organization on behalf of a person with disabilities,
who died in state custody. What (did not) change 17 years after the death of the young man
with multiple disabilities and vulnerabilities.
Georgiana Iorgulescu, Executive Director of the Center for Legal Resources (CLR)

Cases that have led to legislative changes in the field of domestic violence. Advocacy of
civil society to improve the protection of survivors of violence: the provisional protection
order, victims' right to interpretation and translation
Giulia Crișan, Lawyer, Bucharest Bar & Consultant for ANAIS Association

Buhuceanu and Ciobotaru v. Romania: 21 LGBTI families accuse the Romanian state of
discrimination at the ECHR because Romania violates their right to recognition and legal
protection
Teodora Ion-Rotaru, Executive Director of the ACCEPT Romania Association
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V. EGALIS: Gender Equality
through Social Change and
Education
Through education we can change outdated mentalities and build a society in which girls and
women have equal opportunities, respect and full rights. Education is the best way to
prevent sexism, discrimination and gender-based violence.
As part of the Coalition for Gender Equality we have started the implementation of the
“EGALIS: gender equality through social change and education” project, with the support of
the Active Citizens Fund - Romania program, funded by Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway
through the EEA Grants 2014-2021.

Through EGALIS we are focusing towards two main directions:
1. Youth education and teacher training under the umbrella of the awareness campaign
"Feminism for all" which aims to deconstruct among young people and teachers the myths
and prejudices related to feminism and provide information on gender equality. Various
attractive and modern tools are being employed : videos, infographics and an interactive
game proposed as educational material, and WikiGap hackathons. Teachers and public
educational institutions have benefited from a guide and methodology for teaching gender
equality in pre-university education.
2. Advocacy activities for the widespread use of the created educational tools, proposals for
the revision of the occupational standard for the professions of equal opportunities expert
and equal opportunities technician, in order to bring gender equality closer to institutions
and companies, as well as monitoring sexism in the public sphere and reporting such
instances to the National Council for Combating Discrimination. The project also includes
legal assistance and representation in court in cases of gender-based discrimination.
Coordinator: Centre Partnership for Equality (CPE)
Partners: Front Association, The Romanian Society for Feminist Analyses (AnA), The
Equality and Human Rights Action Centre (ACTEDO), PLURAL Association and the SEX vs
The STORK Association.
Funding: The project benefits from a 249,930 euros grant from Active Citizens Fund
Romania, programme funded by Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA
Grants Grants 2014 -2021.
Starting date: 01.04.2021
Finishing date: 31.03.2023
Duration: 24 months
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Coalition for Gender Equality:
Strategic Planning Workshop

Between the 23rd and 25th of July 2021, during its stay in Brașov, the Coalition for Gender
Equality, of which ACTEDO is a member, defined its strategy of development for the following
years. Some of the debated subjects included: sexual and health education in schools as well
as gender education, the access of girls and women to social and health services, women’s
access to all structures within the working field, including decision-making positions,
preventing anti-gender campaigns.
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Development of a textbook for
teachers to teach gender equality

As part of the EGALIS project, ACTEDO is working on a gender equality handbook designed for
the secondary education in order to help teachers understand their impact on creating an
inclusive society, as well as oferring support and guidance for the inclusion of gender equality
education in schools.
The handbook is mainly created for the pre-university education as to direct girls and boys
towards an equal and just lifestyle in all its aspects, social, political, professional and
domestic. Therefore, claiming the importance of education among youth and the importance
of schools in shaping healthy values, the handbook encourages students to prevent the
further extension of various ideologies such as gender stereotype roles and the culture of
patriarchy, gender based violence and discrimination.
Some fundamental notions which can be found within the handbook cover different topics as
gender equality and anti-discrimination, including legislation, both national and
international studies, with a major focus on gender equality in education. Moreover, the guide
introduces the idea of gender stereotypes, the understanding of these mechanisms and their
functions as well as ways of combating them. In conjunction with the pedagogical
recommendations, the handbook involves some practical elements such as tools and working
sheets that could be used in class - especially focusing on homeromm class activities,
including evaluation questionnaires.

The final version of the handbook will be published in September 2022.

53

CONFERENCES ON PRO BONO
LAWYERING
Round table - European Pro Bono Week: The access
to justice of vulnerable groups (November 2020)
ACTEDO, together with the Cluj Bar and the Dolj Bar as partners, organized an online round
table on Wednesday, November 25, 2020: European Pro Bono Week: The access to justice of
vulnerable groups.
During the event, the needs of vulnerable groups regarding their access to justice and the
opportunity to regulate pro bono law in Romania were discussed. At the same time, the
activities and the results of the largest pro bono clearinghouse in Romania - The Pro Bono
Network for Human Rights - were presented. Pro bono lawyers from all over the country
spoke, sharing their experience in supporting people in vulnerable situations in cases of
violations of fundamental rights: people with disabilities, victims of domestic and gender
violence, single-parent families, etc.
Last but not least, Att. Dan Chertes from the Cluj Bar presented a proposal to amend the
legislation so that it would benefit from a legal framework and be formally encouraged.

Global Pro Bono Forum (October 2021)
Between October 18-20, 2021, ACTEDO participated in the Global Pro Bono Forum, organized by
PILnet - The Global Network for Public Interest Law, dedicated to all civil organizations and
legal professionals who practice pro bono law and thus contribute to the public good.
The Global Pro Bono Forum was held online due to the COVID-19 pandemic and consisted of
meetings, workshops, open discussions, and networking on topics such as how the law can be
used to address climate change, refugee protection, NGO strengthening and resilience. In
2021, 350 people from 53 countries participated - lawyers, law firms, activists, NGOs and
clearinghouses, as well as The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, a project by ACTEDO.
Such events offer clearinghouses such as ACTEDO's the opportunity to develop their services
provided through ongoing projects, as well as updating working strategies in relation to
international pro bono networks.
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PUBLICATIONS

In the period 2020-2021, ACTEDO published the following materials, as author or co-author:

1. Guide to challenging fines
Originally published in 2016, the guide was updated in May 2016 to include situations
following the COVID-19 pandemic.
It can be accessed in Romanian here.

2. Booklet: The basics of anti-discrimination: ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender
identity from an intersectional perspective (December 2020)
Download the material in Romanian here.

3. Hate speech against Roma and LGBT+ people in 2019-2020. Policy paper (May 2021).
Download the material below:
Hate speech against Roma and LGBT+ people 2019-2020 (ROMANIAN)
Hate Speech against Roma and LGBT+ people 2019-2020 (ENGLISH)

4. At the intersection of several worlds. Life stories of Roma and Roma LGBTQ + people (July
2021)
Read the 5 life stories here.
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PUBLICATIONS

5. Procedures manual for victims of cybercrime and victim support workers (September
2021)
The manual contains:
> definitions and examples of cybercrimes
> the legal framework on cybercrimes in Romania and Europe
> theoretical perspectives for understanding this phenomenon
> the cost and impact of cybercrimes
> intervention models for victims
The materials - in Romanian and English - can be downloaded here.

6. Training manual for victim support workers dealing with cybercrime victims (September
2021)
The manual may be used in training sessions for victim support workers and is organized in 10
modules.
The materials - in Romanian and English - can be downloaded here.

7. Exploratory study. The situiation of discrimination of Roma and LGBTI+ Roma in Romania
(October 2021)
Download the study - in Romanian and English - here.
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OPEN LETTERS AND
MEMORANDA
Open letter to CNCD and CNA: Traian Băsescu
discriminates again (May 3, 2020)
The signatory organizations, the Center for Legal Resources (CRJ), ACTEDO and the MozaiQ
LGBT Association, have called on the National Council for Combating Discrimination (CNCD)
and the National Audiovisual Council (CNA) to exercise their mandate on discriminatory and
hate speech. Traian Băsescu expressed racist views against Roma on May 1, 2020, in the show
"100%" from Realitatea Plus.
Details (in Romanian) here.

Open letter: The Roma minority - scapegoat during
the pandemic (May 12, 2020)
The Center for Legal Resources (CRJ), the Roma Center for Social Intervention and Studies Romanians CRISS, ACTEDO, the MozaiQ LGBT Association and the Civic Union of Young Roma
in Romania - UCTRR notified the Government and the President of Romania, together with
CNCD and CNA, regarding the abuses of the authorities against the Roma community, as well
as with regard to racist and hate speech against Roma, expressed in the media (including the
lack of moderation of racist comments), as well as on social networks, especially by opinion
leaders and public figures.
Details (in Romanian) here.

Open letter: Discriminatory speech at a high level
(may 21, 2020)
CRJ, Romani CRISS, ACTEDO, MozaiQ LGBT and UCTRR sent an open letter to the authorities
requesting measures to combat discriminatory discourse. In May 2021, President Klaus
Iohannis was fined 5,000 lei by CNCD for discrimination on the grounds of ethnicity /
nationality, respectively discrimination against Romanian citizens of Hungarian ethnicity. At
the same time, former President Traian Băsescu was sanctioned for the third time for racist
statements against Roma and fined 2,000 lei.
Details (in Romanian) here.
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OPEN LETTERS AND
MEMORANDA

Letter to President Iohannis: Do not enact a law
banning education on gender identity and gender
equality!(June 17, 2020)
The Coalition for Gender Equality notified President Iohannis in connection with legislative
proposal L87 / 2020 for amending and supplementing the National Education Law no. 1/2011,
initiated by PMP senator Vasile Cristian Lungu and adopted on June 16, by the Senate,
decision-making chamber. The coalition has expressly called for its promulgation to be
rejected and for it to be referred back to Parliament for debate.
Signs the Coalition for Gender Equality, consisting of: Partnership Center for Equality - CPE,
Association for Freedom and Gender Equality (A.L.E.G.), Feminist Analysis Society AnA, Front
Association, E-Romnja Association, Filia Center, ACTEDO, Study Center in Political Ideas
(CeSIP), Plural Association, Ema Association and Sex versus Stork Association.
Details (in Romanian) here.

Memorandum: Civil society supports the regulation
and encouragement of pro bono lawyering (July
14,2020)

ACTEDO, together with 18 Romanian NGOs, sent a memorandum to the National Union of
Romanian Bars (UNBR) supporting a bill that would amend the law of the legal profession to
make it possible to practice pro bono law in order to protect people vulnerable.
Details (in Romanian) here.
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EXECUTIVE TEAM
Alexandra Columban has over 8 years’ experience in the NGO sector with
human rights public policy and legislation, project management, and
advocacy in the fields of gender equality and gender-based violence, nondiscrimination, LGBTQIA rights, and victims’ rights. Author of several
articles, reports and policy briefs on gender equality, gender-based violence,
victims’ rights, and non-discrimination in education. She is currently the
association’s Executive Director. Alexandra has two BAs, in International
Relations and European Studies, and in Norwegian and English Language and
Literature, respectively, as well as an MA in History of Ideas from BabeşBolyai University Cluj-Napoca. Alexandra loves travelling, dancing, learning
new languages, and has a keen interest in evolutionary biology and
psychology.

ALEXANDRA COLUMBAN
executive director

Eliza holds a BA in International Relations and European Studies from the
Faculty of European Studies, Babeș-Bolyai University. At the moment, she is
currently pursuing an MA at the same Faculty, specialising in International
Relations, Diplomacy and Conflict Management, while also studying Law at
“Dimitrie Cantemir” Christian University.
Her passion for international law, women’s and children’s rights, as well as
for social justice has drawn her to ACTEDO, which she joined in order to
bring her contribution to social change. In her free time, Eliza enjoys to cook
for loved ones, listen to music from the 1950s, read or travel.

ELIZA CIOCÎRLAN

communications officer

Ioana graduateed Law at Babeș-Bolyai University in 2021 and is passionate
about human rights and social justice. In 2015 she took part in the project
“Grundtvig-Real Life Language Learning”, which brought together refugees
in Romania, students and teachers in various school activities, an
experience which motivated her to get involved with human rights and to
join The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, which she currently
coordinates.
Ioana is passionate about history and tradition and is a big animal lover,
especially dogs. In her free time she does modeling, a hobby which has
given her the opportunity to travel in all corners of the world.

IOANA MUREȘAN
legal coordinator

Oana has over 5 years experience in project and financial management in the
private sector, including the non-profit sector.
At ACTEDO, she is responsible for financial management and budget
administration. Oana has a degree in economics, experience in the NGO
sector and interests in entrepreneurship and innovation.
Oana loves riding her bike, live concerts, dancing, relaxing in a hammock
and neurosciences.

OANA RUS

financial manager
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ANTONIA BOILĂ

legal assistant
legal assistant

legal assistant

Anca is a Law student at ”Babes-Bolyai” University.
Her passion in human rights has emerged in the
context of becoming part of the Actedo team in the
autumn of 2020, perhaps having been existed ever
since she was born.
Civic and justice senses are only few of her values.
Besides the many activities organised within the Pro
Bono Network, Anca is the actual President of
Students' Academy of International Law (SAIL).
Volunteering, nature and aesthetics are some of her
main interests.
In her free time, one can find her among people,
passionately working to create a better community,
based on on communication and team work.

Antonia is a student at the Faculty of Law at BabeșBolyai University, where, in the second year, she
discovered her passion for human rights. By getting
involved in the Pro Bono Network for Human Rights,
she hopes to be able to help people in vulnerable
situations,
developing
both
personally
and
professionally.
Antonia is passionate about narrative journalism
that addresses topics such as gender inequality,
domestic violence or racism. He enjoys discovering
new places in his spare time, taking care of his plants
and writing calligraphy.

ALEXANDRA ALDEA

legal assistant

IMOLA KONCZ
ANCA POȘIRCĂ

Imola studies Law at Babeș-Bolyai University and has
a wide area of interests, which include the protection
of human rights in the context of international law,
European Union Law and state cooperation, as well as
personal date protection. Imola is a firm believer in
the potential of nongovernmenatl organisations to be
the pillars of a society where human dignity and
equality are a reality, which is why she joined The Pro
Bono Network for Human Rights.
In her free time Imola enjoys traveling, discovering
new cultures, and gathering her friends for a night of
board games.

Alexandra is a fourth year student at the Faculty of
Law at Babeș-Bolyai University and is very passionate
about the field in which she has chosen to practice,
especially criminal law, criminal procedural law and
human rights. What led her to join the Pro Bono
Human Rights Network was her passion for social
justice and volunteering, as well as her desire to help
vulnerable people and contribute to the betterment
of society.
Alexandra is passionate about fitness, dance and
psychology, and in her free time she likes to travel, to
meet new people and cultures, currently benefiting
from an ERASMUS study mobility at Radboud
University in the Netherlands.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Iulia is a graduate of a master's degree in gender studies
(Babeș-Bolyai University) and a master's degree in
community development / public administration (UBB and
Michigan State University). After working for a year at the
European Institute for Equal Opportunities (EIGE) in
Vilnius, she co-founded ACTEDO and legally represented
the association until 2017. Iulia was actively involved in the
Pro Bono Network for Human Rights, as well as in other
projects. which included local advocacy and activism. He
became a student of the Human Rights Defenders
Advocacy Program (ISHR) and the International Visitors
Leadership Program (US).

IULIA PASCU

Iulia is currently working at Mama Cash, the first
international fund for women. Iulia is a feminist and
interested in the fields of social justice, environment, art
and activism and is passionate about nature, travel and
dance.

founding member

ADELA DUMBRĂVAN
founding member

IOANA TUȚĂ

Adela Dumbrăvan is a human rights professional with
major interests in the protection and promotion of human
rights, European law and public international law, conflict
prevention, and civil society participation in decisionmaking processes. She holds a BA in Law from the BabeşBolyai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, and is a
graduate of the Erasmus Mundus MA in Human Rights
Practice, offered jointly by Roehampton University (UK),
University of Gothenburg (Sweden) and Tromsø University
(Norway). Adela has gained significant knowledge of EU
policies during a legal traineeship with the European
Parliament and has previously worked with the Romanian
Peace Institute (PATRIR) as a conflict researcher. She
contributed to research pieces for the Overseas
Development
Institute’s
European
Development
Cooperation Strengthening Programme, Fair Trials
International and Insight on Conflict.
Her passions include ballroom dancing, reading and
discovering new cultures and identities.

Ioana is a political scientist specialized in international
human rights law and practice. She currently works as an
Advisor at the Danish Institute for Human Rights,
Denmark’s national human rights institution, where she
supports the development of partnerships, trainings and
provision of technical advice on business and human
rights. She previously implemented research and advocacy
projects at the International Organization for Migration,
the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
and Amnesty International in Geneva and London.
She holds a PhD in Political Science/International Relations
from the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies (Geneva) as part of which she
conducted fieldwork regarding socio-environmental
conflicts related to mining operations in Peru. Her hobbies
include hiking, dancing, going to film festivals and
wandering in bookshops.

founding member
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2020
ACTEDO Statement of Income and Expenditures, 2020

INCOME

RON

EUR

% OF TOTAL

Donations from private companies
through sponsorship

2000

417

1%

Income from redirecting income
tax of natural persons

3000

625

2%

Project ROAR: Empowering victims
of cybercrime, co-funded by
European Commission, DG
Migration and Home Affairs,
Internal Security Fund. ACTEDO is
project partner

52800

11000

38%

INTERSECT - Changing the
narrative of discrimination, cofunded by the European
Commission, DG Justice, Rights,
Equality and Citizenship, Project.
ACTEDO is project partner

72000

15000

52%

Other income (exchange rate and
previous balance)

8000

1667

6%

TOTAL INCOME

RON 137,800

€ 28,708.33

100%

EXPENDITURES

RON

EUR

N/A

Salaries

115000

23958

Office Rent

7500

1563

Project costs (travelling,
organizing events, etc)

12500

2604

Other Administration Costs
(website, accountancy, exchange
rate difference, bank fees etc.)

2500

521

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

RON 137,500

€ 28,645.83
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2021
ACTEDO Statement of Income and Expenditures, 2021

INCOME

RON

EUR

% OF
TOTAL

Donations from private companies through
sponsorship

2000

408

1%

Income from redirecting income tax of natural
persons

4000

816

1%

Project ROAR: Empowering victims of cybercrime, cofunded by European Commission, DG Migration and
Home Affairs, Internal Security Fund. ACTEDO is
project partner

74480

15200

19%

INTERSECT - Changing the narrative of
discrimination, co-funded by the European
Commission, DG Justice, Rights, Equality and
Citizenship, Project. ACTEDO is project partner

26950

5500

7%

INTEGRIS: Integrated Support for Human Rights, cofunded by Active Citizens Fund Romania, programme
funded by Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway through
the EEA Grants Grants 2014 -2021. ACTEDO is
Promoter.

220500

45000

57%

EGALIS: Gender Equality through Education and
Social Change, co-funded by Active Citizens Fund
Romania, programme funded by Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway through the EEA Grants
Grants 2014 -2021. ACTEDO is project partner.

46550

9500

12%

Other income (exchange rate and previous balance)

10000

2041

3%

TOTAL INCOME

RON 384,480 € 78,465.31

EXPENDITURES

RON

EUR

Salaries

240600

49102

Office Rent

7500

1531

Project costs (travelling, organizing events, etc)

114700

23408

Other Administration Costs (website, accountancy,
exchange rate difference, bank fees etc.)

10700

2184

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

RON 373,500 € 76,224.49
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100%

N/A

SUPPORT ACTEDO'S MISSION

Through your donation you directly contribute to the continuation of one of our most
important projects, namely The Pro Bono Network for Human Rights. Through this project we
connect people from vulnerable groups whose rights have been violated with lawyers willing
to provide their expertise, free of charge, in order to facilitate access to justice.
To date, we have helped more than 350 people defend their rights in issues such as
discrimination, access to education for children with disabilities, forced evictions, domestic
violence, sexual harassment, conditions of detention, etc.
Donate directly to the accounts provided below to support us in the advocacy activities
carried out for a better regulation of human rights in Romania and for a better
implementation of the rights of victims of crime.
Our information for bank transfere
Name of beneficiary: ACTEDO
Account in RON: RO65BTRLRONCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania)
Account in EUR: RO15BTRLEURCRT0202395001 (Banca Transilvania)
CIF: 31451434
SWIFT/ BIC: BTRLRO22
Find out how you can donate through the BT Pay app using ACTEDO's IBAN!
Step 1 - Open the mobile banking application (BT Pay) and select the card with
which you want to make the donation
Step 2 - Select the "Transfer money" option, select the "Send" field and use the
"IBAN or Alias Pay" option
Step 3 - Select the type of transfer through IBAN, fill in the amount you want to
donate together with the data of the association (which you can find above), and
for payment details you can simply fill in the text "donation"
Step 4 - Click the "Continue with IBAN transfer" button and authorize the
transaction.

We are at your disposal at any time at info@actedo.org for any other questions about how you
can donate or for additional information about the activities carried out by ACTEDO.
Thank you for support!
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SUPPORT ACTEDO'S MISSION
ACTEDO has conducted numerous training sessions for public authorities and practitioners on
non-discrimination and cybercrime in recent years, information workshops for students on
the safe use of the Internet, various human rights education activities in schools and
universities, and has spoken on numerous occasions on the rights of victims of gender-based
violence.
Redirect 3.5% of the income tax or 20% of the profit tax to support us in our activities carried
out for a better application of human rights law in Romania and for a better implementation
of the rights of victims of crime.

If you are a natural person and you want to support us by redirecting 3.5% of the income tax or
if you are a legal entity and you want to support us by redirecting 20% of the profit tax, follow
the steps below.
Step 1 - Download Form 230*
* the document must be downloaded and completed using Adobe Acrobat Reader DC
Step 2 - Download The Single Statement* **
** if in 2021 you had income from independent / agricultural activities, intellectual
property rights and the transfer of the use of the goods, you have the obligation to
submit the Single Declaration.
Step 3 - Fill in
Fill in the form according to the instructions, sign it and make sure that the completed
data is correct.
Step 4 - Send
Completed and signed documents must be submitted or submitted online by May 25,
2022. For more details on submitting documents, see page 4 of the Forwarding Guide
provided by ANAF.

We are at your service at any time at: info@actedo.org for any other questions about the
procedure for redirecting 3.5% of the income tax, 20% of the profit tax or for additional
information about the activities carried out by ACTEDO.

Thank you for your support!
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CONTACT
FB: @ACTEDO

www.actedo.org

IG: @actedo.ngo

info@actedo.org

str. Caracal, nr. 16, ap. 2, cod poștal: 400276,
Cluj-Napoca, județul Cluj, România

